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Leſſons of wiſdom have never fo much power over us as When 
they are wrought into the heart, through the ground-work . "8 
of ſome ſtory which engages our paſſions. - | 
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DEDICATION. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE * 


EADY DACWE. 


Mapan; 


Tr has long been a ſubject of gene- 
ral complaint, that the language of 
panegyric is ſo abuſed in dedication, . 


— 


— 


(in } 

as to render the tribute truth and 
gratitude would! offer, through that 
medium, liable to ſuſpicion : no ap- 
prehenſion by however, of having the 
validity of my teſtimony on the ſub- 


ject of your Ladyſhip's merits queſ® 
tioned, reſtrains me from giving ex- 
preſſion to my ſentiments on the 
occaſion; a truth admitted by o 
many hearts as have been benefited: 
by your virtues, and fo many evi- 


dences as have witneſſed your con- 
duct, cannot be liable to miſconcep- 
tion. A more powerful motive than 
this unfounded apprehenſion, hows- 
eyer, impoſes on me the arduqus taſk: 
up 1 „ of 


(vv) 

of ſupprefiing thoſe PR a 
id great knureg is PRE 
ouſly ſolicitous to give vent to. This 
motive is the fear of offending that 
delicacy which is ever the concomi- 
tant of genuine merit; the higher 
the Worth of a character, the more 
diffident it is of itſelf. The ſtrong 
elueidation of this truth in your Lady 
ſhip, engages me to repreſs the im- 
pulſe I feel to mark the extent of 
my leſpect and gratitude, and to 
dwell on their ſource, your virtues 
and Kindneſs. I would rather have 


* age A. my gratitude? 
2 queſ- 


feelings. ** I * every ex- 


N prefion on the ſubject to che ſimple 


but fincere aſſurance, that I am, 
W ly and: e \\ 


| Your Ladyſhip' K % J ee 8 
Obige bunte ra, 
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opinions of thoſe who have reprobated the 
peruſal of Novels would be attended to, I 


feng their wwell-intended_ efforts, by offering 
one to the Public; but, as the evil has 
taken too deep root to be eradicated, ever by 
the beſt directed attempts, it will not, I hops, 
render me obnoxious to cenſure that ] offer 
this work, in which I have endeavoured to 
recommend the practice of virtue. As it is 
impoſſible to prevent the peruſal of Novels, 
the beft ſuccedaneum is to preſent thoſe 
which inculcate any uſeful moral, which ftrip 
Vice of her allurements, and repreſent the 
charms and advantages 3 on Virtue, 
in their true light. As, when a Aream be- 
comes ſo violent as to overpower every ef- 


fort 


a L vii ] 
*fort that would Reep it within bounds, our 
mam render. it harmleſs, if not beneficial. 
To minds enervated or warped by diffipation, 
corrofives will not avail, ſuch turn with 
diſguſt from ſatire and reproof ; but, when 
truth, without being perſonal, brings reflec- 
ions which their © own” txpurients feaebes 
them are juſt, they may be led to adopt a new 
ſyſtem, and convinced of the inſufficiency of 
diſſipation and degrading pleaſures, to beflow 
genuine and permanent ſatisfaftion, they may 
ſeek it where the largeft proportion, allotted 
to us in this probationary tate, is to be 
found, in the practice of virtue and piety. 


Norz.— Several letters are ſuppreſſed in 
this collection, ſome as being uniniereſting 
or unneceſſary, and others for reaſons: that 
Twill be obvious on reading the hiftoxy. 
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2 5 Movenay to Sir Hxxxv Metnkr, 
oy ory "uf Paris. e 
T2 ;  Moubray Out 


„ BY ann er 1 nen 
N DEAR HENRY, PH NI 


ne 
I AM 'forry to mten hr the malte 
you are enjoying at Paris with your ama - 
ble friends the Beaumonts, and the more 
ſo, as the occaſion that requires your pre- 
ſence will prove a ſource of uneafiteſs 3 


but you know the heart of your mother 
Vor, I. B fo 


* 


1 7 4 
bo fo well, I tr truſt, as to reſt affured, only 
"neceffity can compel her to take any ſtep 
that tends to give you a moment's con- 
.cern : the cauſe of this addreſs is the 
death of your uncle, Mr. Moubray, who 
was ſuddenly attacked a few days ago, 
and expired before the expreſs which 
was ſent me reached Moubray Caſtle. 
As it was neceſſary, however, that I 
ſhould be preſent at the opening of the 
will, I immediately proceeded there, 
though aſecond almoſt inſtantly followed 
the firſt expreſs to announce the intelli- 
gence ;- you will ſo eaſily conceive the 
_ ſhock I felt from the ſudden nature of 
this domiſe, as to render the painful de- 
tail unneceflary ; for though Mr. Mou- 
bray was an eccentric character, and of 
that ſort with which I neyer could aſſimi- 
late, yet 1 naturally felt for him as a 
fellow creature. It is obſerved, I vill 
nat pretend to determine how juſtly, that 
few. people make ſenſible wills - your 


uacle's.is at leaſt conſiſtent with his cha- 
Asacter. 


5 


L 8s J 
racter. This, my dear ſon, will pre- 
pare you to expect ſomething. ſtrange— 
ſomething that, I fear, will make you 
unhappy; but I have not time now to 
relate particulars, as I am much occu- 
pied, and have other ſubjects to write 
on. I muſt requeſt you to call at the 
Engliſh Convent, and inquire for Lady 


Auguſta Mortimer: I ſhall incloſe a 


letter, which will ſerve as an introduc- 
tion to her. | You have had fo little in- 
tercourſe wih your uncle, that, I be- 
lieve, you ſcarcely know that ſhe is his 
ward, left by the late Earl of Melfont at 
his entire diſpoſal. That nobleman was 
as extraordinary a character as Mr. Mou- 


bray, and being congenial in many 
points, they were extremely intimate. 


In proof he left his only child fo imme- 
diately to his care, as that ſhe was to loſe 


the largeſt part of her immenſe fortune, 


if ſhe married without Mr. Moubray's : 


approbation. This, you will own, was 


delegating great power, and he has made 
| 5 uſe 


14 1 

uſe of it; but more of that when we 
meet. At preſent I ſhall confine myſelf 
to requeſting, that yon will be minute in 
your obſervations on her manners, un- 
derſtanding, and, need 1 add, her perſon. 
I think, to a young man, that would be 
ſuperfluous. I wiſh: to know exaculy 
what ſort of a being you think her. 1 
have been told, that ſhe. is handſome, 
elegant, accompliſhed, and amiable. But 
ſhe is rich, and an Earl's, daughter 
therefore report is not to h attended to 
on this occaſion. Say every thing pro- 
per for me to the Duke and Ducheſs, and 
to your young friend, the Marquis. 
Your lively couſin, deſires her loye; ſhe 
wiſhes me to ſay many ſmart; things for 
her; but I tell her ſhe muſt reſerve her 
gaiety to greet you, as I fear you vill 
need the enlivening influence of the little 
madcap. 9 my dear child. Be- 
lieve NA 14 ein set ein 
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Sir Hay: Movaxxy to le Maes de 
| « BxAvKONr., 


Al " Noubray Calle. 


{4 * 
Your will give me W I am con- 
vinced, my dear Beaumont, for having 
taken tip my pen the very firſt moment 
it was in my power. I ſhould be unwor- 
thy the kindneſs I have met from every 
member of your amiable family, were I 
not folicitous to mark my grateful ſenſe - 
of their attentions to me during my abode 
wich them: but to. you;I muſt leave the 
expreſſion of my acknowledgements; for 
it is certain, my dear Beaumont, that the 
elegant turn of expreſſion, and, in fact, 
all other elegancies, are better under - 
ſtood by the French than by us. But 
obſerve, while I allow you this, I don't 
grant you feel more—no, no, Monſieur; 
in ſenſibility, J give the palm to my 
country- men and country women: but 

3 as 


[6] 
as a beautiful woman derives additional 
advantage from being elegantly attired, 
a good ſentiment i is more powerfully re- 
commended by the graces of eloquence. 
As, in the preſent inſtance, I wiſh the 
energy of ſtile to bear ſome proportion 
to the ſtrength of my feelings, I leavt 
to you, dear Count, to make my ac 
knouledgements to the Duke and Du. 
cheſs. I know how. eagetly yen Wilp 
ſeek to be informed of the eaſe of chat 
requeſt of my mother's, that I hoid (6 
minutely obſerve theTiady Auguſta Mor- 
timer, as your ſutptize wuüs equal to my 
own at the tequififi6n'; * net but that, 
with your vfual quiekneſt, you gave 4 
red gueſs ak the c raſſon : it vas heat- 
ly, as you ſuppoſed; bet Inſtead of my 
mothet's wiſhing the to tnatry Her, it was 
a Ulauſe in thy uncle's WIIl—In fact, the 
conditio on which 1 am to inherit Rs 
eſtate; otherwiſe, I muſt be content to 
ſuppott tHe Knows öf the antitht Wbuſe 
of OY With a Bae ſeventeen hun- 

dred 


1 
[3 


C 7 
dred pounds per amum; and' chis 12k, 
my good friend, will be my election 
for were Lady Auguſta lefs confident, 
haughty, and vain, than I thought her 
on my viſit of inveſtigation at the Con- 
vent, my pride and my feelings are 0 
wounded, by having a wife impoſed on 
me, that had ſhe been the moſt angelic 
creature on earth, I do believe I ſhould 
have revolted from an union with her, 
thus tyrannically inſiſted on. To own 
a truth, I believe you Title ſuſpect, I 
have thought much, though ſo young, 
on that {ame ſubject, of matriony The 
fear of your laughing at my ſingularity, 
prevented my revealing my ſentiments ; ts; 
but they are too deeply rooted ever tg pe 
eradicated; they are ſuch as wilt prevent 
Lady Auguſta Mortimer's ever receiving 
the name of Moubray from me. By 
Mr. Moubray's will ſhe is entitled only 
to ten thouſand pounds, inſtead of fiktys 
if ſhe rejects me. She runs no riſk⸗ „for 
I thall not pur it in her power. You 

34 will 


41414 
will wiſh to know my mother's ſentiments 
on: this ſuhject I muſt reſerve them for 
MY, MENT, a3 Jam now obliged to con- 
clude. Lady Moubray unites in beſt 
— ect to an 1 Believe 
n WY 
Dear 1 a * 

e "i Jour 8 ſincerely, 9 
[yg 1 512 + HENRT MovarAY. 
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1 my flee Adelaide! this 


cou lin of mine is come, and your heart - 
70 is gone! * No, not quite; for though he 
is. zvonderfully handſome, ſurpriſingly ele- 
Ants amazingly accorppliſhed, and ſuper- 
laliveh goodl—yet, I believe, I ſhall pre- 
ſerve my liberty; ; for my motto, is, 
& ſweet 


11 


r Bs... 


>< #4: 

« ſweet is che love that meets return; 

and. with all his underſtanding,” and ſu- 
perabundance of good qualities, I fear 
the man has not penetration enough to 
be ſtruck with. my ſuperlative charms. 
It is ſtrange; is it not? that he ſhould 
poſſeſs ſo much leſs judgement than me 
on this occaſion; but I forgot to tell 
you, talking of ſelf, (a ſuhject that is ra- 
ther apt to make one forget others) he is 
ordered by his uncle, in his will, to be- 
come enamoured of the young, beauti- 
ful, and all- charming Lady Auguſta 
Mortimer; 3, or, at leaſt, to marry her, on 
pain of loſing his fortune. Now, whe- 
ther it is  peryerſeneſs—theſe men- are 
very perverſe, my dear—or indepeſ / 

dence of ſpirit, or ſome ſecret cauſes 
known to his own heart, I cannot ſay; 
but the youth is, I believe, determined. 
to give up the lady, and the money, and 
chuſe for himſelf. He vows ſhe is tlie 
reverſelof all ſhe was repreſented, of all 
he could Uke, and I really think he will 
B 5 give 


at 
— 


9 
give her her congé. I atm afraid; Ade- 
| ins, ne Has rather to moch EiHgtitN 
romance, or French fentiment in his 
beatt, for the World as it goes.” He talks 
of domeſtic happineſs the pledfure of 
making others” happy—and; 'wotſe and 


worſe, he even ventures to ſpeak of re- 9 


gion, and fo well, that, 1 declare, 1 3 
almoſt think he would work miracles, 1 
the young men of the world were to hear 
him, and make them exclaim with Fef- 
e ajmoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be 
/ wy 4 Cheſt, My good aunt looks at 
him enraptured. Do not you cott Here, 
Adelaide, you will certainly loſe youp 
heart==Well1/-1 have written you's 
charming long letter; and, as I am diſ- 
poſed to be vaſtly good. humoured, 1 
will add a few lines more, to impart a 
eireumſtance that has octalidhed thith 
| converſation in our achacent town lately. 
You have heard me ſpeak of Mr. and 
Mrs. Johnſon, who,” as times £0, Are a 
_ happy „ * went öne morn⸗- 


ing 
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[ rt 3 
ing to call of a friend; her buſband, 
recolle&ing ſome, he, wiſhed to fay, 


«© << «4 


room where 3 was ſitting, heard her 
ſay, I own I prefer Mr. vincent to 
« my huſband, infinitely ! py Rage, de- 
ſpair, and all the anguiſh incident 0 ſuch 
a diſcovery, inſtantly poſſeſſed the heart 
of poor Johnſon ; he flew home, gr 
ed up ſome cloaths, and ſet out for Lo 0. 
don. You will judge the lady's alto- 
niſhment when ſhe returned home, to 


find her caro o ſpoſo flown, without taking 


„ 0 


In vain ſhe reflected in vain the. Inqui- 
red ; no light could ſhe obtain kill the 


day following, when her aſtoniſhment 


was increaſed, by receiving a letter from 


her buſband, filled with the keeneſt re- 


proaches for her infidelity—her ſhame- 
leſs avowal of a preference for another 
man. He faid, he had left her here at 


41 D 


liberty to indulge her paſſion tor Mr. 


Vincent; and, to make her triumph 
B6 complete, 


[ 12 1 
mplete, , with a breaking heart, 


a Ergla d in a few days. Surprize 
an concern, divided her mind: ſhe re- 
traced every part of her conduct, to dif- 
cover on what ground this charge was 
founded ; but was acquitted on the ſtrict- 
elt inveſtigation. She then reſolved to 
29 and. conſult with her friends, and im- 
1 ately proceeded to the houſe where 

her Hiſband had overheard the expreſ- 
Bon. | She, imparted the whole matter 
to the lady and her huſband, and they 


M1 3% 


came to a reſolution to ſet out immedi- 
ate g and try to convince Mr. Johnſon 
of is error. On their arrival, his friend 
went in purſuit of him, and found bim 
overy 25 with the feelings incident 
10 lch circumſtances. He was ſome 
time ere he could bring him to avow 
the grounds for his ſuſpicion, and was 
rück on bearing them. However, he 
promiſed to inveſtigate the matter ; and, 
in the mean, time, requeſted him not to 
leave the kingdom ul ag 81 him again, 


il 401 £13 
as 
98 Fs, 9 1110 2 


9 


k 13 3. 


as he yet hoped, to ſatisfy him. [Having 
obtained this promiſe he returned home 3 
and firſt impatted 1. to his Vile the cauſe | 
aſſigned by Mr. Johnſon: +4 an "evident 
concern marking his countenance in rela- 
ting what he chought reflected on her for 
being the confidant of ſuch an ayoyal. 
But gueſs. his aſtoniſhment, "when bis 
dame burſt i into a violent fit of laughin 
(the had never read Cheſterfield, 1 ſup- | 
poſe, my dear): he could ſcarcely be- 
lieve his ſenſes. When ſhe had recover- 
ed, however, from her riſible paroxyſin, 
ſhe told him ſhe. now recollected the 
ſource of all this miſtake, and the occa- 
ſion of it had ſomething fo ridiculous, 
that ſhe could not reſtrattr er laughter! in 


thinking on it. She then reminded him "i 


of a profile that had been Juſt taken of 


Mr. Johnſon by. the, ſame perſon who, 
had done that of her brother, Mr. Vin- 
cent; that Mrs. Jobnſon.. bad -brous 


1 x 


her huſband's to ſhew' her, and, in con! e- 
quence, Jug made uſe of that expreſſion 
| which 


# x 


E 44 3 
which had produced ſuch diſmal effe&s. 
You will anticipate the denouement, my 
dear. The friend flew to the huſbahnd— 
the Hiufbatid was in a moment at che feet 
of the wife. I. hey ctied, laughed, la- 
mented, rejoiced, talked all at once, 
blamed, praiſed, and, in ſhort, . lived 
te very happy afterwards.” It you do not 
praiſe me as never woman praiſed wo- 
man yet, for this letter, 1 will never write 
you. ſuch another. | f my dear 
Adelaide. e 

MER! vi ' Ever yours, 
F Ciara Howanb. 


n. Meg a BEAUMONT | 10 o dr Hexn? 
do 116595 MovaxAy. L 
Prunk Was a neatneſs and delicacy, 
my dear Chevalier, in the turn of your 
conplanert to my eloquence, that influ- 
enced 


E ts J 

eticed me t6 Believe you Had attained the 
perfection of Patifidti politeſſe. You 
know 4 Frenchman's Jaxcy creed, I 
er ny à qu'un Paris dans le tnonde 1 and 
hence J was going to congratulate my- 
faf, that France had, by poliſhing” the 
Britiſh brilliant, diſplayed its value to 
the utmoſt advantage; but my gratula- 
tions were found prematute, on perufing 
che r6mkihder of Your Tettet.” Ir is not, 
even in the firſt city of the world, to cor- 

rect Engliſh habits; if it had, 1 ſhould 


14 61 


have pronounced Monſieur le Chevalier 
de Moubtay the moſt finiſhed character 
of the age... You haye, however, con- 
vinced me you are improve ft gugh 
not perkcted; and to Conlbince) you, all 


7 > ri 11 


the atlvatitigts of < our unnatural alliance, 


21 


and bond of ar ky, are not on your fi de, 
De and Evglithinan ſworn 
nds—mb! 1 Dieu, gel 7 —1 will 
E a little method, à FAnglbis, if pol- 
fible, in my reply to yours. I ſhould 


feel prodigiouſly inclined to quarrel with 
your 
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your. impeachment of our ſenſibility, did 
not a certain divinity, that is diſtinguiſh- 
ed for diſpelling the miſts of error, dart 
her rays ſo full on my mind, that ſhe 
obliges, even a Fre renchman to own, in 
ſpite of vanity, in in ſpite of that amour de 
patrie, which 4 is ſo overbearing, that we 
have more the affectation of ſenſibility 
than the reality. We are a nation of ſen; 
timent; 3 but the ſentiment i is only. i in our 
mouths, and at the nib of our pens. 
We talk and write with energy and per- 
ſuaſion; ; We, do not feel; but we have the 
ſkill to make i it believed we do; and chat 
is deemed ſufficient... 4 Will not you think 

1 have e caught a a little Engliſh fincerity, 
my dear - Beaurnont, by this 1 ? 
Were! it Known at Faris, 1,muſ ſt fly my 
country, And 12 7 intend to keject 
a young woman, of b. „ with ſuch an : 
immenſe fortune, 1 Spe pique, or 194 
mance. Ob, thou. Eogliſhman,! 1: dare 
ſay you will fall, a rately in love with 
ſome Pretty, blooming fe mere, marry, 

| fo. Ms | 65 
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her, be ruſticated all your life, and fanch 

that being happy is a ſufficient recom- 
pence. How would a youth of our en- 
lightened country act on ſuch an occaſion, 
where Love and Hymen never meet, at 
leaſt in high life? he would fly with rap - 
tures to the charming miſtreſs of 50,0001. 
kneel at her feet; ſwear Venus was a lump 
of deformity to her; that her mind was 
the center of all intelligence; ber man- 
ners ſhould give new lays to the Graces; 
and that to wear her chains for life —to 
exiſt but in her preſence, would be more 
glorious than to be emperor of the uni- 
verſe, or to be immortalized i in the high- 
eſt regions of fame. When the youth. 
had thus perſuaded the lady he was the 
moſt charming man in the world, and 
that he would adore her to all eternity, 
ſhe naturally conſents to bleſs him by her. 
hand and fortune. They proceed to Pa- 
ris—he immediately appoints her; her 
ſeparate ſuite of apartments, her retinue 
and makes his bow. She is ſurprized, 


angry. 
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| angry, pouts, * but he is ne- 4 
ver preſent to hear: at length ſhe be- 
comes reconciled” to the cuſtoms of all 
around her; ſhe ſhines. in public; has. 
ber- Parties in private her favourite AY 
friendlLand bares as little for Monfieur Þ 
ns Monſicut for Madame. ' Thus they, 
are very 'betfiant, very gay, and very F 
treitch” adinired=conned, envied, and 
careffell $ but are they ha ppy That 
is an Engliſh queſtion. 1 make you 8 
#'Frenchtnar's bow ; I KS, you will 
er xranſlate it right. But, after all the 
pains F have' taken to diſplay the advan- 
eages of ſuch a contlectidn, 1 fear you 
will not be wrought on to accept the bril- 
Hant alliance. I would aſk vou to recom- 
mend a friend; but I do not know how 
it is; you have fo infuſed your Engliſh 
#rejulicet into my heart, that, 1 declare, 
Ido not Believe 1 ſhall ever mary till 1 
can eſteem my wife. That ever the vo- 
latile ſpirit of your friend ſhould be ſo i 
derem as to ſet down to write ach | 
2 a let- 
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4 letter is wonderful; T poſitively will 
not write another word: but to conclude, 
Q la mode de Paris, that no proof of re- 
gard can be deemed wonderful which Ts 
excited by ſuch merit, out of compli- 


ur ment to you, I muſt blend a little Fabtth 

FW fincerity with my French politeſſe, there= 
ry Wore affure you am 
1d = " che utmotk eſteet, um 
at Dear Moabtay, ral ei ag 
Ju 1 1 ' Tour afſeaivhiats Mend/ 
m BS  ExAncty bi Br Auster: 


170 145 „id vibe wow 24 heck 


ow WT -o ens [94 07 lite IL n n 
- OY ebe 10 cke Count d 


n- . | Bixvaront. ” 10 NOI > 
Nis PIN 99 4 14 b {> 1 Ki 1 
ſh ra — 
e, oer biene Ge 00 git e 


much, my tear Count, OTF 

o- make you ſome papdldtne eka Rage. 
ments for 'your- Hattering conceſſons in 
favour of Eogland : the eſteem hit ix 
c excited 


E uo F 

excited by your liberality of ſentiment, 
you will, I believe, deem a more valua- 
ble recompence than all the fine things I 

could ſay; becauſe, l am convinced, and 
am proud in the conviction, that you 
greatly prize my good opinion. I ſmiled. 
at your appointment of a wife for me; 
you are, however, as far wide of the 
mark as Mr. Moubray was. The family 
dignity is inveſted in me; it is a ſacred Þ 
truſt :; I ſhall, not, therefore, to pleaſe 
myſelf, were I even. 10 fall deſperately in 
love, as you ludicrouſly ſtile it, with ſome 
pretty ruſtic, forget the claims of others 
on me. I promifed to tell you my mo- 
ther's ſentiments on the ſubject of my re- 
jection of Lady Auguſta ; z they are ra- 
tional and parental. The alliance would 
be advantageous : ſhe, therefore, wiſh- 
ed. for i it , and, till ſne heard my account 
of Lady Auguſta, was even anxious about 
It, as fame ſpoke her all that was charm- 
ing and. amiable. MV deſcription unde-. 


ceived her and as my happineſs is her 
object, 


bol: Ad 
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object, ſhe acquieſced readily in my 
determination. Two letters, J have ſince 
received from the lady, have left us no- 
thing to regret in the deciſion. I incloſe 
the correſ ponderice for your amuſement, 
J have told you, my dear Beaumont, 
what ſort of wife J ſhould not chuſe, I 
Mall now, therefore, inform you of the 
qualifications I ſhould ; for, às we are 
at a diſtance," I can brave your rail- 
lery ; beſides, J know you can be ſerious 
on a ſerious ſubject, and you will per- 
cerve I muſt think this fo, ſince the whole 
happineſs of my life depends on it. Now 
for the liſt:—in the firſt inſtance, 1 
ſhould like ſome beauty ; though, if it 
were regarded, as in moſt caſes, a ſubſti- 
tute for every other advantage, I would 
diſpenſe with it. I ſhould require a good 
underſtanding well cultivated, ſweetneſs 
of diſpoſition—ſenſibility, and, above all, 
that perfection of a female character 
delicacy; and that theſe were really poſ- 
ſeſſed, and mot aſſumed. I ſhould mark 
his. ; | if 
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if confiſiency preſided at all times; for ic | 
the character ſtands not that teſt, it is not | 
to be depended on. | I ſhould have no 
obhection to a toy accompliſhments be- 


ing added, provided they were, not diſ- 
— more to excite the world's admij- 
ration than mine; however, as theſe are Y 
not abſolutely neceſſary, I would pie 
that point, becauſe 1 reſolve not to give 4 
up a tittle of the heart and mind I haye 4 
depicted ; for I have inveſtigated my own 
char acter and feclings—the reſult 1 Is, that 4 
J can only find felicity in domeſtic life: | 
to make my family manſon the ſcat. of 
hoſpitality, to alleviate. the diſtreſſes of 4 
my poor neighbours, to have a beloved A 


companion, who would partake every 


happineſs, and ſoothe every ſorrow 
This, dear Beaumont, is a picture my 
mind has formed of the felicity adapted 
to my nature; whether it is an illuſion, 
or whether it will ever be realized, time q 
will aſcertain. I ſhould like vaſtly to 
know your ſentiments on matrimony, and 
2 your | 


23 1] 
your idea of the wife you ſhould like, 
though, I dare ſwear, you have never 
thought of the matter. By the bye, there 
is à lively, pretty little couſin of mine 
here, that 1 Thovld like to recommentto 
you, though; I fear, you would quarrel 
which ſhould talk the moſt. She is al- 
2X moſt as pleaſant as a French woman, and 
as amiable as an, Engliſh woman. Adieiß 
my dear Beaumont; 4 preſent my mother's 
compliongnts to the Duke and aalen 
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Saeed yours, | 4il 
SE” Ov pa 11 Mouznar. 
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1 THINK I might have expeſted to 
hear from you before this time, in con- 
ſequence of your uncle, my late guar- 
dian's will. An Earl's daughter, Who, 
like me, poſſeſſes youth, beauty, accom- 
pliſhments, and ſuch a fortune, and who 
is allowed to be amiable by all who know 
her, might expect more attention and 
reſpect than you have thought proper to 
pay me; however, in a point of Lich? 
conſequence, as that which is to ſecure 
me ſuch an inheritance, I wave the eti- 
quette of rank, and condeſcend to ad- 
dreſs you for information. I deſire im 
mediately, Sir, to know, whether yo 
are, or are not, diſpoſed to fulfil the con- 
ditions 


Paris. 


— 2s J 
ditions of Mr. Moubray's will. I pre- 
ſume you knew not of the clauſe when 
you ſaw me here, or I ſhould have heard 
ſomething on the ſubject. F , 
ws I am, Sir, 
Your humble ſervant, 
_ Avevsra MorTIMER. 


2 


Sir Hexny MovmrAyY to Lady Avevsra. 
MORTIMER. 


 Moubray Caſtle, 
Maran, „ 5 


I HAD the honor to receive your Lady- 
ſhip's letter, am ſorry to have incurred 
the charge of diſreſpect, no ſuch motive 
influenced my conduct. I have been ne- 
to England, and on an affair of ſuch 
conſequence, as the point in queſtion, 

Vol. I, C wiſhed 


1 26 7 
wiſhed to give ſome. time to reflection; 
"ag" T ſhall be ſolicitous to find my happi- 
neſs in the woman I am united to, and to 
promote her's, it 1s requiſite we ſhould 
know ſomething of each other's character. 
This has cauſed that delay which your iſ 
Ladyſhip complains of. However, as 1 : 
we appear to conſider this matter in ſo 
different a light, and as you defire ſo im- 
mediately to have my definitive anſwer, I 4 
comply with your requiſitions. Conſci- 1 
ous, Madam, that my humble merits i 
entitle me not to aſpire to an union with 
a woman who poſſeſſes ſuch high advan- 
tages, ſuch perfections, as you ſtate your 1 
claim to, I recede, with all due ſubmiſ- 
ſion, from an honour too great; I yield 

my pretenſions to Lady Auguſta Morti- 

mer, and having made ſuch a ſacrifice, 
the confequent loſs of fortune muſt be 
deemed unworthy a thought. I here, 
Madam, ſabſcribe to your having full 
ne to thuſe . man more wartby 4 
rc 1 Y olf 
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25 Avevsra MozTiMes to Si ir 
»:-- + Henry MovBRAY. 
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Hons piqued L may be at 35 
eaſe with which you give me up, and at 
4 the ſneers which I underſtand in your let- 
ter, 1 hold y you, too unworthy my atten- 
tion, in every reſpect, to hays. father 
convetſe than | an merely to inform Jou, I 
Le dor bare condeſeended 29 addreſs 


ee en tab! F Gicpeſegd to 
concur in Mr. Moubfay's abſurd defign, 


as Fama; and having heard you Ae 
n fect 


* 


OY 
feded o bea man of delicate ſentiments, 
gueſſed I ſhould. invite you to a refuſal, 
which would ſecure me the fortune. 1 
glory in my triumph, and enjoy che mor- 

 tification it will be to you to know you 


temned. I take my final leave in ſub- 
ſcribing mayſclls.as cuſtam ordains, Apt + 
Sir, i 
Aucusra MORTIMER, 
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POW ! brd f. my Lady Augitia, 
trasEnglith ſpirit Now I fear to you, 
my deat Chevalier, chat were it not from 
4 Httle fear of the xiſæ, and for another 
real; which I will impart ere I con- 


clude, J would lay ſiege to the heart of 
your 


=_— 


are outwitted; and by a woman you con- 
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your haughty fair one, for the glory 0i 
ſubduing that fine ſpirit: but I really 
think, though I have a tolerable ſhare of 
nonchalance and ſome patience, | 'the 
WF would break my heart before I could 
| 4 bend her's, What an artful, inſolent 
J but ſtop, ſtop Monſieur le Marguis—or | 
vou will forget what is due to i belle ſexe, 

and le bienſeance—and call a fine lady hard 
names. I congratulate you on your 
eſcape, my dear Beaumont, and am ſo 
far from being inclined to rally your opi- 
nions of matrimony, and your deſcrip- 
tion of the qualifications. vou ſhould ſeek 
in a wife, that I avow my own ideas are 
perfectly congenial. Though there are 
many traits in our characters which differ, 
for you are grave, I am gay; you re- 
flect before you act, I am influenced by 
the impulſe of the moment; yet in all 
the points of principle, feeling, and ſen- 
timent; I believe few characters will. be 
found that ſo- truly aſſimilate. Perhaps 
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obſervation from me. It is ſaid, that 
one of the miracles of love is to change 
the diſpoſition, to make the grave, gay, 


= the lively, ſerious. „ Oh, oh! 


«you are there, are you, my dear Mar- 


4 quis! fu (methinks I hear you ſay) 


Why, faith, I feel ſome ſymptoms that 
wear the form of what has often been 


deſcribed; and this involves the reaſon 


I promiſed to give as a cauſe for not at- 
tacking the fair Auguſta. You ſhall have 
the whole hiſtory, and perhaps may be 


better able than myſelf to judge whether 


T am, or only fancy myſelf, a victim t to 


the blind deity. I went to call on my 


mother's boſom friend; the Counteſs de 


Poitiers, a few mornings ſince, and on 
entering found with her two of the love- 


lieſt young women” my eyes ever beheld. 


The Counteſs preſented. them as parti- 
"cular friends of her's, who were juſt 
arrived from the country, and proceeded 
to inform me that their mother; Madame Y 
de St. Chair, was come to Paris for che 


purpoſe 


1 
= 
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41 purpoſe of ſoliciting the, continuance of. 
a penſion that, had been granted their late 
father by his royal highneſs Monſieur, 
and then added, 1 intended to call on 
c the Duchels to requeſt ber to intereſt 
X < the Duke in favour of my friends, I 
Know they cannot have a better advo- 
4 cate,at court, will you do me the fas 
4% your of mentioning the matter to her, 
% Monſieur ?” I aſſured her, with much 
energy in my expreſſion, that ſhe might 
depend on my being a faithful ambaſſa- 
dor, and employing all my powers to 
promote the cauſe ſhe recommended. 
Nor was this a mere compliment; : 1 felt 
with more energy than I ſpoke, for I 
could not but be intereſted in the cauſe 
of youth and beauty. I learnt that their 
reſidence was at Villars- Coteret, and that 
_this was the firſt time they bad vifited 
Paris. I did not ſee their mother at that 
time, but in the evening had the honour 
of being made known to her; ſor the 
Counteſs aſked me, when 1. role; to go, 
: 2 if 
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if ſne ſnould not ſee me at her afſembly ? 
and I was too much charmed with her 
fair gueſts, not to profit by the occaſion 
of ſeeing them again ſo foon. But I de- 
clare to you, my dear Moubray, I was ſo 
ſtruck with the beauty of each, though 
as different as poſſible, that I knew not 
to which my heart gave the preference. 
Victoria, the elder, is tall and fair, her 
form the fineſt I ever beheld, and there 
is an air of dignity and reſerve in her 
manners, that commands univerſal re- 


ſpe& that ſeems to give her an inipli- 
cir claim to adoration. Her features are 
lovely, but I think her countenance has 
not ſo much expreſſion” as her ſiſter's. : 
Julia is all ſoul, all lovelineſs and fenfi-' 


: 


bility: ſhe is not ſo tall as her ſiſter, 
but elegance has ſhaped her form, and 

delicacy is marked on every feral, * 'It 
has ſtamped her mind too with all its 1 | 
graces, a winning ſweetneſs accompanies A 
her every act, and a feminine gentleneſs ' 


— EY her whole conduct. 
— Happy 
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4 Happy will-be the man who poſſeſſes this 
ſweet maid ; but bleſſed as the immor- 
tal gods myſt be ther yout-h Who obtains 
the heart of the divine Victoria. To gain 
the affection of the gentle Julia, it ſeems 
q 3 that it would ſuffice to be amiable; and 
ks win her ſympathy, but to conquer the 
bean of the dignified Victoria, appears 
Y only achievable by the perſeverance, the 
virtues and the qualifications of an hero 
of our foi mer glorious: days, when the 
meed of fame was beſtowed by the hand 
of beauty. To defcend from my alti- 
tudes, my dear Beaumont, and to bring 
my manuſcript into ſome compaſs, I muſt 
proceed in the language of plain matter- 
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off fact to inform you that, in compliance 


vich my promiſe to the Counteſs, I repre- 
ſented the caſe of her friend to ma chere 
mere, and in compliance with 225 promiſe” 
zo myſelf recommended the cauſe. of the 
family ſo emphatically, that my good mo- 


[1 3 ther ſmiled and ſaid, L perceive beauty is 
Fa powerful advocate, my dear Charles. 
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if ſne ſhould not ſee me at her aſſembly 
and ILwas too much charmed with her 
fair gueſts, not to profit by the occaſion 
of ſeeing them again ſo ſoon. But I de- 
clare to you, my dear Moubray, I was ſo 
ſtruck with the beauty of each, though 
as different as poſſible, that I knew not 
to which my heart gave the preference. 

Victoria, the elder, is tall and fair, her 
form the fineſt I ever beheld, and there 
is an air of dignity and reſerve in her 
manners, that commands univerſal fe- 
ſpe& that ſeems to give her an inipli- 
cir claim to adoration. Her features art 
lovely, but I think her countenance has 
not ſo much expreſſion” as her fiſtet's. 
Julia is all ſoul, all lovelineſs and — * 
bility: ſhe is not ſo tall as Ber ſiſter, 
but elegance has ſhaped her form, oy 
_— Is Fanarked” on Fray” feartife, Jt 
grabes; a winning fedttnek eats 
her every act, and a feminine gentleneſs 
2 throughout her "whole conduct. 
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Happy will be the man who poſlefſesthis 
ſweet maid ; but bleſſed as the: immor- 
tal gods mpſt be che youth ho obtains 
the heart of the divine Victoria. To gain 
the affection of the gentle Julia, it ſeems 
chat it! would. ſuffice to be amiable, and 
to win her ſympathy, but to conquer the 
heart of the dignified Victoria, appears 
only achievable by the perſeverance, the 
virtues and the qualifieations of an hero 
of our foi mer glorious days, when the 
meed of fame was beſtowed by the hand 
of beauty. To deſcend from my alti- 
tudes, my dear Beaumont, and to bring 
my manuſcript into ſome compaſs, I muſt 
proceed in the language of plain matter- 
offact to inform you that, in compliance 
wich my promiſe to the Counteſs; I repre- 
ſented the caſe of her friend to ma chere 
mere, and in compliance with my. promiſe 
zo.myſelf recommended the cauſe of the 
family ſo emphatically, that my good mo- 
ther ſmiled and ſaid, I perccive beauty is 
4 powerful advocate, my dear Charles. 
gd C., l ſhould 
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I ſhould have judged; had you not men- 
tioned it, that the Demoiſelles de St. 
Clair were very handſome. I declare to 
you, and I am aſhamed of it, I felt quite 
peeviſh for the firſt time in my life, and 
replied with gravity,” I hoped that to 
| mark energy in behalf of my | fellow 
| creatures, was not ſo new in me as to give 
[ room to ſuppoſe beauty alone could excite 
it. Obſerving concern, however, in my 
mother's countenance, and conſcience 
giving me a ſudden twitch, J added in a 
gay tone, You know, my dear Madam, 
Jam an. enthuſiaſt, and gallantry is a 
part of my profeſſion comme officier, and 
kiſſing her hand, went ſinging out of the 
room. M y gaiety was however only on 
the Larface, and laſted; no. longer than 
till 1 gained my own apartment; for 

there ſome ſerious reflections occurred; I 
was Alarmed at the new ſenſations I had 
felt, "and reſolved to be guarded in future 
in iny expreſſions reſpefting the fair St. 
Clairs. But the G s aſſembly re- 
ſtored 
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ſtored my ſpirits, I was dre charmed 
with the lovely fiſters Nad before; in 
fine; I have thought of nothing elſe 
ſince. My ſteps are ever turned towards 
the hotelle of the Counteſs, but prudence 
reſtrains my going too frequently; ſo 1 
wheel round and pout. Am I in love, 
Beaumont? Tell me ſoon; for J am itti- 
patient to have the peg "OR: g 

Adieu. a 


911 \ Ever gase dig Nen 
— - 2,1. | CHARLES DE BEAUMONT; 


5. S. I ought bo thank you for your 
couſin to me; to be allied to you, anc 
with ſo amiable a companion, „is the moſt 
deſirable circumſtance in the world; but 
victoria commands me to fee} that m iy 
counitrywornen will not yield their claims 

on me even to les belles Angloiſes. It, how; 
ever, you are as ſolicious for my alliance a as 
Jam for yours;'you vill actede to a pro: 


22 Will make, for you ſrem to füp- 


r 
poſe a Frenchman would ſuit your lively 
couſin better than an Engliſhman, it is 
to preſent my relation, the Count de 
Lauſan, who is going over to England to 
Mademoiſelle. He is a great admirer of 
Engliſh women, and thinks, them the 
beſt wiyes in the world : his mother was 
one, and i it is owing to that circumſtance 
that he was brought up a Proteſtant. 
Without naming our deſign, I will, with 
your leave, give him letters for you, and 
if your aimable couſine can like him, Iwill 
inſure her happineſs, for he is one of 
the beſt. men in.the world, and his exter- 

nal advantages have gained him much 
diſtinction among thoſe who ſeek no far- 
ther. s Once, more adieu, my dear Che- 
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bY mw r üer 8er of my life, by pre- 
cluding the attainment of any amuſing 


bt intelligence, prevents my addreſſing 


you ſo frequently as I otherwiſe ſhould, 
my dear Clara; to want topics of com- 
munication is ſuppofed to be rather un- 
common with our ſex, while love, vanity, 
or ſcandal, are to be found in the world; 
but thoſe men are unjuſt! who aſcribe to 
all che faults of ſome : indeed, l think the 
other ſex are too much inclined, in ge- 
feral; to deal unfairly with us. They 
make beauty the ſole object of their at- 
tention, and then exclaim againſt us for 
not endeavouring to engage them by what 
is eſtimable: they convince us chat their 
creed, in relation to beauty, is ſimilar to 
and as implicit as their faith in their ſove- 
reign ;—a lovely woman, like the king, 
can n do: no wrong; every folly that affec- 
tation 
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tation ever gave birth to is admired and 
encouraged; and then, with a ſmile of 
ſuperiority, the lords of the creation af- 
fect to pity the weakneſs they create. 
Another charge I bring againſt the men 
is a ſtrange and very reprehenſible incon- 
ſiſtency too many of them are guilty of, 
which is, that though they all pretend to 
admire delicacy and modeſty in women; 
few, very few of them there are, but what 
delight in a ftile of converſation, calcu- 

lated either to wound or deſtroy. what 
they affect to approve. If they ſuppoſe 
modeſty is aſſumed, by that ſuppoſition 
they inſult us; if they believe it real, to 
take a mean advantage of their power 
to offend, where they know reſentment 
cannot be ſhewn, is cowardly; at any 
rate, men who are guilty of this ſhould 
never be admitted into virtuous ſociety. 
Vou will think, if I go on at this rate, 
my dear Clara, I mean to write a ſatire 
againſt the men, if I did, it would only 
be 4 * return »f ſavours, for they, in 
general 
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general, delight to animadvert, and witli 
bitterneſs, on our failings: ſome too, who 
have affected to be our friends, Pope, 


| and even Addiſon when he could ſtrike a 
W //y blow, never ſpared us. I have ob- 


I ſerved a narrow jealouſy of our under- 
ſtanding in almoſt all men, and very 
rarely among authors have found equa - 


lity in this point granted. A few, among 
the moſt judicious and candid, have, to 
be ſure, ſaid ſo many handſome things on 
the occaſion, as are ſufficient to repay us 
for the injuſtice of ſome, and the con- 
tempt of others. Among them, the ele- 
gant Pratt, the ſenſible Knox, the amia- 
ble Gregory, and the | incomparable: 
Cowper, are moſt conſpicuous for diſcenn- 
ment and liberality. The underſtanding, 
however, is a point I will eafily yield for 
my own part; let them only not diveſt 
us of every amiable property and ſuperior 
genius, they ſhall poſſeſs the reputation 
unmoleſted for your friend Adelaide. I 
was e with a reply ſent by a 

young 
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young- acquaintance of mine, ſome little 

time ago, to a gentleman who took up a i 
volume of .Paſquin's poems, chat lay on 
the table, and read his verſes on Fe- 
* male Inconſtancy, in triumph to her 
perhaps you may not recollect them, 
therefore I will incloſe copies of botb. 
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SOME have prefumed to roam the Cretan maze, 
When reaſon only gave their wit aclew; _ 

Or ſweep the oozy bed of Perſia's ſeas, 
And _ ne*er bade the labourers adieu. 


men 119997 2.074 71190 211 
But none, on by nen brd, 
Hlave e'er relied on their reſtricted fill, 
To gain thoſe heights, ambition oft deſir d. 
e the 3 n. ein. | 27 


In that frail origin of nameleſs ad, | . 
That ſeat of gladneſs, and that womb of woe; 
The mental olive's choak d by noiſome weeds, 
And von and yapity in union en Si 
BY In ustho 1A 
. | There 


on 
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There wiſh meets wiſh, and ſighs ſeccoed to ſighs, 
'Till each the other "OP annoys; _ 08.3 
Their kindred paſſions wreſtle as they riſe, ba 
And W — „ : 


£3 


. 


All-pitying Fate, who 8 our race toeare, 
And touch'd with peſtilenee the human wn 
N the ſyſtem,” make them wiſe as fair, 
Pi tet our heayen-antecede, our death. | 
Fass renn p- 179 


e 3142 
TRUE! 1 man of reaſon idly val; FEEL 
For uſeleſs knowledge far will roam, 
A wall's dimenſions to obtain, 
Or learn the tinge of Ztaa's foams, | DTIC" 


Nor, by his vaſt ambition fir d. 
Can eben a world his ſearch confive; 1 AT = 
By love of fame, not truth inſpir'd,, Ye ae 
He doudts and queſtions pow'r divine, 


13 39 GORGE $3807 * 1994 * Son 1. 
But yet to fathom. woman 's mind. 
He deems, tis ſaid, a deſp'rate ſcheme 
Ne'er muſt he hope the eauſe to find. 
Whence they with jarring ſyſtems teem. 


: 
4. 


18) 1 weit 


Whence vanity and Voerch unite | | ; 2 5 * hs 
At once to grace the mind, and ſpoil,” 3 | 
Whence weeds, \ with flow'rs, that charm. the light, 
Are An of one parent foſl. 

Leſs 


( 42 4 
Lefs boaſtful of her powers, leſs vain, + 
Woman may yet the queſtion ſcan, 
And ſolve it, with a reaſon plain, 
Tb impe ect maſs was made for man, 


Hence, does their inconſiſtence riſe, 

Hence, every folly, every ſinz _ 

Hence, forms which charm all hearts and eyes, 
Loſe half their pow's from faults within. 


45 4 4d + H. atth 
Then, mortal, yield thy wain requeſt, 
Reſt ſure, it ne'er will be obtain'd, 
Since every fault muſt quit thy breaſt, 
E'er heaven or ange Is can be . 


You will not . my friend's Sven 
very poetic, perhaps, but the turn will, I 
think, pleaſe you, as you will perceive the 
Lion has turned painter now. I think 1 
ſhould tell you they. were penned and 
ſent off -in-three hours a the Fee 
man 8 departure. 0 

I vas much obliged te to yo ob you 
account of Sir Henry Moubray. I 
joice that travelling has not 1 
bim, but I think his campagnon de voy- 
1 ual Thave heard, is a very amiable cha- 
| © racer; 
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racter; hence he ran leſs riſk than if he 


had been obliged to ſeek his aſſociates 
among his own countrymen, who, am 
ſorry to learn, diſgrace the name of Eng- 
liſhman in every. country they pals 
= through, by their wild and ridiculous ex- 
bay ploits. However they ſcatter their gold 


4 it in ſuch abundance, that the ſufferers * 


nerally think themſelves amply recom- 
penſed, and laud the generoſity of les 
== lords Anglois, but the higher ranks are 
very careful how they give admittance to 
an Engliſhman. This is information my 
brother has given me, and you know he 
is pretty accurate in his obſervations. Sir 
Henry did not ſtay long at Paris, I think, 
after his return from the grand tour. I 
commend your prudence, Clara, in 
guarding your heart againſt the attacks 
of ſo many powerful attractions. I will 
take your adviee, and muſt not therefore 
encounter the petils of a viſit to Moubray 
Caſtle. Vour anecdote of Mr. and Mrs. 

eee me much. A miſtake 
| aroſe 
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aroſe in this neighbourhood lately, which 
afforded much amuſcment.; it was not ſo 
eventful c or ſerious as your's, but; created 
almoſt as much confuſion, Mrs. Fer- 
rers, who is a devout Roman Catholic, 
and very charitable, bad obſerved a gen · 
teel looking man in perſon, but ſhabby: 
in his drefs, attend very conſiantly at 
chapel; ſhe apprehended him to be ſome 
decayed gentleman whoſe feelings pre- 
cluded his ſoliciting relief, and refolved 
to make him a little offering in as quiet 

a way as poſſible. Watching, therefore, 
when he went to take the holy water., 
ſhe contrived to flip a half- crown into 
his hand, and walked off inſtantly to 
prevent diſtreſſing him and 19 5 by 
receiving acknowledgements. In the 
courſe of a few days ſhe went to pay a 
bridal viſit to the young Counteſs of 
Dartſbury: while they were at tea, her 

Ladylhip' 8 is Sir John Bew, Was 
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of poor Mrs. Nane the found, f in the 
object of her charitable donation, a man 
poſſeſſed of one and twenty thouſand a 
year. In her agitation and ſurprize the 
tea cup fell from her hand, Sir John 
flew to pick it up and recognized his 
benefactreſs. A ſmile inſtantly poſſeſt 
his countenance, and he made his, ac- 
knowledge ments to the lady in very 
grateful terms; but obſerving her con- 
fuſion increaſe, he rallied his appearance 
with fo much pleaſantry, that Mrs. Fer- 
refs fecovered her natural eafe, and be- 
fore they parted, he inquired if ſhe did 
not really mean it as a reproof, vowed 
hewould keep her gift among his choi- 
ceſt treaſure; and bas fince ſent het a moſt 
elegant purſe with ſome very fine me- 
dals, and a complimentary letter in allu- 
fion to her beneficence. Thus have 1 
given you anecdote for anecdote, and. 
muſt now take my leave. We go to 
town next weck. Pray when do you 
make 


4 1 
make your entre into the gay city? 4 A. 
"Sew; Arne Clara. Believe me, ak 
beds Affectionately your's, 8 
ere ADELAIDE Dozen. 


& Aer Movz zar to the den 
DR BREAUM or. 


A Caſtle. 


You defire me to decide whether 
you are in love, my dear Marquis, as 
far as one who has never felt the ſymp- 
toms can be competent to decide. 1 
think myſelf equal to pronounce, that 
you are already ſo much intereſted as to 
render a retreat very difficult - I would 
therefore adviſe you, if you apprehend 
any ſerious obſtacles, to play the part of 
one of the heroes you ſo greatly admife, 
and ſhew fortitude where 1 dtold ir is 
moſt 9 flying from an amiable 

object. 
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objedt This i is, perhaps, the only n 
in which, to avoid an enemy, is a proof 
of true courage. Lam ſo charmed with 
your deſcription .'of the lovely Julia, 
that had'not my reſolution been unalter- 
able, not to marry out of my own coun- 
try, I ſhould mofraffuredly have taken a 
trip back to Paris, as ſoon as my affairs 
were ſettled here, to lay ſiege to the heart 
of the gentle fair one you have deſcribed 
ſo intereſtingly. I am delighted with 
your plan reſpecting the Count de Lau- 
ſan. I am convinced Clara and him will 


ſuit each other exactly, and I confeſs 18 


every tie which promiſes to cement our 
union is anxiouſly ſought by me; as we 
do not mean to go to London tilb after 
Chriſtmas, for I wiſh my poor neigh- 
bours to enjoy the ſeſtivities of that fea» 
| ſon, it will be a favourable occaſion for 
the Count's viſit, provided he can prefer 
che calm pleaſures of our domeſtic circle 
to the gaietięes of the metropolis : I think 
n cannot be too cautious; where an 
oy union 
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und nion pf the parties is not deſirable,” how 
5 ſuffer a a mah and woman to be 
under the fathe roof for any time, as the 
youth naturally pays thoſe attentions po« 
liteneſs enjoins to the damſel, ſhe is 
pleaſed, hence both become agreeable, 
and the mind reſting on one object, where 
there are few to attract it, becomes deep- 
ly intereſted before the parties are aware 
they feel any thing beyond the fatisfat-. 
tion incident to being in an agreeable 
ſociety. I am called away - need { add, 


my dear Beaumont, that every effort in 


my power ſhall be made to render the 
abode of the Count de Lauſan here as 
agreeable to him as | poſſible. His own 


merits intitle him to this, and my. deſire 


to evince how ſenſible I am to the atten« 
tions ſhewn me at Paris by your famity, 
will heighten my ſolicitude to return it 
to any branch of that family. Pray in- 
form me in your nem of what family the 
St. Clans are, if well allied,” becauſe 1 


I your 


. Tz oc. i220 
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your hopes, if you have really conceived 
a N will depend. Adieu, 
dear Beaumont. Preſent out h 
and belere me, 11 
* Ever your's, G SUR ST 1, 
__ Henry Movozar. 
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The Marquis DE Mm to Sir Hxnar 
NMovskAx. 


| paris. 
You will receive this from the hand 
of Lauſan, whom I greatly envy the ſa- 
tisfaction he is about to enjoy in your 
ſociety, my dear Moubray. I am very 
ſure that your attentions will render 
Moubray Caſtle a paradiſe to him, par- 
ticularly if the goddeſs who inhabirs it. 
ſhould ſmile on him, but indeed you 
greatly oyer-xate-. our conduct towards. 
you; if you love me, never ſpeak, of it 


more. As ſo favourable an opportunity 
Vol. I. D offers, 


4 6 J 
offers, 1 fend. you the hiſtory of the St. 
Claits., Helas! I am ſcalible to the ex- 
cellence; of your advice, and the more 
ſtrongly feel the neceſſity of adopting it, 
from the obſervation of the cloſe of your 
letter; for on Family all my fate hangs 
in an alliance; it is a point my father and 
mother will never yield, it is a national 
prejudice more deeply rooted in them, 
perhaps in proportion to the value they 
ſet on their pedigree, which ranks them 
among the moſt ancient and honourable 
houſes of France, than in almoſt any of 
their whole nation. The St. Clairs, from 
a chain of events I ſhall relate, are left 
in abſolute ignorance of their claim to 
nobleſſe, 4 it is improbable their ever 
gaining intelligence on the ſubject. This 
holds out a wretched pro pect to me, 
who find my happineſs utterly depend on 
an union with Victoria. 1 have been 
much in her ſociety ſince, and each f in- 
"I 
terview has riverted my chains; 3 how- 


ehe 1 have not 3 loſt my prudence, 
for 
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for to avoid obſervation, 1 divide my 
attentions equally between the ſiſters; 
had I not known the incomparable Vic- 
toria, Julia had certainly poſſeſt my af- 
fections. She is fo amiable, and her 
every word and action breathes ſo much 
ſenſibility and unaffected goodneſs, that 
1 ſometimes doubt whether the is not the 
object of my love: but when I return to 
Victotia, every doubt vaniches I even 
reproach myſelf for entertaining them a 
moment; her fine ſenſe, her ſparkling 
wit, her divine charms, ſubdue my whole 
ſoul, and J feel that 1 would' yield my 
exiſtence rather han loſe her: As my 
attachmene is not ſuſpected, and our 
intimacy wich Madame” de Poitiers giv- 
ing me à fair pretext” for being much 
there, I have perpetnl opportunities of 
converſing with the fair St. Clairs, with 
Julia more that her fiſter; fo Madame, 
their motfier, goes out evety! morning ro | 
attend che bufineſs which brought her to 
Pulis; and Vicköria, F fuppoſe, attends 
* D 2 her, 


quence of my application to the Coun- 


1 


her, as s I never ſee ber but at the aſſem- 


bly 1 in an evening ; it is in "theſe inter- 


views I have been able to form a judg- 
ment of Julia's mind, and every new 
occaſion of obſervation enhances my 
eſteem for her virtues. I have not yet 
given any indication of my ſentiments to 
Mademoiſelle Victoire, unleſs my eyes 
have betrayed me; I have been on the 
point of it ſeveral times, but the fear of 
offending reſtrained me. I dread the 
loſing that ſhare of her confidence I now 
poſſeſs; for ſhe at preſent rather diſtin- 
guiſhes me in her addreſs, probably from 
the great zeal I have marked to promote 

the ſucceſs of Madame de St. Clair in her 
application to the Duke of Orleans; for 
dare not flatter myſelf ſhe really prefers 
me to the number of-elegant and amiable 
young noblemen who attend the Coun- 
teſs's aſſembly. My mother deſired me 
io inform myſelf of the nature of Ma- 
dame de St. Clair's claims: in conſe- 


teſs 
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teſs for this purpoſe, ſhe gave me the 
ſubjoined hiſtory. It preſents a very un- 
favourable prof; pect for me, however 
hope ſhall not be baniſhed, and perſe- 
verance may crown my wiſhes. 1 ſhall 
be anxious to learn whether our ſcheme 
ſucceeds. I ſhould like to ſee Lauſan 
bring over an Engliſh wife, and out of 
your family, bocadle I know he approves ' 
not the manners of our French belles. 
He, like you, is an advocate for domeſ- 
tic life; and, beſides the difficulty of 


* 
7 finding a lady poſſeſt of congenial ſenti- 
ments here, his religion places an obſta- | 
n 
cle in his way, and he would not, I am 
e 
Y convinced, marry a woman of a different 
| perſuaſion on any conſideration. I have 
r 
quite ſet my heart on the match. Adieu, 
8 c 2 * 11 633 4 #4 
T my. dear Chevalier, | 


More your's than my own, 
Cnanrxs DE BzAuMoNT. 
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Account of 'the Sr. CLA Family. 


Moxsizus de St. Clair was, the 
younger ſon of the Baron de Vernieul, of 
Vernieul in Normandy. The family 
eſtates are ſituated at about ten leagues 
from Caen, and are very conſiderable, 
but, as is cuſtomary in that country, they 
all devolved to the eldeſt ſon at the death 
of the father, which happened when 
Monſieur de St. Clair was very young. 
When he arrived at an age that required 
ſome proviſion to be made for him, and 
ſome profeſſion choſen, the Baron, bis 
brother, ſent him to Paris with a very 
ſmall ſum to try his fortune: he was ſo 
lucky on his arrival there to meet ſome 
of his countrymen, among whom were 
a captain of dragoons in the regiment de 
Bretagne; they thought him amiable 
and deſerving their friendſhip, and there- 
fore took him under their protection. 

3 He 
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He was adviſed by them to enter as a 
cadet into ſome regiment of infantry, 
where he might hope in time to rife, 
for there are no cadets in the dragoons. 
But the young man's purſe” would hot 
ſtand the expence of this, which he 
frankly avowed. His friends then wrote 
to his brother to advance a further ſum, 
but he excuſed himſelf under the pretext 
of having a large family, and that his fa- 


ther had left him no ready money. The 


young St. Clair knew this latter not to be 
a fact, but hoped little from any further 
application, as his brother was remarka- 
bly covetous. His friends, however, not 
diſcouraged; made a fecond application, 
but with | worſe Ticcefs than uttemded the 
former ; for they obtained no reply, and 
ſoon after the young man was given to 


underſtand that the Baton had ſold the 


family eſtates, and was retired with his 
wife and children into ſome foreign coun- 
try. Shocked to the ſoul at this intelli- 
gence, St. Clair vowed never more to ſeek 
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or have any connection with this unna- 
tural brother, and his diſguſt was increaſ- 
ed by his having alienated property, 
which had been for ages in the family. 
It was, however, neceſſary to decide on 
fome plan to obtain a ſubſiſtence, as he 
had now no reſource but in himſelf. Con- 
ſulting, therefore, once more with his 
friends, it was agreed that he had better 

ſerve for a few campaigns as a volunteer 

in the regiment of dragoons to which his 
friend belonged, who might in the courſe 
of a year ox two find an occafion of pro- 
moting him. Accordingly he entered as 

a volunteer in the regiment de Bretagne, 

and being ſolicitous to obtain the eſteem 

and merit the protection of his ſuperiors, 
he was greatly diſtinguiſhed by them. 

The undeſerved neglect of his brother 

inſpired him with an anxious defire to 

ſignalize himſelf in ſuch a manner as 
ſhould make him regret his deſertion, if 
ever he returned to his native country: 
wholly occupied with this idea, he reſol - 
veq; 
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ved to ſeize every occaſion todiſtinguiſb; 
himſelf. His firſt campaign was per- 
formed without his ſeeing the enemy. 
great diſappointment. The ſecond, 
however, he was more fortunate, and 
found the opportunity he ſo eagerly 
ſought. It was at the battle of Caſſel; 
where Monſieur commanded, that the 
armies were drawn up oppoſite to each 
other: for ſome time they amuſed them 
ſelves with {kirmiſhing, at length an offi - 
cer, extremely well mounted and armed, 
iſſued from the enemy's lines; and chal- 
lenged any one of the French army, to a 
fingle combat. St. Clair, who was in 
the front rank, burnt with impatience to 
attack this hero, who ſeemed to ſet his 
whole nation at defiance; and, though. 
only mounted in the ordinary way, and 
armed with one piſtol, made an effort to 
quit his ſtation for that puxpoſe, which 
the commandant of the ſquadron perceiv- 
ing, abſolutely forbid him to do. St. 
Clair was extremely mortified, and ob- 
7 D 5 ſerving 
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ſerving that the youth ſeemed to triumph 
in the idea that not one in the whole 
French army would venture to oppoſe 
him, he yielded every confideration40 

rhe deſire of defending the honour of his 
country; and putting ſpurs to his horſe 
he darted like lightning from the ranks, 
and joined the challenger. The officer 
faluted him by diſcharging a piſtol, 
which St. Clair happily eſcaped, and 
called out to him to fire again, which the 
other was ſo cowardly as to do. St. 
Clair then approached him in order to 
take him priſoner, but perceiving; that - 
he had ſome pocket piſtols, which he 
was preparing to make uſe of, he no 
longer kept any meaſures with him, but 
taking his aim ſteadily lodged three bul- 
lets in, his head, which, brought him in- 
ſlantly to the ground: St. Clair then diſ- 
mounted, and vaulting into the ſaddle 
of his late opponent; whoſe horfe was 
 famptuouſly,capariſhned, led his own in 
triumph to the French army. 


This 
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'This gallant action was extremely ap- 
plauded; but, though the commandant 
greatly admired the bravery of St. Clair; 
he was alſo greatly incenſed at his diſobe- 
dience. They were, however, too near 
coming to an action for him to take no- 
tiee of it then: the day was decided in 
favour of the French, and our young he- 
ro's name was diſtinguiſhed among thoſe 
who had given the greateſt proofs of cou- 
rage. But this did not prevent his being 
immediately that the battle was over put 
under arreſt. The commandant, how- 
ever, more charmed with the ſpirit of St. 
Clair than irritated at the diſregard he 
had evinced to his orders, applied to his 
Royal Highneſs, Monſieur, to obtain his 
releaſe, and related the action which had 
incurred his puniſhment. The prince 
was ſo delighted with St. Clair's bravery, 
that he not only ordered him inſtantly to 

e ſet at liberty, but deſired that he might 
de 1atroduced to him. Accordingly-he 
was preſented by his captain, ho hav- 
5 "Ws ing 
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ing given an account of his extraction, 
his Royal. Highneſs appointed him to an 
enſigncy in his awn regiment of guards, 
Which was yacant, and rewarded/him be- 
des with a penſion of a thouſand livres. 
From, that time St. Clair became attach- 
ed to the ſervice of the Orleans family, 
and conducted himſelf in ſuch. a manner 
as to prove that his. underſtanding and 
heart were not inferior to his ſpirit. He 
had been near ten years in the ſervice of 
Monſieur, when bis Royal Highneſs went 
to paſs the end of the ſummer at his 
caſtle of Villars-Coteret. St. Clair was 
among the number of thoſe who attend- 
ed him on this occaſion, and here he be- 
came enamoured of the daughter of the 
head warden of the adjoining foreſt. As 
be was highly in favour with the Prince, 
be boped to obtain not only his. conſent 
to his marriage with the fair Claude de 
| Rance, but the ſucceſſion to the place of 
his intended father-in- -law, who was ex- | 
wremaly old, as this appointment would 
enable 
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enable him to live in a very eligible ſtile. 
His royal - maſter,” immediately that he 
learnt his wiſhes, -accorded with them, 
and in the courſe of a ſhort-time the nup- 
tials were celebrated. The impreſſion of 
ill treatment he had received from his 
brother was too ſtrong on the mind of St. 
Clair, to admit of his making any inquiry 
after him during this interval, and indif- 
ferent to the ſucceſſion of a name he 
thought ſo diſgraced, to whieh the num- 
ber of his nephews gave him alſo little 
proſpect of ſucceeding, he took not the 
uſual ſtep at his marriage of proving his 
claim to nobleſſe. Madame de St. Clair 
was not ambitious, their fortune enabled 
them to enjoy the elegancies of life, and 
their ſituation placed them among the 
firſt people of the neighbourhood-; happy 
in each other and reſpected by all around, 
they had not a wiſh unſatisfied. His 
royal maſter ſtil} continued his favour to 
St. Clair, and as a proof gave his name 
to his ſon, to whom he W 

wo 
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Two daughters, befides this ſon, Vigoria 
and Julia, were in the courſe of five years 
born to Monſieur and Madame de St. 
Clair; their happineſs was complete, too 
complete for mortals to enjoy long. St. 
Clair was ſuddenly made a victim to that 
dread monarch whoſe empire is univer- 
ſal, he left to a diſconſolate widow the 
mournful office of bringing up three fa- 
therleſs children; had the grief of Ma- 
dame de St. Clair admitted augmenta- 
tion from a circumſtance which in the 
ſorrows that ariſe from wounded affec- 
tion are ſeldom felt, ſhe would have ex- 
perienced that addition in the loſs of 
a great part of her income, which went 
with the place her huſband had poſſeſt; 
but this was a part of her misfortune ſhe 
Vas long inſenſible to: when ſhe firſt la- 
mented it, her children alone were the 
occaſion. His Royal Highneſs Mon- 
ſieur was extremely concerned at the loſs 
of the brave St. Clair; to mark his regard 
to his memory he continued the penſion 

2 to 
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to his widow, and appointed her apart - 
ments in the caſtle of Villars - Coteret. 
This aſſiſtance, in aid of a ſmall patri- 
mony of her own, enabled Madame de 
St. Clair to give her children an educa- 


tion ſuitable to the ſtile in which they 
were brought up. His Royal Highneſs 
had promiſed that his god-ſon ſhould 
have an enfigncy in his regiment, when 
he attained the proper age; hence his 
mother was ſolicitous to obtain every ad+ 
vantage of inſtruction for him that this 
appointment demanded: and as ſhe was 
claſſed among the firſt people of the 
neighbourhood, ſhe waſhed. to give her 
daughters ſuch accompliſhments as were 
poſſeſt by their aſſociates. Hence ſhe 
devoted her whole time, and the. largeſt 
part of her income, to the advantage of 
her children. Her maternal care is am- 
ply rewarded ; few young women are ſo 
completely accompliſhed as les Demay- 
ſelles de St. Clair. Their brother does 
equal honour to his inſtructors, he is re- 
preſented 
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_ preſented as amiable; brave and ſpirited.” 
New misfortunes have lately'ariſen to Ma- 


dame de St. Clair. The death of Mon- 
ſieur, which happened lately, depri ves her 
of her penſion, and her hopes of a provi- 
ſion for her ſon: immediately on the in- 
telligence of her protectors death ſne 
came to Paris with her daughters, to 
ſolicit the continuation of her penſion 
by Madame, or the Duke of en ſon 
to the late Monß eur. 
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THE bee, u my tht Chevalier; is 
the account I received from the Counteſs 
of the St. Clair family; you will perceive 
how unfavourable it is to my hopes. As 
Monteur de St. Clair did not prove his 
nobleſſe on his marriage, and left no teſ- 
timony of it among his papers, and as no 
intelligence has been gained of his family 
fo long, an inſurmountable barrier ſeems 
to oppoſe me. However; I ſhall not ſuf- 
2010 : fer 
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ſer any. obſtacle to overpower my reſolu 
tion. I will ſpare no pains or expenee 
to find out the Baron de Vernieul, and in 
the mean time will aſſiduouſſy cultivate 
the eſteem of Madame de St. Clair, and 
the affection of the beauteous Victoria. 
I have already gained ground with Ma- 
dame, by the zeal I have evinced to ſerve 
her in the buſineſs that brought her to 
Paris. As our family have ſo much in- 
tereſt with the houſe of Orleans I have 
little doubt of her obtaining the ſuit ſhe 
ſolicits. I am making uſe of my own 
particular intereſt to obtain a commiſſion 
for her ſon in the ſame regiment with 
myielf, as he was diſappointed of his ex- 
pectations from Monſieur, by his Royal 
Highneſs's death. If I ſucceed, of which 
I have little doubt, I ſhall win the heart 
of this good mother. She aſcribes my 
ſolicitude on this occaſion to the friend». 
ſhip which ſubſiſts between our family and... 
that ofthe Counteſs, no ſuſpicion therefore 
is raiſed. As buſineſs of this ſort is not 
ſettled 
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ſettled in a few days, even where the 
ſucceſs is almoſt certain, Madame de St. 
Clair and her lovely daughters will be 
detained ſome time at Paris. This will 
give me che occaſion I with for gaining 
the favour of my divine miſtreſs. If I 
can but obtain her heart, every other 
point will. ſeem trifling that oppoſes my 
wiſh. Adieu, my dear Moubray. 


15214) DR Sr. Quin to Leuna DB 
RAxCE”. 


Fus ner Gil 1 dope, prove to 
you, my dear couſin, that neither ab- 
ſence nor the gayeties of Paris have the 
effect your affectionate apprehenſions 
ſuggeſted, of making me forget you. 

The claims on my heart are thoſe which 
will ever have meſt power with me, and 
Paris preſents objects that engage only 
my Sun or my eyes. The amuſe- 
ments 
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ments here pleaſed me at firſt, but I ſoon 
grew tired of them, nor have I experi- 
enced, ſince my arrival in this place, one 
ſatis faction that can at all bear a compa- 
riſon with the ſweet ſenſations produced 
by our ſocial intercourſe, my dear Louiſa. 
When we communed on friendſhip, on 
ſympathy, on the many affecting topics 
that uſed to engage us; when we walked 
out to viſit, and to aſſiſt our poor neigh- 
bours, I have felt my heart dilate, and 
my eyes have overflowed with tenderneſs; 
but here all is reftraige, the ſociety ap» 
pears to me to conſiſt of aut omatons; 
they talk indeed of the charm of fenti- 
ment, but their actions, and the very 
tone in which they utter their ſtudied 
ſpeeches, prove it is the language of art, 
not the voice of nature. They expreſs 
a vaſt deal of concern for us, and affect 
to take a great intereſt in our welfate, 
but their commiſeration is calculated to 
humiliate rather than ſooth, and their 

ariſe 
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ariſe in curioſity and ſet in compliment. 
One family, who are among the diſtin- 
guiſhed friends of Madame de Poitiers, 
have proved that they take a real concern 
in our welfare, that of the Duke de 
Beaumont; they are great favourites at 
court, and employ their power to, the 
beſt purpoſes ; we are ſo happy as to be 
thought worthy their attention; and from 
their exertions in her favour our excellent 
parent has reaſon to hope fucceſs to tlie 


ſuit ſhe came here to ſolicit, I truſt that 


dear and reſpected parent will ſoon ſee 
an end to her troubles. You deſired me 
to be particular in my intelligence re- 
ſpecting my ſiſter; I am fo accuſtomed 
to communicate my every thought to 
you, my dear Louiſa, that ] ſhould haye. 
given you a faithful account of all that 
occurred without this charge. It has. 
happened as we ſuſpected, the Chevalier 
D'Aubiga immediately followed us to 
Paris; and my ſiſter, under pretence of 
going to maſs every morning, meets him 


at 
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at his aunt's. My mother does not in 
the leaſt ſuſpect her, not that ſhe would 
have any objection, were not the Cheva- 
lier's proſpects ſo remote; for though 
his uncle is old, he is healthy and may 
live many years, my mother therefore 
would diſcourage the attachment. But 
I believe the poor Chevalier has another 
obſtacle. to dread even more fatal to his 
hopes. I ſuſpect my ſiſter has made a 
new conqueſt, and one which, if I am 
not miſtaken in her character, will ſoon 
influence her to baniſh her firſt lover. 
The ſacrifice will not, I believe, coſt her 
much. I think Victoria is not ſuſceptible 
of genuine affection: to be a Marchio- 
neſs would, I am perſuaded, be more de- 
firable in her eyes, than to become the 
wife of the moſt amiable private charac- 
ter in the univerſe. The lover my ob- 
ſervation has influenced me to aſſign her 
is the Marquis de Beaumont. His looks, 
his attentions, his animated manner in 
ſpeaking of her to me, convince me he 

is 
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is particularly inteveſted about her. I 
hope, my Louiſa, no mean jealoufy ſug - 
geſts the idea, but I o] I regret that 
Victoria ſnould have inſpired an affection 
in tlie heart of che Marquis de Beau- 
mont, nbt on account of his rank or for- 
tune, nor yet becauſe he is eſteemed the 
handſomeſt and moſt accompliſhed 
young nobleman of the court, no, theſe 
excite not my regret; I lament it, be- 
cauſe I believe the Marquis pofleſſes 
merits ſhe will neither diſtinguiſh nor 
duly appreciate. 1 have had many op- 
portunities of converſing with him, and 
I have in conſequence diſcovered quali- 
ties which are not diſcerned in the com- 
mon intercourſe of the world, ſtrong 
ſenſibility marks his character: this will 
render him either very miſerable or truly 
happy in a matrimonial connection; he 
has fine ſenſe and great good nature, wah 
all the qualification that eridear 1 in a0. 
meſtic life. I am fure 1 ſhould not envy 
| my ſiſter were fhe che wie of the Duke of 
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Orleans, but I think I ſhould ſigh to ſee 
her united to the Marquis de Beaumont. 
Though our expences are neceſſarily in- 
creaſed here, I yet contrive to ſave ſome» 
thing for our. poor penſioners; if you will 
have the goodneſs to advance my ſhare 
of their allowance, I will thankfully repay 
you when we meet. Adieu, my dear 
couſin. Remember me as tenderly as 
you are remembered by your faithful 
friend, 


JvxiA vs Sr. Sha 


Sir HExRY Movusray to the Marquis 
DE BEAUMONT. 


Moubray Caſtle. 


Your packet was delivered, my 
dear friend, by the hand of Count Lau- 
ſan laſt week, it claims my belt acknow- 
ledgements ; but before I advert to that 
pd 1 muſt. inform you we are all 
charmed 
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charmed with the agreeable addition 
made to our ſociety by the arrival of 
your couſin, and none more ſo than the 
fair Clara: as far as it is poſſible to judge 
from the ſhort time the Count has been 
here, I really think our plan will ſucceed. 
I wiſh, my dear Beaumont, your proſ- 
pect of accompliſhing what more imme- 
diately concerns you was as favourable, 
but I cannot flatter you. I am convin- 
ced the Duke will never be influenced to 
conſent to your union with a woman 
whoſe claims to rank are not aſcertained, 
and JI am ſure you will never marry with 
out his approbation. All your hopes, 
therefore, muſt reſt on your diſcovering 
the Baron de Vernieul; time and the 
pains you will employ may produce that 
effect, but you do not ſay whether you 
have any clue; had he no friend in the 
neighbourhood to whom he communi- 
cated his deſtination? I ſhould adviſe 
your going yourſelf, or ſending a perſon 
whoſe fidelity and capacity for the un- 
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dertaking you can depend on, to make 
the inquiry. My heart bled for the ſuf- 
feriags of poor Madame de St. Clair; 1 
hope her future days will be more happy 
than the former; that her children will 
repay the tenderneſs and attention ſhe has 
evinced towards them. I am convinced, 
if you ſucceed in your wiſh to become 
her ſon-in-law, ſhe will. have cauſe to 
congratulate her whole family on an ac- 
quiſition that muſt promote their general 
felicity. I rejoice in the ſucceſs that 
promiſes to attend Madame de St. Clair's 
application; it is an addition to the ſatis- 
faction I feel too on the occaſion, to know 
you are inſtrumental to it; becauſe it 
will make you happy to contribute to 
that ſucceſs. If the extent of our mu- 
tual regard was to be decided by the 
length of our epiſtle, my dear Beaumont, 
I ſhould ſhrink abaſhed from the compe- 
tition; but, as I am conſcious my friend - 
ſhip will not yield to yours, however ani- 
mated it may be, I will conſole myſelf, 

You, I. E that 
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that / ĩt will ſtand a clearer teſt than the 
length of my letters; beſides, I promiſe 
you that proof in addition to any other 
you may require, when 1 am in love. La 
belle paſſion affords a copious ſubject al- 
ways; may it afford happy as well as 
enlarged communication from you hence- 
forth, ſincerely wiſhes, my dear friend, 

Your's, faithfully,  -/ 
HENRY MouBRAY. 
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Miſs How arp. ro Miſs DoRMER. 


Moubray Caſtle. 


Dip you never obſerve, my dear Ade- 
laide, that, when one forms. a reſolution, 
ſomething or other always happens to in- 
fluence us to forego it. I am a living in- 
ſtance at this moment. I talked of ne- 
ver giving my heart without being ſure 
of one in return, and felt quite confident 
in my power of retaining it; but my 
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mind miſgives me ſtrangely, that I have 
placed my fate where I am uncertain of 
its proving wretched or happy. I great - 

ly fear I have made my felicity depend 
on a circumſtance that I cannot judge 
the event of. To be explicit, my dear 
Adelaide, from ſome feelings which play 
about my heart, I believe that heart is 
deeply intereſted in favour of a certain 
youth, who has been ſome time on a 
viſit at Moubray Caſtle : it is the Count 
de Lauſan—a foreigner too! who has 
wrought this work. He is a relation of 
the Marquis de Beaumont, and came here 
particularly recommended by him. Sir 
Henry ſpoke of him in the higheſt terms, 
and you know my confidence in his 
judgement. . I was, therefore, prepared 


to be pleaſed ; and his perſon and man- 
ners were calculated to confirm the fa- 


vourable ideas I had entertained. He 
is handſome, elegant, and accompliſhed. 
Thoſe attentions to our ſex, which the 
French ſo completely underftand, he 

| E 2 evinces 


evinces in the moſt delicate ſtile. Tri 


the only young woman he can addreſs 
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fine, my dear, he is a very charming man. 
I think my good aunt is almoſt as much 
pleaſed with him as myſelf. 1 know not 
how to interpret his conduct towards me; 
it is mort particular than to any body 
elſe. He always ſeeks my fociety, and 
his eyes ſometimes ſay very flattering 
things; but then I confider that I am 


here—that his nation is proverbially gal- 
lant: in ſhort, I know not what to think. 
And would you marry a foreigner, Clara, 
quit your native country, and bid adieu 
to all the companions of your youth? T 
would marry a foreigner, Adelaide 
would take up my reſidence in a. ſtrange 
land, but not bid adieu to the compa- 
nions of my youth. Remember child, 
that | - 
. Calais from the Kentifh ſtrand is ſeen, 
A gentle current only rolls between. 


So that I could frequently come and viſit 
my 
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my native country, and my youthfut 
companions might come and enjoy the 
gaieties of Paris. You, my Adelaide, 
will ever, I hope, marry whom I will, 
conſider my houſe as a ſecond home. 1 
own, I like the French ſo much, that I 
could be vaſtly happy among them. 
Want of ſincerity is a fault objected ta 
them; but that is what would not annoy 
me: for I ſhould want no friends out of 
my domeſtic circle, and, as companions, 
1 ſhauld find them very delightful, I 
know. I have laid it all out, you per- 
ceive. I ſuppoſe my next will deſcribe 
my bridal dreſs, jewels, &c. unleſs I 
ſhould happen to recollect in the inter- 
mediate time, that one article of ſome 
conſequence is not ſettled, viz. obtain- 
ing the bridegroom's conſent. Well! 
though I have loft my heart, I have not 
ſuffered my ſpirits to eſcape too; for the 
honour of the ſex I would not pine, even 
if my fwain was cruel: therefore, do 
not ſend me any pity when you write. 

* - - By 
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By the bye, I onght to thank you for 
your laſt entertaining epiſtle : ar the time 
I received it, J was charmed with the 
jaftnefs of your animadverſion on * the 
* he creatures,” delighted with the re- 
tort courteous of your fatire, and abſo- 
lutely enraptured with the poetical reply 
to the ſaucy charges brought againſt us. 
Your lion would not only out-paint the 
man, when the implements were in his 
hands, but would excel the eloquent 
roarings againſt us of Button's celebrated 
animal. Greatly, however, as I have 
enjoyed the malicious pleafure of your 
remarks, I have loſt ſomewhat of my re- 
liſh for them ſince I have been acquaint- 
ed with the Marquis; he and my couſin 
have brought the men into greater fa- 
your with me: to be fure they are the 
only two I ſee, (except the clergyman 
of the pariſh) and being thus accuſtomed. 
to view only what is amiable in the ſex, I 
karn to forget there are ſuch perverſe; 
unreaſonable being as ſome we have 
met, 
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met, my dear Adelaide. 1 ſhould, per- 
haps, in time believe that men were all 
amiable, if I were to remain here; but 
the above-mentioned PARSON, as the vul- 
gar call bim, on his occaſional viſits, 
convinces me the lords of the creation 
can be ſuperlatively ridiculous. When I 
have nothing more intereſting to write 
upon, perhaps I may give you a ſketch 
of our paſtor's character; it is an origi- 
nal. Adieu, my ſweet Adelaide; be- 
lieve me ever affectionately 5 
Vour's, 
mr > "CLARA HowazD. 
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The Marquis d Bzauzour to Sir. Hana 
e Mounzar. 53; Ne 


EvkRY! moment ay Hine ſince I re- 
ceived your's, my dear Moubray, has 
been taken up with affairs of ſuch inte- 
reſting import to me; that, till now, I 
2E E 4 have 
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have not bad it in my power to write. 
Till you learn all that has paſſed, you 
will, perhaps, accuſe. me of neglect. 
When I impart it I am ſure you will ex- 
cuſe me. In the firſt place, I muſt thank 
you for your advice reſpecting the diſco- 
very of the Baron de Vernueil. I could 
not go myſelf, but have diſpatched a 
competent meſſenger into Nermandy, , 
with full inſtructions. I impatiently ex. 
p8& his return. Now to the hiſtory of 
the heart. Since 1 laſt wrote, I bave 
made a full declaration of my affection 
to che lovely Victonia. The occaſion 
was unexpected, and I was almoſt un- 
conſcious of what I uttered. She recei- 
ved the avowal with that dignity which 
accompanies her every act, and was, at 
the ſame time, very explicit. She ſaid 
ſhe was ſuperior to the affectation of pre- 
tending inſenſibility to my merits. She 
knew, however, that fate bad placed in- 
ſurmountable bars to our union. I Was 


the ſole ä of one of the firſt 
houſes 
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houſes of France; ſhe, though in fact 
of a noble family, could barely bring 
proof of being a gentle woman. She 
knew my relations would never conſent, 
nor would her mother countenance ad- 
dreſſes that were not authorized by them; 
particularly as feeling herſelf under ſuch 
obligations. Hence it would be unpar- 
donable to encourage an attachment 
which promiſed only miſery, for ſhe was 
reſolved never to do. ought that ſhould 
give a moment's uneaſineſs to the beſt of 
parents. I was too elated at the acknow- 
ledgement Victoria had made, that ſhe: 
was not inſenſible to what ſne was pleaſed 
to call my merits, to attend to her objec- 
jections, (as obſtacles) though they ex- 
cited my eſteem in a high degree; Þ: 
therefore proceeded to combat her opi- 
nions, I repreſented, that the affection 
of my parents was ſuch. for me, that 1 
was ſure, when they found all my happi- 
neſs depended. on an union with her, they 


would conſent, that any family, hows 
* BE 
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ever great, muſt be honoured by her al- 
liance; and, if T obtained her permiſſion, 
I would adopt fuch meaſures to diſ- 
cover her uncle, as ſhould remove the 
only obſtacle that could be oppoſed : in 
the mean time, all I required was per- 
miſſion to aſſure her of my ardent affec- 
tion, my reſpect, and eternal conſtancy. 
She anſwered, that love deceived me, by 
encouraging me to entertain falſe hopes. 
She thought there was little probability 
of circumſtances taking the turn I ſup- 
poſed ; and, as ſhe cauld not conſent to 
any clandeſtine proceedings, ſhe muſt 
beg not to hear from me on the ſubject 
again. I ſhould have been greatly diſ- 
couraged by this requiſition, had not the 
tone of voice in which it was pronoun- 
ced, and the ſoftened looks of the lovely 
Victoria, inſpired fairer hopes than her 
words. Fearing, however, to irritate her 
by avowed oppoſition, I only ſaid, that 
if 1 ſurmounted all other obſtacles to my 
wiſhes, I hoped ſhe would allow me to 

£44 . £4 flatter 
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flatter myſelf, my. aſſiduities and endea 
yours to render myſelf worthy her favour: 
might, in time, enable me to obtain it. 
She made no anſwer ; but I found no- 
thing in her countenance that evinced 
diſpleaſure. I, therefore, took my leave, 
with a heart as elated, as if I had con- 
quered every obſtacle: to my wiſhes. I 
have had many opportunities ſince of ad- 
dreſſing her on the ſubject; for, in ſpite 
of all my boaſted reſolution, I cannot 
help approaching, and converſing with 
her whenever we meet. I cannot decide 
on what 1s moſt intereſting to me, the 
real nature of her ſedtiments.” for there 1 is 
a referve in her manner that awes me; 
and ſometimes deſtroys every hope; but 
ſhe has leſs of it towards me than others: 
and one circumſtance has occurred, from 
which J draw very pleaſing inferences— - 
that ſhe is not abſent fo frequently in 
the morning. Julia now attends MA. 
dame. We are ſo apt to catch ar what- 
ever favours our withes, that I am not 


E 6 ſingular 


84 J 

ſingular in deriving hope from this tri- 
fling event. Perhaps you will laugh 
perhaps complain of this communication; 
for, though intereſting to me, to you it 
may be very tireſome. Well! if you do 
either rally or ſcold, I will in return with 
you moſſ deſperately. in love, and you 
will then know how to ſympathize with 
me, and liſten patiently to a love tale. 
Obſerve, I promiſe to attend to yours 
with the utmoſt patience, whenever you 
feel the power of beauty, perſonal. of 
mental ; and whenever you are a ſubje& 
to the blind deity, I know his empire 
will be abſolute. I believe you could 
love but once, and that once will be de- 
ciſive of your happineſs or miſery—ſo 
take care. I rejoice that our plan wears 
ſuch a promiſing appearance; let me 
know if its progreſs is as flattering to-our 
wiſhes ſtill. Write ſoon, and write of- 
ten! will not inſiſt on long letters. I 
hate exact calculations either of lines or 
louis d'ors with my n If I know 

_ 
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that you are well, happy, HE . 
it will ſatiaſß hohen a egal 
N Dear Moubray, MALGLUUI © 1841519 
FJour's ſincerely, qv! 
| CHARLES DE BEAUMONT« 


. DE ST. Craik to Madame 
NiIvELOM. 


Faris. 


Hap a any thing worth communicating 

occurred, my dear Liſette, fince our ar- 
rival here, I ſhould moſt aſſuredly have 
addrefled you ere this; but, till now, 
I could write nothing worth your reading; 
for deſcriptions of fine ſights are, I think, 
tireſome beyond meaſure ; and repreſen- 
tations. of fine balls and fine dreſſes one 
cannot partake, or obtian, only makes 
one's heart ach. The penſion affair is 
not decided, but I believe it will ſoan ; 
and, perhaps, its ſolicitation may decide 
what 
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what is of more importance than a pal- 
try thouſand livres a year, (though, cir- 
cumſtanced as we are now, it is of ſome 
conſequence, and enables us to make a 
figure at Villars- Coteret). The friends 
whom Madame de Poitiers intereſted in 
our behalt-have a ſon, the moft accom- 
pliſhed, and the handſomeſt young man 
about the court; but, what is of more 
| conſequence, one of the richeſt heirs— 
if mamma and papa pleaſe—1n the king- 
dom. This, with his high rank, make him 
an object for me. He has done homage 
to my charms, and avowed himſelf my 
adorer.. ** Helas ! mon pauvre Chevalier 
, Aubigné, you exclaim'— all your 
hopes are gone ; but waſte not your pity, 
my dear Nivelon, I know not that it 
will be required; ſo many obſtacles ariſe, 
in formidable array, to oppoſe my union 
with the Marquis de Beaumont, - that T 
hardly think it feaſible ; therefore ſhall 
not give up the Chevalier till my grounds 
are more certain. If I were ſure of be- 

ing 
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ing Marchioneſs of Beaumont, with the 
conſent of the Duke, well and good, EF 
would make my curteſy to the Cheva- 
lier; but, till I know what I have to de- 
pend on, I will retain both lovers. IL 
have put matters in ſuch a train, that the 
Marquis will not find out that I have de- 
ceived him; nor can the Chevalier doubt 
me. I have told the former, like a duti- 
fal child, I ſhall conſent to no proceed - 
ings that ma chere mere does not concur 
in. This ſerves a double purpoſe ; it 
gives him a more exalted opinion of my 
character, and ſerves me as an excuſe for 
retreating, if things do not turn out fa- 
vourably. Should I find it expedient to 
recede in ſome degree from the rules I 
have laid down to him, he will impute it 
to love. Men, in this caſe, are ready 
enough to deceive themſelves, and ex- 
cuſe any error in us they impute to 
their influence, and, indeed, are fo far 
the dupes of their own folly, as to find 
virtue in our very vices. I fee the Mar- 
| quis 
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quis/is quite in my power; I believe you 
will not doubt my managing that power 
well. I once thought that little demure 
minx Julia had gained him, for ſhe al- 
ways croſſes my path, and wins every 
body's efteem ; that ſhe may enjoy, for 
I do not deſire the regard of your good 
Kind of people farther than their favour- 
able report aids my plan; but I ſhould! 
have been mortified to death, had ſhe 
triumphed here; not that I value the 
man, otherwiſe than as he can place me 
in ſuch an enviable ſituation. I was miſ- 
taken in my conjecture—he admires her, 
but it is me he adores. I grudge her 
that, and may have an opportunity of 
making her feel ſome of my ſentiments: 
ſhe is ſo patient, and that is ſuch a virtue 
you know, that it will be a kindneſs to con- 
tribute to its exerciſe. I have formed an 
admirable plan to promote the attainment 
of ſome of my moſt ardent wiſhes. I. 
cannot impart it now, for I am going to 
meet d Aubigne. My good mother no 
mare 
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more ſuſpects our aſſignations here, than 
ſhe did the occaſion of my frequent viſits 
to you. I believe ſhe abſolutely thinks 
nothing in Paris bears any compariſon to 
the charming Chateau de Villars-Coteret, 
We have all our prejudices, it is ſaid. 
Adieu for the preſent, my dear N irelon. 

Exer your's, | 

VicrokIA DE ST. CLAIRs 
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Sir Hewny "RIA to the Marquis P 
| BEAUMONT- | 


MNMoubray Catle... 
[ AM Ader diſpoſed to rally nor com- 
plain, my dear Beaumont: neither did F 
require your bribe to liſten to your love- 
tale. Whatever is intereſting; to my: 
friend's happineſs, will ever excite too 
much attention in me to admit of my 
thinking any recital or communication 
tedious, As the ſmiles of your lovely - 


miſtreſs <oupiburs to your ſatisfa&ion; E 
rejoice | 
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Frjoice in her participating your ſenti- 
ments; though, indeed, if ſhe has ſenſi- 
bility or judgement, I think ſhe muſt be 
eonſcious to your merits; but T fear you 
have yet mucli to encounter ere you ſur- 
mount every obſtacle, 1 greatly admire 
the propriety and duty that marked the 
anſwer of Mademoiſelle de St. Clair to 
your addreſs. I am almoſt as impatient 
as yourſelf tor the return of your meſſen- 
ger from Normandy. Our plan ſucceeds 
to admiration. Lauſan has deelared his 
affection for Clara, and the fair one is. 
not averſe. to his ſuit; as. no obſtacles are 
in te way of their union, you may expec; 
to · ſalute the Counteſs de Lauſan ere ma- 

ny weeks elapſe at Paris. My mother 
is the only perſon who will have cauſe to 
regret this alliance, as her companion 
will be taken from her. However, ſne 
is too generous to repine at what promiſes 
to ſecure the happineſs of a niece the is 
truly attached to. She loves her diſin- 
n ee and. therefore is ſolicitous to 


Sid! promote. 
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promote her felicity, though ſhe herſelf 
will be a ſufferer; Clara promiſes her 
an annual viſit, in which the Count joyful- 
ly acquieſces, for he is partial to Eng- 
land, and peculiarly delighted with Mou- 
bray Caſtle. I own, I am vaſtly grati- 
fied by his approbation of this place—1 
am fond, even to enthufiaſm, of my na- 
tive reſidence; ſo partial, chat I cannot 
bear to part with a tree. The woods, 
which are reckoned among the” firſt 
of this Kingdom, ſhall never be de- 
ſpoiled by me; though it may be 
faſhionable to explode avenues and ter- 
races, I ſhall not ſacrifice what I deem 
beauties; to comply with the caprice of a 
day. Indeed, I think them more appro- 
priate to an ancient edifice than unfledged 
hwns, and. wandering clumps. The aw- 
ful grandeur of them is more adapted :to 
my taſte than the ſtile that has ſuperced- 
ed them. My heart ſeems to partake 
the pleaſures of the one, while my eyes 
n are gratified/by the other. When 

Ewalk. 
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I walk beneath the deep ſhade of my ve- 
nerable oaks, and hear the cawing of 
rooks, a thouſand pleaſing melancholy 
ideas preſent themſelves. I think, theſe 
were the walks of my anceſtors many of 
the moſt illuſtrious qharacters of the ages 
they lived in the great and the good 
have trod thoſe paths; that ancient caſtle 
has for ages been open to- the ſtranger, 
and an aſylum to diſtreſs; never will I 
deſtroy the paths that have been trod by 
my anceſtors ; never ſhall the gates they 
haſpitably opened be ſhut againſt merit 
or diſtreſs. T will not only retrace their 
ſootſteps in theſe folemn ſhades; I will 
endesa vour to preferve their path in the 
great walk of life. Such reflections as: 
theſe uſually ariſe in my ſalitary peram 
bulations. Jon, IL ſhould prefer having | 
2 companion, to whom I. could impart 
every idea as it aroſe, who would enter 
into my feelings on thoſe occaſions, but, 
fear, I am too unreaſonable in my re- 
quiſitions over to obtain ſuch an one a2 
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my heart requires; but if I das not, f 
ſhall remain “ in ſingle bleffedneſs,”? 
Vou are right, Beaumont, if ever I love, 
it will decide my fate for happineſs or 
miſery; therefore I will be cautions. 


Your couſin elect often rallies my inſen - 
ſibility, for we have ſome very beautiful, 
accompliſhed, and elegant women in this 
neighbourhood ; but there wants in all 
of them, ſome of thoſe traits: which can 
alone touch my heart: they would grace 
a table, and gratify the vanity of a man 
who ſought the ſuffrage of the world 
but I look beyond. that: the elegance, 
the accompliſhments of my wife, muſt 
not be exhibited merely to charm the 
world, they muſt be native inmates, and 
diſplayed te charm, to ſooth, domeſtic 
life. Such has been the opinion I have 
given to Clara, in reply to her recom- 
mendations of ſome of our fair neigh- 
bours. She told me, the laſt time we 


ſeatiments, ſhie believed my heam would 
n. 1 ſoon 


converſed, that if theſe indeed were my 
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Toon meet a ſharp attack, for that Lady 
Moubray expected a viſitor the enſuing 
week, who ſeemed to poſſeſs all that I 
deſcribed as requiſite to make an impreſ- 
Hon on me. She is not only beautiful, 


elegant, and accompliſhed, (ſaid my va- 


luable little couſin) but poſſeſſes a very 
fine underſtanding, highly cultivated ; 
ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and above all, 


Sir. Henry, in all its conſiſtency, your 


fayourite attribute—delicacy. Do you 
remember Paſquin's idea on that pro- 


perty?ꝰ 


4 How potent that delicate charm moves each 
| -= © fenſe N 
Of the hero created for. 3 defence ; 
It ſteals o er his manhood, and plays with his 
peace, 
And bids, in ſweet tones, the fierce attributes : 
ceaſe ;* 


Though apparent too | weak any; conqueſt | to 
claim, 
At wounds th the heart tee whewit takes the tat 
34. ape 1 
19 11 agitates nature * a 8 Faris (71 
Which brac'd the broad target, and brandiſt'a. 
85 the ſpear. ? 


. And 
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And pray, my lively couſin, wh is this 
divinity ; J know you have a fine ima- 
gination, and deſign. beautifully ; is not 
this a drawing from, fancy, or have you 
an inclination to excite my curioſity ?' *— 
“Neither, Sir Henry; my portrait is 2 
nature, and had you ever ſeen Elwina 
Melcombe, it would have been unneceſ- 
Ary to put the name to the picture.“ 5 Bu 
why did I not hear of this intended viſtor 
before?” —* Becauſe her coming was not 
aſcertained ; Lady Moubray heard but 
lately of her mother s death, and that ſhe 
propoſed going as governeſs to ſome 
young ladies, for which ſhe was educated, 
as her father could give her no fortune: 
her Ladyſhip commiſerating ſuch an ex- 
poſure, has invited her to come and re- 
fide at Moubray Caſtle· ( then turning 10 
my mother, my fair coufin added) I 
thought 1 it but right, my dear madam, to 
apprize Sir Henry of his danger, that he, 
might take proper precautions, though I 
fear all will be vain.” —] am age af raid, 
21 
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id Day Moubray, of Henry, when he 


Knows that ſuch an attachment would 
makeme very wretched; as an union with 


à young woman of obſcure family would 


never meet my concurrence, would cauſe 
an eternal ſeparation, he will not, I am 
convinced, indulge his admiration un- 
reaſonably. Indeed, Miſs Melcombe, 
though very lovely certainly, and very 
amiable, may not appear ſo ſtriking to 
kim ; however, at any rate my confidence 
in my fon is implicit,” I affured her, it 


never ſhould: be forfeited, and the con- 


verſation ended; but I own it made a 
deep imprefſion on my mind. I am an- 
xious'to ſee this fair paragon, yet almoſt 
with ſhe may not come, if ſhe is all Clara 
defcribes. I muſt think my good mo- 
ther hazards too much; for though I ſhall 


certainly not abuſe the confidence ſhe fe- 


poſes in me, I may become extremely 
wretched : but I ſhall abſolutely fancy T 


am to become ſuſceptible of the charms 


of the ali-beauteous Elvina, if 1 go on 
talking 
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talking and thinking of her thus.# I will 
therefore only add a few lines to ſketch 
her hiſtory. Her mother was the daugh- 
ter of an officer, who married a ſecond 
wife; the home of the unfortunate Matil- 
da Meadows was made ſo wretched by 
this connection, that ſhe accepted the 
offer of a young man who was clerk to 
an attorney. Misfortune purſued them 
throughout life; but for my mother's aſ- 
ſiſtance they muſt almoſt have periſhed. 
They had, happily, only one child 


a ſmall ſum of money devolving to Mrs. 


Melcombe at the death of her father, it 
was reſolved to give their daughter ſuch 
an education as ſhould enable her to make 
a proviſion for herſelf, by becoming go- 
verneſs to ſome young ladies in a private 
family. Her father has been dead ſome 
years, her mother's recent deceaſe leaves 
her an orphan. Alas ! my dear Beau- 
mont, how often is the bud of beauty and 


innocence expoſed to the rude blaſts of 


the world; my heart melts when I think 
Vol. I. F of 
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of it: but it ſeems I am to arm myſetf 
with fortitude to meet this captivating 
fair, therefore I muſt beware of indulg- 
ing ſoftening. ſenſations in conjunction 
with her idea. Adieu, my dear Count. 
You perceive people can write long let- 
ters though theyare not in love; this has 

been written at different periods. 

Jam your's faithfully, 

Henry MOUBRAx. 


Ali HowaRD to Miſs DoRMEs. - 


Yo OU obey wy n e implicitly, 
"Miſs Adelaide. You ſend the love-lorn 
| damſel no pity, nor any thing elſe ; but 
i 1 ſuppoſe the immenſe fatigue of remoy- 
BH ing fixty miles in a poſtchaiſe and four, 
| or the diffipations of the gay metropolis, 
| aubich. Joi are 0 fond of, have preyented 
| the 
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the poffibility of your writing. Howe- 
ver, be it which it will of theſe cauſes, or 
any other, as I know it is not want of due 
regard; I forgive you, and very good- 
naturedly, as Lhave much I wiſh to com- 
municate - addreſs you again without 

waiting your reply. You may ſuppoſe 

that by this time I am miſtreſs of the 

Count de Lauſan's ſentiments. I am, 

my dear, and find myſelf miſtreſs of his 

heart too; in fine, he has offered himſelf 

and fortune, placed his deſtiny in my 
hands, and I have condeſcendingly 

agreed to his making me a Counteſs. I 
always promiſed you ſhould be my bride- 
maid, Adelaide, and never forget en- 

gagements, If your good brother can 
ſpare you, and you conſent, it would 

| make me very happy that you accompa- 
nied me to. France, remember I go among 
ſtrangers. I ſhall feel unprotected, for 1 
like female as well as male countenance 
on thefe occaſions, without ſome, friend 
of my own country, when 1 make my 
F 2 entre 
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entree among the relatives of the Count; 
if you are the good girl I ever took you 
for, you will Jend me your countenance on this 
occaſion. Our plan is to be married in 
the chapel here, and proceed immediate- 


ly to London, where we propoſe to paſs 


a few weeks, and then take our route to 
Paris. To own the truth, my dear Ade- 


laide, I feel a great deal of anxiety now 


that the important criſis that determines 
my lot for life approaches ſo near. Hu- 


man nature's a queer thing after all; 


while I was 1n doubt reſpecting the Count 
de Lauſan's ſentiments, I thought that 
complete happineſs would be mine were 
I poſſeſt of his affection; that point gain- 
ed, apprehenſions, doubts, reflections on 
the important change, and the ſerious du- 
ties to be diſcharged, occur to ſtartle me; 
for volatile as I appear, I am as anxious as 
the gravelt to perform the part aligned 
me on the grand theatre of life with pro- 
priety. But I will indulge theſe medita- 
tions in my cloſet, and try to find ſome 

oh ſubject 
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lubject more entertaining for you. I re- 
collect my promiſe of giving you the 
character of our miniſter. I believe the 
beſt illuſtration of it will be in the account 
2 gentleman gave us, who went-to dine 
with him by invitation; he was almoſt a 
ſtranger too, but being on a viſit to a 
neighbour, was preſſed © to honour the 
vicarage.” I will give the deſcription in 
Mr. Palmer's own words, as nearly as I 
can recolle& them. We arrived at the 
vicar's about a quarter of an hour hefore 
the tume appointed for dinner, and being 
uſhered into the parlour, judge my ſur- 
prize to ſee the Reverend Paſtor without 
his coat, his ſeeves, which were not of 
lazen, tucked up above his elbows, a 
coarſe. apron tied over one of the largeſt 
corporations I ever beheld, and his hands 
and arms ſteeped in a tub of raſberry 
juice, which he was ſqueezing till he 
was black in the face; beſide him fat a 
young girl, the ſervant, I afterwards 
found, at work; his wife was up ſtairs 

Fa mating 
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making her toilet, Had not aſtoniſhment 
fufpended every faculty, I ſhonld moſt 
affuredly have given vent to a moſthear- 
ty laugh, at the expence of the divine ; 
for never was a more groteſque figure 
exhibited: nature did not deſign he 
fhovild be fat, but indulgence in exceſ- 
five eating and drinking evidently pro- 
duced ſuch an addition of ſize about the 

- waiſt, that to view him en profile; he is 
exactly the figure of Hudibras's ſquire. 
Thus much for his appearance; which 
drew no apology from him; nor dict he 
ſeem to think it requĩſite; indeed, as we 
vere expected it would have been too 
abſurd. The raſberry tub being remov- 
ech, and the cloth laid, Madame was in- 
troduced; ſnhe was almoſt' as good a 
figure as her huſband, ſhort, fat, ſquare- 

© ſhouldered, and, by her waddle, appa- 
rently limbed more like a duck than a 
ace. horfe: ſhe had equipped herfelf in 
a riding-habit, which, as ſhe" was hot 


" very young any more chan elegant, made 
her 


(ag) 


her appear extremely ridiculous. The 
intermediate ſpace between the arrival 
of gueſts, and the appearance of dinner, 
being generally very unpleaſant, our hoft 
reſolved to obviate that by chuſing a' 
very intereſting topic for our amuſement, 
kis own panegyric. He gave us to un- 
derſtand that he was the moſt perfect 
character in exiſtence ; as a tender huf- 
band, his dear little woman who ſat there 
would bear witneſs in his favour, for, 
during the fifteen years they had been 
united, ſhe had experienced invariably 
the tendereſt attentions, and every proof 
of the moſt ardent affection. Is not 
this true, my dear? She affented with 
a forced ſmile and tears in her eyes. 

% Then (proceeded, he) I muſt.do my- 
ſelf the, juſtice to ſay, I am the moſt 
contented creature breathing; if I have 
but bread and cheeſe, I eat it in quiet 
and never find. fault with any thing; 
my fortitude ſurpriſes even myſelf. I 
ean bear pain ſo. well, that Lam furs if 
| We m 
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my arm were to be wrenched from my 
body, I ſhould not make a wry face.” 
His good nature, underſtanding, ſenſibi- 
lity, forbearance, charity, and, in ſhort, 
every quality that adorns human nature, 
he aſſerted his claim to by turns: one 
point he dwelt upon particularly, his de- 
licacy ; he deteſted every thing that ap- 
proached the confines of vulgarity or in- 
decency ; he really could not bear Mrs. 
St, Leger, though otherwiſe a good ſort 
of woman and ſenfible too, becauſe ſhe 
talked indelicately. Never having met 
with, or, indeed, ſuppoſed ſuch a degree 
of egotiſm was poſſible, I was loſt in aſto- 
niſhment, when, to my great ſatisfaction, 
our party was joined by a young lady 
on a viſit at the houſe : this gave a turn 
to the- converſation, which, though at 
firſt it had entertained me extremely, 
began to grow diſguſting from its being 
' Jo very . outree. - I knew not on what 
grounds the immaculate vicar might lay 
claim to ſuch ſuperlative excellence, but 

ſhould 


( ms ÞJ 


ſhould have been better ſatisfied to hear 
of his virtues from any other than him- 
ſeif. However I was not long in doubt 
whether his claims were well-founded. 
Dinner came, his eye caſt the moſt ſcru- 
_ tinizing glances to every part of the ta- 
ble, which was very neatly ſerved, and 
I ſhould have thought there was not a 
fingle point for ill-humour to cavil at; 
however ſome people are more ingeni- 
ous in making diſcoveries than others. 
Our hoſt, when he had formally invoked a 
bleſſing on our meat, and prayed to receive 
the benefits of Providence with due gratitude, 
turned ſhort round to the ſervant and ex- 
claimed, Zounds, you have put the pep- 
per box on the right hand ſide the oil 
cruet ; you know I can never eat my 
dinner in comfort. if the leaſt thing is 
out of its place. Then turning to me 
Mr. Palmer, I am the moſt regular and. 


conſiſtent man that ever exiſted. I tried 


to ſuppreſs a ſmile, but ſo unſucceſsfully, 
that my friend Villars was obliged to call 
F 5 off 
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off the attention of the vicar that I might 
eſcape obſervation. Our dinner conſiſted 
of ſome fried eels, a leg of mutton, and a 
pigeon pye, with tarts, &c. all admirably 
dreſſed, in the opinion of the gueſts ; but 
not ſo, faid Mr. Teſtum “ The- fiſh 
< had been fried in train oil, the mutton 
«'was underdone, and the pie had no 
c ſalt, and too much pepper; the cruſt of 
« the tarts might be thrown over the 
* houſe without breaking, and the cuſ- 
te tards were made of four milk.” This 
gave ſcope for the expreſſion of more ill 
nature than I ever heard uttered in my 
life; but to complete the thing, our diſ- 
fatisfied divine eat more than any three at 
the table : and to prove that his claim to 
delicacy was as well- founded as his' pre- 

tenſions to a contented diſpoſition, before 
dinner was half over, he unbottoned the 
whole of his waiſtcoat, and, in boaſting of 
® havingentertained a gentleman by a witty 
remark, made uſe of an expreſſion, at 


once fo vulgar, and groſsly indecent, that 
his 


(al 
his young female viſitor burſt, into tears, 
and left. the table. I felt my blood boil 
at this, and ſhould, I believe, have quit- 
ted the table, and houſe too, had not a 
very ſignificant look from Villars, and 
my obſervation of the uneaſineſs of Mrs. 
Teſtum, which I feared to augment, re- 
ſtrained me. She made a: confuſed ex- 
cuſe of illneſs for her gueſt's leaving the 
table, which the vicar thanked her for, 
by. giving a look that made her tremble. 
Villars, by way of giving a turn to the 
occurrences, inquired after a neighbour- 
ing lady, who, having through, misfor- | 
tunes loſt a fine fortune, boarded a young 
man whoſe. faculties were deranged, . but 
who was perfectly harmleſs. © Why, 
« indeed, Mr. Villars, I do not know, L 
66 never. go to ſee her, for I do not like 
« that Mr. Traverſe : you know, people 
« who are out of their ſenſes. are often 
10 miſchievous, and he might. go one a 
«hurt. before one was aware.“ I did 
mental homa age to the charity and cou- 
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rage of this perfect character; and, be- 
fore the cloth was removed, had a con- 
vincing proof how well qualified he was 
to bear pain; for having ſlightly cut his 
finger, he complained, execrated, and 
ſo ſeverely reproached his wife for want 
of tenderneſs, in her application of a re- 


meqdy, though ſhe employed all poſſible 


gentleneſs, that I perceived his fortitude 
was equal to his delicacy, his conjugal 
affection, and his contentednefs. When 
the cheeſe was brought, he vociferated 
to the boy, Tom, bring me ſome 
* onions, that I may ſtink.” — I beg 
pardon, ladies but this was literally his 
expreſſion. It was impoſſible to ſtand 
this, and we were obliged to find ſome 
new excuſe for laughing. When the 
wine was brought he ordered pipes, with- 
out conſulting our opinions ; and I find 
that is not the only way in which he im- 
bibes tobacco. This furniſhed an op- 
portunity for diſplaying his good- nature; 
a fine little boy of his took up one of the 
2 pipes, 
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pipes, and unluckily broke it, on which 
this patient being abuſed, ſcolded, and 
put himſelf into ſuch an ill- humour, that 
he never ceaſed grumbling, and calling 
the poor child names, till Villars, ſlyly 
giving me a wink, put him again on the 
lubject of his own praiſe. The ſky be- 
came clear in a moment; he renewed the 
ſubject with eager delight; lamenting, 
however, that other people ſaw not his 
virtues ſo clearly as they ought; for, in- 
ſtead of meeting the reſpect and eſteem 
that was due to his merit, he found none 
but enemies in his pariſh; that the higher 
order, he ſuppoſed, hated him, becauſe 
he laſhed them in the pulpit, and the 
lower, becauſe he inſiſted on his dues: 
indeed, he had no notion of a parcel of 
idle fluts being excuſed their Eaſter of: 
ferings, becauſe they had fix or ſeven 
children; they wanted to ſpend it in tea; 
ſuch low wretches to pretend to enjoy 
luxuries ! He then renewed the pane- 
gyric of his tenderneſs to his dear little 
os woman; 
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woman; but being called away in the 
midſt of it, we ſoon overheard him, as 
the partition was extremely thin, making 
this affectionate ſpeech to her. 1 give 
you the exact words. What the devil 
© was the matter with you to-day, you 
ce ſtupid b; upon my ſoul I never 
« {aw any one. ſo curſed diſagreeable in 
« all my life: why, you looked juſt as if 
you were going to cry every minute; if 
ce you cannot behave like other people, 
&« you ſhould ſtay in your own room.“ 
Villars and I now indulged our laughter 
unreſtrained, and having pretty well ſa- 
tisfied the ſentiment of viſiting the vicarage, 
we agreed to make our bows very. early, 
which we accordingly did; and, as in 
duty. bound, I thank my friend for one of 
the moſt entertaining days I: ever paſſed 
in my life. This was Mr. Palmer's ac-- 
count of our vicar, and I will vouch for 
its being not in the leaſt exaggera- 
ted, He certainly fat to Coy per for that 

portrait; 


Aa 
portrait; in his Converſation” every 
trait is et bn | 


«Some frotful neee at ev'ry . 
You always do too little, or too much; 
You ſpeak with life, in hopes to entertain 
Your elevated voice goes thro” the brain; 1 
You fall at once into-a lower key 
That's worſe---the drone pipe of an humble bee. 
The fouthern ſaſh admits too ſtrong a light; 
You riſe and drop the curtain gL now it's night. 
He ſhakes with cold you ftir the fire, and ſtrive 
To make a blaze---that's roaſting him alive. 
Serve him with ven*ſon'and he chuſes fiſh ;- 


With ſoal---that's juſt the ſort he would not wiſſi: 


He takes what he at firſt profeſs d to loathe, 
And in due time feeds heartily on hoth; 

Yet ſtill o'erclouded with a conſtant frown, 

He dares not ſwallow, but he gulps it down: 

You: hope to pleaſe him; vain! on ev'ry plan, 
Himjelf ſhould work that wonder---if he can. 
Alas! his efforts double his diſtreſs :- 

He likes your's little, and his own ſtill leſs, 
Thus always teazing others, always teaz'd -E 
His only pleaſure is to be diſpleas d. 


It is a uſual thing with him to go about 


the village in a carter's frock; and yet, 
10 
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to ſee him walk up the aiſle, of the church 
on a Sunday, you would think, by the 
oſtentatious gait, and puffed up air, that 
he was the proudeſt of all high prieſts. 
Conſiſtency, as you will perceive, 1s his 
forte. The tongue of ſcandal ſays--1 
had it from his beſt friend, as be ſtiles her, 
and ſbe profeſſes herſelf that ſome very 
« ſhocking accuſations, which, however, 
« Tere but too well founded, were paſted on 
« the church- door, written in verſe, ſome 
ce time ſince; they rather impeached his 
* conjugal fidelity; but (added the lady, 
c though ſhe had juſt ſanctioned the re- 
« port) perhaps, there was nothing in it.“ 
Well, Adelaide, what do you think of 
the world in general, and our vicar in 
particular ? Shall I ſpeak a good word 
for you, if the fair Amazon dies? I 
ſhould pity her, but that I know ſome 
injurious and inexcuſable conduct ſhe 
was guilty of towards a friend of mine, 
one who had entertained very favourable 
ſentiments of her, and whom ſhe pre- 
tended 
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tended much affection for: treachery and 
deceit J have no pity for. For what I 


care, “ her huſband may live theſe hun- 


« dred years ;*'” and for what you care, I 
ſuppoſe, his wife may do the ſame. Well, 
then, I will look out for ſomebody elſe 
for you, as I am reſolved you ſhall be 
married ; I am determined to vote it the 
happieſt ſtate in the world, as 1 am to 
enter it, and hence, of courſe, ſhall be 
anxious for thoſe I love to enter upon it 
too. Adieu, dear Adelaide; you will be an 


ungrateful good-for-nothing girl if you 


do not write ſoon ; but, till you prove 


yourſelf ſo, I am diſpoſed to think fa- 
vourably of you : therefore ſubſcribe my- 


ſelf, 
Your affectionate 


CARA HowaRD. 
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VicrokiA de Sr. CIAIR to Madame 
NiIvEION. 


Paris. 

J Perform my promiſe, and reſume my 
pen, dear Nivelon, to impart the plan 1 
had formed. As the Marquis de Beau- 
 mont's viſiting here ſo much more fre- 
_ quently than uſual may be remarked and 
imputed to my filter or me, I chuſe, on 
every account, to eſcape the obſervation 
that may be indueed, and, therefore; re- 
ſolve to make him pay his devoirs to 
Julia: this will prevent any | rumour 
reaching D'Aubigne's ears, preclude my 
mother's cenſure of me, and the world's 
reproach, if I ſhould find it expedient 
to diſcard the Marquis. Above all that 
delights me in it is, that it will make 

Julia feel ſome of thoſe heart-achs IL have 
endured, when her ſuperabundant merits 
bave been blazoned by a parcel of igno- 


rant, 
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rant, undiſcerning bourgeois, whom her 
goodneſs and piety forſooth, and ſuclr 
ſtuff, had charmed. I believe the likes 
the Marquis, and if ſhe don't, as ſhe 
has ſenſibility, and he is called amiable, 
the will ſoon be won by his attention, and 
then, Miſs, I have you. © But if the Mar- 
quis is realty amiable, (you aſk) how will 
he be brought to conſent to fuck a plan, 
as to attempt gaining the affections of one 
to whom he cannot give his heart in re- 
turn? Will not ſuch a propoſal from you 
ſtartle him, and riſſ your loſs of his 
_eſteem ? To obviate this, I mean to re- 
preſent her as a little ſpy, who watches 
all that paſſes to tell it to mamma. I have 
- already inſinuated that ſhe is very artful— 
the accuſation that of all others tends to 
undermme a character; for every virtue, 
however great, is then doubted, and it 
gives ſuch a fine field for mifrepreſenta- 
tion too; I ſhall contrive' ſome circum- 
ſtances to colour my charge; and he will 
then feel no compunction in deceiving 
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her; befides, I ſhall ſay ſhe is the object 
of the Chevalier's paſſion, which ſhe re- 
turns, and, therefore, he will not endan- 
ger her happineſs by his attentions. As 
a.corroboration of this, I will contrive to 
let him ſee them together, as if by acci- 
dent, in a walk, for I ſhall ſend her on a 
meſſage from me. You know ſhe is fo 
meek ſhe cannot refuſe any thing I order 
herto do; if ſhe does, it is always worſe 
for her. This, with other little circum- 
ſtances I have deviſed, will eafily con- 
vince him; and my power over him 1s 
ſo great, that I can make him believe 
what I pleaſe. Commend me to an ami- 
able nan for a lover, my dear Nivelon; 
not that I care à pin for the value of 
their virtues, but they are ſo unſuſpici- 
ous, they judge ſo charitably, think all 
the world are as good as themſelves, that 
they are the beſt dupes in the world. 
The Marquis is ſo convinced I cannot 
do wrong, and his happineſs ſo entirely 
depends on believing, me always right, 

! that 
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that I am not afraid of his diſloyalty, 
Liſette. As there is every reaſon to be- 
lieve that our ſuit will be obtained ſoon, 
and, in that caſe, Madame de St. Clair 


will haſten back to her beloved chateau, 


the Marquis 1s very unhappy at the idea 
of our ſeparation—implored me a few 
days ſince to contrive ſome means for 
his admiſſion as a viſitor (I have deſcend- 
ed a little, my dear, from my ſtate, and 
permit him to talk of his paſſion) at 
Villars-Coteret. Now abſence being ſuch 
a foe to love, and I chuſing not to loſe a 
lover, who may hereafter place me in 
ſuch a ſplendid ſphere, lent a favourable 
car to his prayer, and recommended a 
{cheme, which ſucceeded to admiration. 
I told him my mother's predilection for 


Villars-Coteret ; that ſhe thought it the 


fineſt place on earth; and adviſed him 
to flatter this prejudice : to tell her he 
had heard the higheſt encomiums paſſed 
on the chateau, and walks, &c. &c. and 
if he continued to add ſome inquiries re- 

170 ſpecting 


| ERS _ 
fpeing the education of my brother, 
whom he is to take care of in his regi- 
ment, it would procure him, in all pro- 
bability, an invitation. The Marquis 
was ſo good a pupil that all was obtain- 
ed we wiſhed, and we are to ſee him at 
Villars-Coteret very ſoon. Here you 
will clearly ſee the advantage of my plan 
in regard to Julia; for as D'Aubignè will, 
of courſe, follow me, and I ſhould be 
more-expoſed to obſervation in the coun- 
try than at Paris, I ſhall. avoid his ſuſpi- 
cions; beſides you can tell him, if he 
ſhews any diſpoſition to jealouſy, that! 
am Julia's confidant, and hence the 
ae and I converſe ſo much toge- 
ther. I muſt tell you what Ithink an ex- 
2 idea of mine. Beaumont aſked 
me for my picture, which I refuſed ; it 
might have been a dangerous witneſs 
hereafter ; but he begged I would accept 
his; and to ſecure it from diſcovery, he 
had concealed it in the lid of à gold 
drags box, for he means to requeſt my 
mother's 
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mother's permiſſion to preſent one to 
each of us, as a ſouvenir, when we de- 
part, and has purchaſed a ſine diamond 


ring for herſelf. I thought it would be a 


good ſcheme to give the box with the 
picture to Julia; becauſe, as love is very 
quick- ſighted, if ſhe ſhould catch any of 
his glances at me, and hence ſuſpect us, 
this diſtinction in her favour would ſa- 
tisfy her, for both caſes are apparently 
exactly alike; but a ſecret ſpring opens 
the lid of that which contains the por- 
trait. Though love is ſuſpicious, it is 
credulous too; it ĩs eaſily alarmed, I ob- 
ſerve, and eaſily appeaſed: beſides, we 
are apt to believe what we wiſh. I have 
à further plan in reſpect to the picture, 
but that I will impaxt at ſome future pe- 


riod. The Marquis is to fit for another 


portrait for me. This, dear Nivelon, is 
the outline of my plan. I have begun 
ſome of my operations, and they favour 
my moſt Gnguine . wiſhes. Tou ſhall 
hear of my progreſs. Should I require 


any 
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any aſſiſtance, I know I can rely on you ; 
and if I am hereafter Marchioneſs de 
Beaumont, I will make your fortune, my 
dear. I am going to dreſs for the opera. 
Adieu, dear Liſette. 1 
Sincerely e 
VICTORIA DE Sr. dran, 


EE 


* 
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The Marquis DE BEAUMONT to Sir Hzgnx 
_ Movzrar. f 
: * 


Paris. 


M — 1s returned, but mich- 
out any ſucceſs, Mowbray ; the preſent 
Lord of Vernieul, can give no informa- 
tion of its late poſſeſſors; nor could Du- 
bois, though he made the ſtricteſt in- 
quiry, find any clue to trace them by. 
Some ſaid they were gone to the Eaſt, 
ſome to the Welt Indies; others, that 
they had heard they were in Holland; 
but not any certain intelligence could he 
gain. 
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gain. I am'beartily vexed at chis diſ- 
appointment, as I become each day more 
ſolicitous to make che charming Victoria 
mine. I will deſire my banker, and all 


my acquaintance who have connections 


or correſpondencies in the Indies, to 
make inquiry for me there. How happy 
was 1, my dear Moubray, in making 
victoria, inſteac of Julia de St. Clair, the 
object of my affection. I find ſhe is the 


moſt artful little devil that ever exiſted. 


Her ſiſter felt the utmoſt repugnance to 
betray her to me; but it was neceſſary 
for the guarding againſt her, asſhe would 
have prided herſelf in counteracting us, 
and making Victoria wretched: ; we have, 
therefore, deviſed a plan for deceiving 
her. As I formerly, to preclude ani - 
madverſion, divided my attentions be- 
tween the ſiſters, and marked much re- 
gard for Julia, fhe will eaſily ſwallow the 
bait. I mean to pay my devoirs to her, 
and perſuade her ſhe is the object of my 
affection, to prevent her betraying her 

Vol. I. G ſiſter 
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ſiſter to Madame de St. Clair, which ſhe 
certainly would, Victoria ſays, if the 
ſuſpected our attachment: and to gain 
opportunities of converſing with her an. 
gel: ſiſter, I am to tell her it is neceſſary, 
in order to prevent Madame de St. 
Clair's obſervations; for as I am not yet 
empowered to avow my attachment, 
J muſt act accordingly. Little as this 
girl deſerves, from what her ſiſter has 
confided .to me, that I ſhould feel any 
compunction for her, I ſhould have ex- 
perienced fome in deceiving her, did 1 
not learn that-ſhe has a lover, whom ſhe 
viſits in ſecret, but whom ſhe would diſ- 
card, if ſhe thought I could place her in 
a more elevated rank. Does ſuch a cha- 
racer deſerve mercy, Moubray? She 
mult be a complete 'hypocrite ; to hear 
her talk, you would think her, what ſhe 
looks, a divinity. I am in high favour 
with Madame de St. Clair, who has gj- 
ven me a preſſing invitation to the cha- 
teau. It is to the genius and kindneſs of 


my 
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my, adorable, miſtreſs I am, indebted: for 
gaining this grand, point. I fear the ſuit 
will ſoon: be obtained, It is a litle pa- 
radoxical to, dread. the ſugceſs qne” has 
anxiouſly ſolicited ;, bat 1 muſt then loſe 
my Victoria for ſome time. Tour. fate, 
methinks, my dear Moubray, is ſome- 
what ſtrange... Your uncle qrders you to 
fall in love; your diſobedience coſts you 
5000). a-year. Your mother enjoins you 
not to loſe; your heart, at the ſame time 
that ſhe introduces a love. inſpiring dam- 
fel to your companionſhip.” If your obedi- 
ence here is as great as it was in the other 
inſtance—alas! my poor Chevalier; but, 
badinage aſide, I hope better things ; 
for I know your attachment to your du- 
ties will make you break your heart ra- 
ther than infringe them; and if the de- 
moiſelle ſhould captivate you but why 
anticipate what may not happen? If you 
find yourſelf in any danger, fly, my 
friend come to Paris, and we will take 


the dart out before it faſtens too deep. I 
(3 2 ſhall 
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ſhall earneſtly wiſh to have your opinion, 
however, of the beauteous maid ; I ſhall 
mark the firſt impreſſion. Don't reſolve 
too much not-to be charmed; becauſe, 
I am convinced, it is the only way to 
invite a fall. Adieu: wiſhing you well 
through the perils of a ſiege, ſo dange- 
rous as the battery of beauty and merit 
in combination, I am, dear Moubray, 

Lour's faithfully, 


"CHARLES DE BEAUMONT. 


I ſhall write my congratulations to 
Lauſan: I am delighted with tic inte] 


1 gence. 


JoLtA DE ST: Cain | to Louis DE 


Paris 18. 


Ex HAVE long ſought, but ſought 1 in vain 
tillnow, my dear friend, an opportunity of 
addrefling you. I wiſh to thank you for 

your 
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your affectionate letter; you call it dull, 
and doubt its giving me pleaſure. Can 
you believe that any communication, 
which conveys a proof of the tenderneſs 
and eſteem of a friend—a beloved friend, 
can fail to give me ſatisfaction? Ah! do 
me more juſtice, my deareſt Louiſa. Your 
letter is almoſt the only genuine fatisfac- 
tion that my heart has taſted fince we 
parted. I find few characters here whoſe 
intercourſe gratifies me; none ſeem to 
enter into- my ideas, or feelings. One 
bright beam has, however, illumined my 
proſpects of late: to communicate the 
tidings was another motive for my ſolici- 
rude to write; becauſe I know every plea- 
ſure, or pain, that my boſom is ſuſcepti- 
ble of, your affection makes your own. 
The information will, I believe, ſurpriſe 
you as much as it did me, for I told you, 
in my laſt, che Marquis de Beaumont 
was Victoria's admirer; and from my 
deſcription of him, and the ſenſe you 
perceive I have of his merits, you kindly 

G 3 wiſh 
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wiſh he were e my lover. Your wiſhes arc 
accom pliſhed, my dear Louiſa ; that ami- 
able young man has aſſured me the hap- 
pineſs of his life depends on my favour- 
able ſentiments. . I was ſo perſuaded that 
his affections were placed on my fiſter, 
that I could ſcarcely believe my ſenſes, 
when he declared himſelf my lover. Sur- 
prize, and perhaps ſatisfaction, precluded 
my replying. He drew a favourahle in- 
ference from my ſilence. I perceived it; 
and, recollecting myſelf, repreſented to 
him the propriety of making his friends 
and my mother acquainted with his ſenti- 
ments that were I diſpoſed to admit his 
addreſſes, it could only be with their con- 
currence. He replied, that the preſent 
conjuncture was ſo unfavourable to his 
wiſhes, that were he now to avow his af- 
fection, it might be the means of ſepa - 
rating us for ever; that it ſnould be his 
buſineſs to remove the obſtacles that op- 
poſed His wiſhes, Which, he doubted not, 
ere e long, to accompliſh.” In the -mcan 
| time 
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time he implored me to liſten to hun, and 
to ſuffer him to hope his aſſiduities might 
create an intereſt in my heart. Too 
much agitated to make any reply, or to 
decide on what T'ought to do, I broke 


from him; and, retiring to my apart- 


ment, gave way to a thouſand conflict- 
ing ſenſations. To hear the language of 
affect ion from the object moſt eſtimable 
to us, is ſurely productive of the ſweet- 
eſt ſatisfaction to me it conveyed unut- 
terable felicity ; but, then, to know that 
duty gave her mandate againſt my indul- 
ging this felicity, filled my ſoul with for- 
row; tears of joy, of grief, and tender- 
neſs, by turns bedewed my cheeks ; nor 
could I, after giving much time to re- 
flection, decide on my conduct. Some- 
times Ireſolved to tell my mother of the 
Marquis's profeſſions ; but, I reflected, 
that would be to ſeparate us inſtantly : 
whereas, if I waited the reſult of his 
plans, we might be united with the con- 
ſent of all parties. Alas! why am I fo 

G 4 far 
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far from my deareſt Louiſa? Your judge- 
ment might direct me ;—1 am ſo young, 
and ſo much intereſted in the event, that 
am quite incompetent to decide in ſo 
important a point. When abſent I re- 

ſolve to avoid the Marquis, and not 
liſten to him, till authoriſed by my ex- 
cellent mother; but, when he addreſſes 
me, my reſolutions are forgot, and I am 
ſenſible only to the ſatisfaction of hear- 
ing the expreſſion of his tenderneſs. 
When I queſtioned him reſpecting his 
fentiments, and apparent attention. to 
Victoria, he ſaid, he wiſhed to make a 
friend of her. I hinted, that I thought 
this not advifeable—he appeared to be 
ſtruck; however, as I do not. defire to 
hurt her in any body's opinion, I did not 
purſue the ſubject. I find he is to be my 
mother's gueſt at Villars-Coteret ; ſhe is 
extremely partial to him, Nor does 
Victoria appear to be his enemy—a ſin- 
gular exception this, my dear couſin, to 


her general rule of conduct, You too 
3 well 
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well know it is cauſe enough for her ha- 
tred that any perſon loves me : hut I will 
not dwell on this theme I will not in- 
dulge even a juſt reſentment. We have 
agreed to make virtue the rule of our 
conduct: it is the only permanent baſis 
of (any) attachment. We ſhould not 
love each other ſo tenderly as we do, my 
Louiſa, had we not proved, that we were 
more congenial in our ſentiments on 
goodneſs, than in our taſtes and amuſe- 
ments. My impatience to ſee you aug - 
ments every day. I wiſh to ſee my other 
riends at the Convent: I ſhall not forget 
to bring them ſome trifles, as a proof they 
were thought of in abſence. Remember 
me kindly to them, and accept, deareſt 
Louiſa; the moſt — wiſhes! 
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Sir Hsxzy, Movzzar to the Marquis 


DE \BEAUMONT. 


* * © 
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| Moubray Caſtle. 


— AM 8 n to learn the ill 


ſucceſs of your embaſſy to Normandy, 
my dear Beaumont. 1 heartily wiſh you 
may be more-fortunate in the reſult of the 
ſubſequent inquiry you have ſet on foot. 
Lou were, indeed, happy in attaching 
yourſelf to Mademoiſelle de St. Clair in- 
ſtead of her ſiſter, as the fair Julia's mind 
does not keep the promiſe we have 
from her face.” How apt are we to 


connect the idea of internal excellence 
witch exterior perfection, though we fo 


often prove they have no relation to each 


other. I am diſappointed at finding this 


little nymph ſo undeſerving my eſteem, 
for your deſcription of her had given her 
an intereſt in my regard. Pardon me, 
dear Beaumont you ought, as I read my 

| | recan- 
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recantation ; but, I own, I was more 
charmed with her than with your favou- 
rite : you had depicted her in a ſtile more 
adapted to affect me. You know, our 
taſtes as our diſpoſitions differ, though 
our hearts are congenial. I ſhall uſe the 
privilege of friendſhip, and be fincere in 
delivering an opinion reſpecting your 
conduct to Julia: I do not approve it. 
I cannot think an honourable purpoſe 
juſtifies our employing difhonourable 
means to promote it; and though this 
young lady is artful, deſigning, and wor- 
thy of contempt, yer I do not think you 
are authorized to deceive her. We ought 
not to be guilty of wrong ourſelves to pu- 
niſh what is wrong in others. I wiſh, 
my dear Beaumont, you could deviſe 
fome other ſcheme for concealing your 
attachment to Mademoifelle de St. Clair, 
that would not impeach your rectitude in 
any degree - your integrity and your 
fame are as dear to me as my own. You 
ſhall earneſtly wiſh to Know wy opinion 
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of Miſs Melcombe, you ſay, and ſhall 
mark the effe& of her firſt appearance on 
me. Learn, then, that I have ſeen the 
beauteous Elwina, and u, that I think 
report has not exaggerated her charms : 
ſhe is really lovely beyond my powers of 
deſcription. The only idea I can give 
you of her perſon is, that ſhe extremely 
reſembles the lovely Ducheſs of Rutland, 
whom we agreed (when we met her in 
Italy) poſſeſſes, in a greater degree, the 
charms of figure and face, with the cap- 
tivaling aſſemblage of grace and dignity, 
than we had ever met in one form. Miſs 


Melcombe to theſe advantages adds a 


ſweetneſs, an expreſſion of countenance, 
that gives her beauty the moſt intereſting 
character. In fine, ſhe, in my opinion, 
conſtellates every charm that was ever 
poſſeſſed by woman. Now, what will 
you augur from my deſcription, Beau- 
mont ? Does not ſuch lively admiration 


imply the ſhaft's having ſtruck me? Or 
will you think 1 ſhould not ſpeak ſo can- 


didly, 


1 . 


133 J 

didly, if 1 were conſcious of being charm- 
ed? What your opinion-ttiaybe—or 
what indeed mine,” may be herrafter—T 
cannot ſay; but; at preſent, though the 
fair Elwina has charmed my eyes, ſhe 
has not touched my heart: I own her 
lovely, but am not in love with her. I 
know my own character; mere beauty, 
or even the auxiliaries of accompliſh- 
ments in addition, will never affect my 
peace of mind. If, indeed, Miſs Mel- 
combe is poſſeſſed of the qualities I look 
to for happineſs, I may become ſenſible— 
which fate forbid. And to do my part 
towards averting this ſtroke, I ſhall think 
and ſpeak of her as little as poffible, 
now that J have gratified your curioſity.” 
I find Lady Moubray intends to retain 
her as a companion, if ſhe finds her as 
amiable as ſhe is repreſented, and pro- 
vided 7 don't find her o meh fo," as 
Clara will ſoon quit us. She was great 
ly pleaſed with your letter to -Lauſan'; 


the handſome and kind things you ſay 
from 
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from the Duke and Ducheſs, on the ſub- 
ject of her reception, have greatly con- 
tributed to cheer her ſpirits, which, lively, 
as ſhe naturally is, drooped at the near 
approach of an event, that neceſſarily 
ſeparates her from all her relations, and 
the friends of her early days. I am more 
ſenſible to this kindneſs of your's, and 
your reſpectable parents, my dear Beau- 
mont, than to all your attentions towards 
myſelf. Pray, make my acknowledge- 
ments acceptable to the Duke and Du- 
cheſs— Believe me, 
Ever your's, 

| Henny Movyrav. 
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II AD any circumſtances, which were at 
my diſpoſal, prevented my addreſſing you, 
my dear Clara, I ſhouid have condemn- 
1 ed 
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ed myſelf ſeverely for my neglect, and; 
the more ſo, as you kindly give me.cre-. 
dit for continued regard, though appear- 
ances militate ſo ſtrongly againſt me: the 
fact is, I have been extremely ill, which 
prevented the poſſibility of writing. Your 
letter came very opportunely when I was 
recovering; for as low ſpirits generally 
ſucceed indiſpoſition, I wanted the cor- 
dial your communication adminiſtered. 
I congratulate you moſt ſincerely, my 
dear friend, on the fair proſpects that 
await you; nor will I ſuffer a ſelfiſh re- 
gret for your removal to a foreign reſi- 
dence, to damp the ſatisfaction I feel in 
your happineſs. That you will not only 
refle& on, but perform all the duties of 
every character in which you appear, 1 
am aſſured. I will gladly attend your 
nuptials, my dear Clara; and on ſuch an 
occaſion, though a ſeparation between 
my brother and myſelf is ever extremely 
painful to us, will accompany you to 
Paris, and remain with you, till you feel 

2 yourſelf 
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yourſelf at home among your new rela- 
tives. I was extremely diverted with 
your deſcription of the Vicar, and am: 
much obliged by your. offer of a recom- 
mendation to his favour, in caſe his dame 
ſhould give him a chance for another 
wife; but, I think, he does not exactly 
ſuit my taſte : perhaps I am too difficult. 
If fimilarity of character is requiſite to 
promote conjugal felicity, I think I could. 


point. out a wife for him, in caſe of his 
wanting one. I actually met his counter- 


part. It is aid we have all our, kingred- 


fairits, my dear, in the world, if we could 
find them you have diſcovered Your's, 


luckily, though the treaſure was, Placed 
in France. I wonder. where mine is: 
perhaps | it animates—a Dutchman, 1, was. 
going to ſay; but. I have heard they are 
never animated by any thing but gold— 
in that caſe, 1 am ſure my kindred ſpirit 


will not be found i in Holland. I neyer 


was more ſurpriſed, or more diverted, for 
the fir hour or two, than in che aforeſaid 


young 


L 387 1 

young lady's company, She had been 
brought up in ſolitude, and in ignorance; 
but ſo far from being conſcious of the 
defictencies incident to this, ſhe gave 
herſelf credit for more information, as 
well as beauty, underſtanding and-accom- 
ments, than were poſſeſſed by any other 
perſon. The ſpecimen I am about to give 
you are her eral expreſſions. ' A lady 
was lamenting that her daughter, a child 
of five years of. age, did not improve ſo 
much as ſhe wiſhed—** Oh } dear Ma- 
« dam, don't be apprehenſive on that ac- 
© count,” ſaid Miſs Fulmer, ** whenT was 
© even eight years old I had ſuch an 
* averſion to reading, and work, that I 
© was pronounced an abfolute- dunce; 
© my relations thought I ſhould turn out 
quite ſtupid; but leave the world to 
e judge tout I am nom. — The company, 
which was large, looked at her, and each 
other—l, for my part, was thunder- 
ſtruck. The converſation turning on the 

different powders that were advertiſed for 
| the 
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the teeth, a diſſertation on the virtues of 
different lotions took place; ſeveral ſpe- 
cified the qualities of what they uſed 
„, Well, good folks,“ ſaid Miſs, with the 
moſt ſelt . ſatisfied air, & you all expatiate 
, on the merits of your own tooth- pow- 
ders, I have ſaid nothing in favour of 
mine; but ] can bring an undeniable 
tec recommendation by ſhew ing my teeth. 
Saying which; ſhe grinned fo ludicrouſly, 
that all the company were irreſiſtibly 
impelled to laugh. Beauty then beco- 
ming the topic, ſhe, as each were the 
object of praiſe, laid claim to the charms 
of a fine eye, a clear complection, a fine 
ſhape, a round white arm, and, in ſhort, 
every external advantage. To let vs 
| know, likewiſe, that the exterior was on- 
ly the herald of the internal beauties, ſhe 
informed us, that ſhe would not yield her 
literary knowledge (though, I am aſſu- 
red, ſne cannot write three lines without 
an error in grammar, or orthography) ta 
ny" woman in England; ſhe thought 

1 herſelf 
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herſelf equal to talking on any ſubject to 
any man. Towards the cloſe of the even- 
ing, having fignified, that a certain Co- 
lonel of the Guards had pronounced her 
voice to be the fineſt he had ever heard, 
ſhe was requeſted to give us the pleaſure 
of hearing her. She accordingly placed 
herſelf at the harpſichord, and ſoon con- 
vinced us her ear was not the fineſt in the 
world If you have ever heard 
Mrs. Love, in Midas, or any old wo- 
man's character, you will have ſome idea 
of Miſs Fulmer's ſinging: to a tremu- 
lous voice, ſtraiied beyond all compaſs, 
was added all the advantages that a total 
inattention to time, or tune, could give 
it. Some laughed, others were diſguſt- 
ed, and all, [ believe, began to be tired. 
Happily ſhe now thought ſhe had exciteck 
our admiration to its utmoſt extent; ſo 
indeed ſhe had but not the ſort of ad- 
miration ſhe ſuppoſed : ſhe, therefore, 
took her leave, and left her character 
behind her, as Lady Teazle ſays. Well, 

== my 
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my dear Clara, don't you-think my por. 
trait will match yours? I give. you my 
my word it 1s no. caricature. We might 
ſing, if this couple were united, 


% Oh, ſure a pair were never ſeerr, | 
So juſtly form'd to meet by nature l“ 


' A more perfect pair—ſoy-diſant at leaſt, 


would not be met with in the univerſe, k 
am ſure. You will give me timely no- 
tice, my dear friend, when you require 
my attendance, that L may be prepared; 
En attendant. Believe me, 
Aſſectionately your s, 
— AvzLainE DoRMER. 
#18541 


The Merquis DE BEAUMONT to Sir HENRY 


MovBRAY. 


You cauld not have given me, my 


dear Chevalier, a more genuine proof of 
| your 
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your friendſhip, than in offering your opi- 
nion ſo fincerely on the plan I have 
adopted—it proves your regard to what 
ought to · be deareſt to every man— his 
honour: but we ſee this matter in a to- 
tally different point of view. I feel it no 
impeachment of my rectitude to fight. an 
enemy with their own weapons. This 
artful girl would not ſcruple to make me 
the dupe of ker wiles, to deſtroy my hap- 
pineſs ; therefore, ſhe deſerves to ſuffer 
at my hands what ſhe would iaflict : not 
that the puniſhment will bring to her a 
degree of miſery at all proportioned to 
what ſne would have prepared for me. 
The daily circumſtances that occur, and 
the anecdotes IJ hear from my poor Vic- 
toria, who has been quite the victim of 
her treachery, leave me no remorſe, 
It is wonderful to me, how ſo young a 
creature - ſhe is but juſt ſixteen — can have 
arrived at the. poſſeſſion of ſuch conſum- 
mate art. Were not my conviction 
founded on the evidence of my own 

| ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, I ſhould ſometimes be deceived 
by her. When I approach, joy ſparkles 
in her really beautiful eyes, and fatis- 
faction illumines every feature: but tra- 
cing the ſource, of this in her ſelf-gratu. 
lations on the ſucceſs of her ſchemes, and 
the gratification of her hopes of being a 
Marchioneſs, I feel only contempt, in- 
ſtead of pleafure, from her gracious re. 
ception : then ſhe ſpeaks in a voice fo 
ſweet, and with ſo much energy, in the 
praiſe of virtue, and the recommenda- 
tion of its practice, that it requires all 
my knowledge of her having got the 
leſſon by heart, to convince me that ſhe 
is inſincere. I abſolutely am ſo charmed 
ſometimes, that J forget it is illuſion, and 
dwell with rapture on her Syren accents; 
but, recollecting myſelf, ſtart up, and 
fling from her in a manner that has ſur- 
prized her; however, I employ ſome 
plauſible excuſe, and ſhe is ſatisfied. 
Once I was very near betraying myſelf; 
it was on her hinting, that ſhe diſappro- 


ved 


ö 
hn 
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ved my making a friend of her ſiſter 


which, you may recollect, I told you was 
a part of our plan to account to her for 
our converſing together. I ſtartled at an 
inſinuation being thrown out againſt my 


beloved Victoria, and recollecting all ſhe 


had ſuffered from her malicious ſiſter, 
with much difficulty ſuppreſſed my feel · 
ings: recollecting, however, what con- 


ſequence it was of, I recovered myſelf, 


She has never purſued the ſubject ſince, 
which I am glad of; for I k no not that 
J could always be maſter of myſelf, were 


any reflection to be caſt on that angel. I 


fear 1 ſhall ſoon loſe my Victoria, now 


Madame de St. Clair has obtained the 


continuation of her penſion, and therefore 
will quit Paris in the courſe of ten days. 
I ſhall be extremely wretched on the oc- 
caſion. I am in hopes to obtain the en- 
ſgncy for young St. Clair in my regiment 
ſoon ; and to preſent that, will furniſh a 


pretext for an early viſit to Villars-Cote- 


ret, I know not what to decide yet on 
the 
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che effect of Miſs Melcombe's charms. 
Your ſpeaking ſo openly, and arguing ſo 
diſpaſſionately on female beauty, -does-not 
denote your being touched; but ſo love- 
ly a form, always preſent, may baniſſi 


philofophy and wiſhing to find the men- 


tal charms correſpond with the perſo 
you may, at length, perſuade” Wwotſeh 
they do. If you eſcape, I fhall think it 
wonderful; but, as your happineſs de- 
pends on it, 1 Ar wiſh you may, 


Ne 1 am, 


Dear Mowbray, 
Moſt affectionately, | 
int 5 ol dt une Vour friend, 


CHARLES DE, BEAVMONT, 
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Paris, 
Trovca I ſhall ſaon have the Catis- 
faction of ſeeing my dear Louiſa, of 
ſhedding tears of unfeigned joy in her 
boſom, on our re- union, (for we ſet out 
in ten days) yet I muſt addreſs a few lines 
to her; my heart is full —a heavineſs poſ- 
ſeſſes my ſoul, which communing with 
my friend will diſſipate. I know, vou 
would not forgive me were I to inftinge 
on our compact, by withholding your 
hare of ſorrow. As I ſhould condemn 
you for deceiving -me in this point, and 
as you will recollect, that grief is dimi- 
niſhed by communication, I will not 
withhold the information of my being 
oppreſſed by ſorrow. Perhaps I am un- 
reaſonable perhaps I exact too much, 
in requiring from others the conduct I 
Vol. I, H ſhould 
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couſin; have contributed to ſpoil me. In 
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ſhould evince towards them. I aſſure 
you Loſten condemn myſelf; that my feel: 
ings ate ſo eafily awakened to a ſenſe of 
what others diſtegard. Tou, my ſweet 


your approbation, and your tenderneſs, I 
have received ſuch countenance, for all 
I ſay or do, that I have perſuaded my- 
{elf I could not be wrong where you ap- 
proved: forgetting the allowance to be 
made for partiality. I fear, in the preſent 
ſource of my grief, the ſenſibility of my 
heart: is too eaſily excited. You: ſhall 
judge. I told you that the Marquis de 
Beaumont had proſeſſed himſelf my lover. 
alÞ the characters I have met in the 
Other ſexy» I was but too happy in his 


_ preference : his attention, his tenderneſs, 


every proof and profeſſion of attachment, 
filled my heart with the ſincereſt ſatisfac- 
tion : but whether it is true, hat e have 
often read as a trait in the human charac- 
ter that we beeome diſſatisfied wit evs- 
ns RE: : +50 y 
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ry thing when we poſſeſs it, / howevet 
— may have been for its attain- 
ment; or whether it is that I am ſaſtidi- 
ous; I know not; but I have, of late, 
found much diminution in the happineſs 
I felt from Monſieur de Beaumont 's pro- 
feſhons : yet, what will make me appeat 
very inconſiſtent, I am more attached to 
him than ever. What produces this un- 
eaſineſs 1s, his frequent abſence of mind, 
when he addrefles me, and a fort of ſmile 
at my ſentiments, that ĩs not appropriate 
to the occaſion. Oſten, too, he ſtarts m 
me, wich an expreſſion in his countenahoe 
that ſtartles me. Wen T converſe wich 
him, he alone engroſſes my attention; and 
my heart is on my lips; I, thertfoie, 

think the fame degree of intereſt ſhowld 
appear in him. I believe he has df. 
vered my difſſatisfaction and ſurpriſe 
ſometimes, for he kas more than oner 
apologized for what, he ſaysy/ he is con. 
ſcious> muſt appear ſtrange . imputes it 
achitidens vhich perpetually octur ot 
, H 2 the 
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the, obſtacles that impede our union, and 
the means of removing, them. . He then 
renews his:tendar prof eſſions, and all my 
doubts vaniſn. I blame myſelf for ha- 
vingadmitted them; and what ſtrengthens 
my celief that J am wrong is, tlie rap- 
ture with which he often liſtens to me 
but ſoon ſome circumſtance ariſes that 
awakens my doubts. Thus am I ever 
kept fluctuating between hope and fear. 
It may be, that I have entertained too ro- 
wantic ideas of love, and, knowing little 
of the world, may be ignorant of the re- 
.ceiyed opinions on the ſubject; but I feel 
chat the conduct of the Marquis de Beau- 
mont is very different from what I ex- 
peccted in a lover, and, though undecided 
as to his ſentiments, of this I have deter-, 
mined, not to unite myſelf to him, though 
every obſtacle ſhould be ſurmounted, 
till Lam convinced he feels that kind of 
affection which alone can conſtitute the 
happineſs of your Julia. Perfect eſleem 
and unbounded confidence are indiſpen- 
5 l | | ſable, 
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fable; in my opinion, in the matrimonial 
ſtate. Never will 1 marry, till Lam fa- 
tisfied thefe will cement the Gordian not. 
Though the above ideas, in à great de- 
gree, tended to produce the grief I am 
ſenſible to, another circumſtance has con- 
tributed alſo tõ promote it. Victoria, 
yeſterday, deſired me to take a note for 
her to Madame D*'Aubigne's, for the 
Chevalier, as Mama was gone out. Juſt 
as I was going out, a poor woman, to 
whom I had promiſed ſome of my caſt- 
off cloaths, came; wiſhing not uo give 
her the trouble of calling again, as ſhe 
works for the maintenance of her family, 
therefore her time is precious, I return- 
ed to my apartment, and having locked 
out tlie chings, diſmifſed her with a hap- 
py heart. (Alas, Louiſa, what trifles 
will contribute to cheer the poor! 1 What 
we think uſeleſs, they convert into real 
. As T deſcended the, Hairs, 
I thought I heard the Marquis voice 
in the drawing-room. I ſtepped in con- 
H 3 ſequently, 
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ſequenily, wah my reaſon almoſt 'forſook 
me, on ſeeing him at the feet of Victoria, 
Kiffing her Em They ſtarted,” arid the 
Marquis bluſhed— for ſome time each 
was filent ; * at length Victoria ſ poke. 
« $o Julia,” ſaid the, you were very ſly; 
you did not own to me the attachment 
4 between the Marquis and) you; he has 
«© been confeſſing his affection for you, 
* and interceding for my aſſiſtance to 
66 conceal i it from my mother, till he' can 
Ky remove the obſtacles that oppoſe yorr 
union. I own, I ſee little hope for 
« you; but, however, all that I can do 
bf to 12 your 11 {geen 
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_ thanking | me in his 04 26 rh 

; Marquis came up, and, taking 110 Hand, 
| fad” a thouſand render” things; but his 

ice fabltered, abe 1 1 perecived* that = 


= «a '# 


"trembled cal loot as ” much, 15 7 
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cc « will do them good—you, were going 
out, 1 perceive—you | had better Pur- 
« ſue your plan, and the Marquis will 
ec give you his arm, I dare fay, in your 
C promenade.” —[ underſtood the hint 
conveyed in * words; and, though [ 
felt very unequal to walking in my agita- 
ted ſtate, did not dare refuſe ; exerting 
myſelf, therefore, I aroſe, and with trem- 
bling ſteps advanced to the door: ; the 
Marquis prepared to attend me; 1 beg 
ged him not—for I knew my ſiſter would 
never pardon my betraying her attach - 
ment, and, indeed, was ſurprized, : as ſhe 
. muſt be acquainted. where I was g going, 
that ſhe hinted at Monſieur's attendance ; 3 
but 1 concluded ſhe truſted to my find- 
ing 2 pretence for difmiſfing him ete we 
reached Madame D' Auhi; gas s. The 
Marquis, bowever, would take no > denial, 
aud 1 ** obliged to admit his atrend- 

H 4 | ace. 
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ance. When. we were out, he IFReved 
the ſubject of the late trapſaction, and 
bald, the conſciouſneſs, bi the ſtrange ap- 
pearance it muſt have to me, till! it was 
explained, bad ſo ſtruck him, as to be- 
reave him of the power af utterance; but 
as I muſt now be ſatisfied, he would re- 
new the ſubject neareſt his heart; and 
Were to giye me the moſt ardent 
aſſurances of bis affection. The effect of 
ihe late ſcene, the uneaſineſs incident to 

my awkward ſituation, which obliged me 
to kay ſome means of ſending him away, 
ſo en me. iat 1 . knew A 


1 told bin he muſt excuſe r my difrnſfing. 
bim now, as I could not take him to the 
houſe I was going to. He ſeemed ſur- 
prized and vexed; ſaid. he knew-my con- 
duct aroſe from my being diſſatisfied 
| with him; that he could not endure to . 
leave me till he was aſſured I was perfect 
eee of bis affection. To induce 


him 
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him to go, I ſaid every thing he deſired, and 
at length, prevailed on him to leave me. 
Diſtruſt, however, ſeemed ſtill to poſſeſs 
his mind: perhaps, it was evident to him, 
that I complied with his requiſition more 
to get rid of him than becauſe I was ſa- 
tified, , - Anxious to give vent to my 
thoughts, I haſtily delivered the billet to 
the Chevalier, and returned home. T here, 
as ſoon as I reached my apartment, I gave 
free ſeope to my reflections and my tears; 
yet I Knew not what to judge. Alb that 
my ſiſter repreſented might naturally-haps, 
pen; and wherefore ſhould the Marc 
de Beaumont, who appears, he is al- 
ways ſpoken of as being ſo amiable, de: 
ceive me? But his confuſion, and my 
fiter'ss, and: che little concern ſhe ſeemect 
to feel in relating the Marquiss attachg 
ment to me, ee, I Know-. o 
wound her to the ſoul,” ffaggers me; Jet 
nothing; « could be more fervent than lig 
ex preſſions of tenderneſs to me. 'Thys' 
did e MY unable to decide; Lg 

H 5 the 


Atawitig-room, where 1 found Hith alone. 
He met me at the door, and was viibly 


; 1 2 G0 
türe, he intended t6 A N 
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the ſervant came to announce that it was 


me to dreſs. I then rouzed from my 


melancholy teverie; and prepared for diti- 
ner. Finding myſelf unequal to bear 


4 company, 1 pleaded } diſpoſition gf and 


retired to reſt early to reſt; I ſay; but, 
ah! not fo -I have paſſed a ſleepleſs 
nighr. As J concluded the above fen. 
tence,” 1 received a meſſage from "the 


Marquis de Beaumont, requeſting 1 
would allow him the honour to ſpeak to 


me for a few minutes. I went to the 


"alfebted by my looks, and fmquited if 
as much indifpofed: I replied" im the 
nezzertee; anch atfuming a chedrfdt tönt, 
6 Aüpate His Utalibelz, Tedeted 0 
"how ths S&afibh Sr Mit Cick. e W. 
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ing it, from the high faygur in which he 
was with her: he had prepared two drag 
boxes, for Victoria and myſelf, hut wiſh- 


ed to adviſe me, before he preſented 
them, of alittle device. love had inſpired, 
which, he hoped, would not diminiſh the 
value of, the gift in my eſtimations he 
then took the box from his pocket; it 
Vas the moſt beautiful trinket I ever ſaw 
age, ornamented with gold and 


pearls, He opened it; and, touching a 
ſecret ſpring, the inner lid flew, back, 


and diſcovered a miniature picture, the 
beſt zeſemblance c of the Marquis dg Beap- 
mont I ever beheld., Charmed with this: 


delicate: proof of his attachment, and fe- 


leved by ix from the apprehenfigns that 


Teen peace, 7 Joh 1 be- 


lievg,; did zuſtice-to the feeling of my 


hears, 1 for Monſieur di Beaumont repay 
ed me wi Iles e 


wal 


_nefs. Ee or dme Moments. we were 
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was due, I began to make my acknow- 
ledgements. He interrupted me, ſaying 
the gift was very unworthy of my accep» 
tance; but, he feared, if it bad been 
more valuable, Madame de St. Clai 
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would not have allowed our acceptance, 
for. he knew her nicety in theſe points. 
He then took the box intended for Vic- 
toria from his pocket, to, ſhew me the 
difference betwee them, as they were 
to a ſuperficial öblerver fo exactly alike, 


S 


as to be undiftinguiſhable : having mar 
ed the difference, and taught me to ma: 


r 


nage the ſecret, ſpring, be "returned the 
| boxes to his pocket, and began to ſpeak 
of f his regret for our approaching ſepara- 
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tion ; 3 beſceching me to- allow him 0 
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write to me, and to hope! 1 woule ; give 
him 934 2 of. myſelh, c otherwiſe ablence 
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I felt all 1 its miſer IF. 1 few are my 
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ſources of comfort, esp ail fo me 
to afford the loſs bs We them; ho- 


.in . 
ever, 
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ever, I did not think it right to let the 
| men ſee all his power qver my heart: 
I, therefore, contrived to conceal the 
grief this reflection gave me, and reſo- 
lutely refuſed to correſpond. with him; 
for ſweet, as the ſatisfaRtion would have 
been, reſulting from. it, it youll. have 


beep ſuch a breach of the duy I owe 
dee dene e an eye re 
guil y  of-—the. acrifices, to virtue ever 
by their reward. ; and if it were only 
be conhidexation of acting right, the re 
Lens is ſufficient. This excellent 
leflon yas taught us by.a favourite author, 
my Louiſa, and 1 alzays endeavour.to 
make every virtugus ſentiment ſo much 
my ohn, as chat ir ſhoyld. influence my 
conduct. To return to my lgyer—he 
axged me. ſtrenuouſly to recede from my 
reſolution, but I, was firm, and he, a; 
length, gave vp the point, Fearing my 
mother's return, or ſome other interrup: 
tion, I. urged his departure. Finding 
As little refraForyz J concluded the 

peſt 
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beſt plan would be to quit him, as he 
would not quit me. At the door, I. met 
Victoria. Yeſterday I ſhould have been 
uneaſy at the idea of their having a tete à 
tete, but, at preſent, I am perfectly eaſy 
on the ſubject. This recent proof of the 
Marquis's preference has diffipated | every 
doubr. The' tranquillity that now poſ⸗ 
feſfes my mind, from a certainty” of my 
lover's attachment, and the {weer' con“ 
feiouſneſs of having reſſſted a powerful 
temptation to error, is doubly reliſhed, 
from the idea of the ſatisfaction it will 
give my beloved Louiſa, to find the de- 
preſſion that' overwhelmed me, at the 
commencement of this: letter, is remo- 
ved. What a quantity have I. written! 
but hen the heart communes with thoſe; 
and of thoſe it loves, we ate apt! to in- 
dulge promity. Adieu, deareſt Louiſa; 
remember me affectionately to my-young 
ba ng ee andibelieve mo, 

CITI faichfully yer 
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Sir Hun v Mata to the Marquis 
. DE BEAUMONT. 


Moubray Caſtle, | 


Largaer, r my dear Beaumont, that 
ye do differ in opinion on the preſent 
queſtion, as it involves a point of rec- 
ttude;; 2 J perceive your opi- 
nion is too firmly rooted, to admit of 
any; arguments taking effect. Indeed, 
1, haxe Aeldom; (1 believe. might ſay 
neyer) found argument of any uſe ; I 
am, therefore, no friend to it: people 
ate rarely convinced their own opinion 
39; wrong, and ff they ſhould, pride 
uſually preventa their awning it, there - 
ſetved, is tobe derived from it, and it 
Penerally produces fo much warmth, 
often animoſitys that comparing; tho ad 
vantages with) the idiſadvantages, the 
proportion in favour of the latter i940 
F great, 
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great, as to induce my wiſh to avoid it 
whenever I can. But though not per- 
fectly fatisfied with the means, I moſt 
ſincerely wiſh you may obtain the pro- 
poſed end, as your happineſs is ſo deeply 
intereſted in it. On Tueſday in the 
week after next, Lauſan is to receive the 
band of Clara; I felicitate myſelf and 
you. much on the occaſion, my dear 
friend, both as the union promiſes ſo 
fair to the parties moſt: intereſted. in it, 
and as it connects our families: 1 ank 
particularly delighted too from my ab- 
fervations on Lauſan's characten, which 
riſes on me every day; L hall greatly 
feel the loſs of him and my lively little 
couſin. Perhaps, you. will not think 
this, very gallant towards the fair Ele 
Wina, but, in fact, it is becauſe I find 
her. ſocietꝝ too agrecable, chat 1 willy. 
not tg have too much of it, and That 
neceſſarily partake more of it hen gus 
circle is more, gonfined. I, find her ur 
derſtanding of the, firſt claſs, and her 


mind 
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mind highly cultivated, yet ſhe makes 
no diſplay of her knowledge, and, there 
is a ſweetneſs Type , manners that wins 
the affection of eyery body ſhe addreſſes 
herſelf to; ſhe is univerſally beloved in 
the family, and. by none more than 
Lady Moubray. Clara often ſays, with 
a half ſmile, it is time ſhe. ſhould take 
her leaye, for ſhe finds herfelf rivalled 
fo. completely, that were ſhe to ſtay 
much longer, ſhe. ſhould break her heart, 
either from grief or envy. Laufſan al- 
ready rallies me on the ſubject. of Miſs 
Melcombe, and pretends to read more 
than mere admiration of her; in my eyes. 
I hope he is miſtaken; why ſhould 1 
be leſs ſuſceptible of merit than every 
other member of the family? Were ſhe my 
fiſter, I ſhould be chatmed to gbferve 
the delicacy of condutt eyinced in her 
every act, and to liſten to the juſt and 
amiable ſentiments. that proceed natu- 
rally from her on every occaſion. Lady 

eber behaxes to her in a ſtile; that 


makes 
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makes me ready to worſhip. her; ſhe 
treats her with as much reſpect as ſhe 
would a woman of the higheſt rank, 
which is truly laudable, as Elwina is ſo 
entirely dependent on her: and to you 
J will own, is rather ſingular, for it is the 
only ſhade in my mother's character, to 
connect the idea of high birth and merit 
ſo cloſely, that ſhe behaves to thoſe who 
poſſeſs not this advantage, as if they 
could not poſſibly be intitled on any 
other account to reſpect. She is, of 
courſe, never deficient in politeneſs, but 
a degree of hauteur is mingled in it, 
that makes the object of it ſenſible to a 
painfub inferiority. Miſs Melcombe ap- 
pears to have conquered Lady Mou- 
bray's prejudice in this inſtance; can her 
Ladyſhip then · wonder that this woman's 
influence ſhould be felt by me, when 
it has ſubdued her moſt powerful ſen- 
timent? I noticed this to Clara, Who ap- 
peared much ſtruck with the obſervation, 
for * naturally, knows my mother's 
foible; 
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foible ; ſhe ſaid, ſhe attributed it to Miſs 
Melcombe's' being ſo completely at her 
Ladyſhip's difpofal, for as Lady Moubray 
is extremely generous; ſhe would not 
mark to an unpreſuming dependent a 
ſenfe of inferiority that was ſo acknow- 
ledged ; and, indeed, added ſhe, there 
is a dignity in Miſs Melcombe's con- 
duct that enforces refpect; it feems a ho- 
mage ſo much her due, that every one 
pays it without even examining her title 
to it. This is exactly the caſe ; her be- 
haviour to my mother would obtain her 
my admiration and eſteem, had ſhe no 
claim to it on any other account; ſhe is 
ſo attentive to her, that her every look 
is watched to diſcover what ſhe may re- 
quire, or what will pleaſe her, and the 
flies with the alacrity of kindneſs and af- 
fection to falfil her wiſhes. ' There is a 
diſtinction clear to every body in her 
conduct, between the ſervimy of atten- 
dance,' and the ſatisfaction of performing 


ROE . the latter marks her expiry 
act. 
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act. From, me ſhe receives the atten-- 


tions of politeneſs with the ſame grace 
and Judgement . that attends. her-whole 
conduct. Unlike many Miſſes, who, 
having neither ſenſe to diſcriminate, nor 
knowledge of good breeding to ſupply 
the deficiency, fly to fetch themſelves a 
chair when the ſervants happen to be out 
of the way, inſiſt on carrying their tea- 
cup to the table, and a thouſand ſuch 
things, becauſe they cannot think of gi - 
ving the gentleman the trouble, particularly 
if he happens to be of ſuperior. rank. 
Miſs Melcombe underſtands genuine po- 


| liteneſs, and what is due to the ſex ; 


in fact, all I have had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve of her conduct has ſerved to ſhew- 
tbat the moſt perfect propriety rules it. 
A little incident happened a few days 


ago, that made a deep impreſſion on my 


mind. My mother was relating an ac- 
cident that had happened to a poor gla- 
zier in the village, who has a large fa - 


* he fell from 4 ladder and broke 8 
his 
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his arm; as his labour was all tis fatnlly 
had to depend upon, they had ſuffered 
moſt cruelly; ſhe had only juſt heard 
of the circumſtance, and found that four 
poor children had ſcarcely had any food 
or firing for ſeveral days, their *unfor- 
tunate mother not being in a ſituation to 
relieve them. I was extremely ſhocked 
at this intelligence; and glancing | my 
eyes towards Mifs Melcombe, ſaw the 
tears courſing each other in quick ſuc- 
ceſſion down her lovely face. Thoſe 
beautiful lines of Pratt's occurred toe 
my recollection | 


« And, Oh! juſt Heaven, what git rant thou 

t © beſtow, | bi Xa” 

« What gem ſo precious as a tear. for woe 
A tear more full of thee, Oh | Power Divine, 
4 2 all the droſs that N in the mine.. 


My heart accorded with the ſenticnent, 
for at that moment Elwina Melcomde 
appeared more” like a divinity, tian had 


ſhe been ordained with all the ſplendour 
that 
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that the moſt brilliant ornaments ever be- 
ſtowed-to adorn beauty: her tears: gavs 
a luſtre to her charms, which no jewels 
could have lent them. I was ſenſibly 
affected by the diſtreſs of the unfortunate 
family; indeed, they, and Miſs Mel- 
combe, engroſſed thoſe hours, which 
ſhould have been devoted to reſt. I 
| therefore, roſe early, and went to the 
| glazier's cottage ; judge my ſurprize and 
| ſatisfaction, to find Elwina there; the 
| ſame purpoſe that incited my viſit had 
drawn her thither ; the congeniality mar- 
ked in this circumſtance, ſunk deep into 
my heart ; ſhe bluſhed on feeing me, 
but the ſoffuſion was tranſient, and reco- 
vering from her confuſion, ſhe ſaid, with 
a ſweet ſmile, I believe we are come 
re on the ſame errand, Sir Henry, but 
«© have fulfilled: my intention; if you 
cc meant to return home when you have 
ce ſettled your buſineſs) here; you” ſhall; 
4 if. you pleaſe, eſcort me; in the mean 


ce time, 1 will take a turn With the little 
2 6c folks 
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8 folks in the court. Delighted with 


_ ſuperior to the abſurd ideas many of the 


ſex would have entertained, and as it 


promiſed me the ſatisfaction of her ſo- 


ciety, in my return, I acquieſced in a 
manner that, I believe, amply proved 
how greatly I was pleaſed; ſhe ſmiled 
and left me; 1 then gave the poor people 
ſome preſent aſſiſtance, and promiſed to 
afford them a permanent relief: I can- 
not do juſtice to the expreſſion of their 
gratitude towards me or that angel, as 
they ſtiled Miſs Melcombe, therefore, 
ſhall leave it to your imagination, my 
dear Beaumont. I ſoon rejoined Elwina, 
and we proceeded on our way home, the 


converſation naturally turned on the poor 


people we had left; ſhe ſaid, her heart 
ached on hearing the ſad ſtory of their 
diſtreſs, the reflection that others had 
wanted, the abſolute” neceſſaries of life 


Sed rr with anguiſn, that a fruitleſs 
| pity, 


while ſhe enjoyed-its ſuperfiuities, bad 


— 
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pity; however was not in tr“ bpiuton 
juſtifiible;” to relieve” as far as cc:’ 
ſtances allowed The deemed an Indifpen- 
ſable· duty; abt Cite; added ie, thie 
ſatisf4&ion' of placing comfort in bo- 
ſoms, long fenfible only to grief and 
bierernels," is ſo great, a8 to render Güt 
duty im this, as in moſt other inſtdnces, 
our happinefs. I am ſorry, ſhe W 
to own, that T was for a moment "aſha- 
med, Sir Henry, of 4 — finding m me 


ww 4 4 =, 


caſe I think” we ought never to bluſh” 
at doing what is right; a falſe ſhame, 
it is juſtly obſerved, cauſes more errors” 
than the native impulſes of the heart. 
would certainly ſhun an oſtentatious 
parade of charity, but if found in the 
exerciſe of it, think it not right to ſhrink 

from obſervation, and hope, in future, N 
never to feel the weakneſs of falſe ſhame : 

the world's ridicule, I have had frequent | 
occaſion to obſerve, even in my confined 


opportunities, for judging is oftener 
pointed 


4 
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pointed againſt infirmity, nay, even 
c againſt virtue than vice; to ſcorn it 
* when aimed at ought but what is re- 
6 prehenſible, is, I think, giving chat 
ſupport to virtue which all her wota- 
{© ries are bound to. Charmed with ſen- 
timents ſojuſt, and amiable, I could hard- 
ly find expreſſions ſufficiently ſtrong to 
prove my admiration, my energy, how- 
ever, excited a ſmile, and giving a turn 
to the converſation, as we approached the 
houſe, ſhe led my thoughts into a chan- 
nel more adapted to general ſociety. 
1 believe I had began to forget that I 
was not in a world of ſpirits, and becauſe 
I had a Divinity by my fide, concluded 
I was to converſe with no others. But 
though ſhe for the time drew my atten- 
tion from the contemplation of her ex- 
cellence, when I retired, the paſt ſcene, 
and eyery word ſhe uttered, returned 


full upon my mind, and left no place 
for any other idea. I fearl ſhall have 


ſerious cauſe to lament her being an in- 
Vol. I. 1 mate 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


various powers of charming. Sometimes 
ſhe deſires her and Lauſan to dance the 
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mate of Moubray Caſtle : what can my 
good mother think my heart compoſed 
of? As if ſhe ſuppoſed me incapable 
of feeling the influence of female excel- 
lence, ſhe ſeems actually to have a 


pleaſure in diſplaying Miſs Melcombe's 


minuet de la cour, and remarks the un- 
common grace and elegance of her per- 
formance, and the beauty of her figure; 
at others, ſhe will requeſt her to play and 


ſing; obſerves, the judgement and rapidity 


of her execution, the ſweet and pathetic 
tones in her voice, which I with ſecret 
rapture had dwelt on, till my whole ſoul 
was faſcinated: then, again, ſhe leads her 
to converſe on topics that diſplay her un- 
derſtanding, her ſenſibility, and good- 
neſs, in ſuch a ſtrong light, that not to 


be ſenſible to ſuch perfection muſt prove 


one devoid of all feeling or diſcernment. 
Lady Moubray herſelf is often ſo ſtruck 


wth her charms 1 merits, that ſhe ex- 
| claims, 
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claims, unconſciouſly, % What a Divine 


Creature! is not ſhe lovely? how ami- 
4 able!“ Forgetting that if ſhe can feel 


with ſo much enthufiaſm, I am not likely 
to be inſenſible. I know the inference 
you wilt draw from this communication, 


my dear Beaumont, and recolle& your 
former advice, perceiving: the neceſſity 


of its adoption, I fhall, unleſs J grow 


more reaſonable, (No! I won't allow 
myſelf unreaſonable, but unleſs I can 
conquer my ſtrong ſenſe of this lovely 


woman's excellence) take a trip to Paris, 


and try what the amuſements of that gay 

city, and the ſociety of my friends, will 
do towards accompliſhing my cure, for 
wounded, 1 fear am. Aaken, dear 
eee | 


_ Believe 1 me, ever cxthfully your's, 
n Haxxx Movsxax. 


I 2 VictoRIA 
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Vicrorra DE ST. Craik 70 Madane 
| NIVELON — 


Paris. 


ConckaTULATE me, dear Li 
ſette, my ſcheme ſucceeds in all points 
beyond my moſt ſanguine hopes. The 
Marquis is convinced that Julia is the 
moſt artful, diabolical, little animal, that 
ever exiſted ; ſhe has quite loſt her heart 
to him; her whole happineſs depends on 
him I clearly perceive. D*Aubigne is a 
perfect ſtranger to the Marquis s attach- 
ment, and above all, in the little i inter- 
. courſe between the Duke and Ducheſs 
and us, (for their attendance at court 
and numerous engagements "elſewhere, 
occupy them extremely ;) I have contri- 
ved to ingratiate myſelf ſo much with 
them, that they ſpeak of me very highly, 
Beaumont ſays. An acide It Jae 

however, within theſe few ys, th t. Was 


very near overturning all my fchemes; 
I but 
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but we people of genius, Nivelon, know 
how to turn, even what is againſt us, to 
our own favour : ſo ! managed the mat- 
ter, in ſuch a way as to ſtrengthen my 
battery inſtead of weakening it. 1 had 
{cnt Julia with a note to D'Aubignè to 
excuſe; my meeting him, as I had ap- 
pointed to receive Beaumont ; my evil 


ſtars, or rather, as it turned out, my 


good. ſtars, ordained that ſome nonſenſe 
ſhould. retard her departure; in the mean 
time, the Marquis came, and while he 
was breathing ſoft nonſenſe at my feet, 
nay, Kiſſing my hand, I believe, in came 
Julia ;—the | ſurprize was ſo univerſal, 
that we were ſilent and motionleſs for 


ſome moments; her appearance was fo 


unexpected, that I, for a, little while, loſt 
my recollection; recovering, however, 
that preſence of mind with which I am 
ſo happily gifted, 1 gave ſuch a turn to 
the None | as 53 accounted for it: : 


"= EELEEE, 


"Fr fooliſh 
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fooliſh looks would have betrayed us, 
ſofrened by her appearance, approached 
her with a tenderneſs that alarmed me.: 
I reſolved to put an end to the ſoene, 
leſt any ſuſpicion ſhould dart acroſs his 
mind, for ſhe was the image of a love- 
ſtricxen nymph; I, therefore, recom- 
mended to her to purſue her walk, and 
gave him a wink to accompany her: as 
he was going with a note to D*Aubigne, 
you will, perhaps, think this ſtrange, 
but 1 knew my groumd, my dear: Juha, 
1 Vas convinced, dare not betray me, 
and her embarraſfinent and deſire to get 
rid of him, which J could make my ad- 
vantige'of, would convince him of her 
RE I did not ſee him again till 
the next day, Miſs, in the mean time, 
was indiſpoſed, in conſequence ef her 
furpri ze and jealoufy. F had reaſon to 
felicitate myſelf on the ſucceſs of my 
manteuvre; Beaumont told mie of her 
dimilag hith, his aftoniſhment, und 
"that it had tempted” Kim to payſite her 
at 
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at a diſtance, he had ſeen her enter 2 
houſe which he marked, but his engage - 
ments had not permitted his going hi- 
therto to inquire to whom it belonged. 
1 ſmiled, and deſiring him to proceed, 
he added, he feared ſhe was not con- 
vinced when they parted, therefore had 
thought this the beſt time for putting 
our plot into execution, reſpecting the 
portrait which he had brought, and it 
had produced the deſired effect, of per · 
ſectly deſtroying her doubts. I own, 
lovely Victoria,“ ſaid this tender- heart · 
ed ſwain, that I was affected by her 
_ <6, appearance yeſterday, and my pity was 
„ augmented this morning, ſhe looked 
** ſo unwell, fo: unbappy, that I forgot 
© all my animoſity, I really could not 
«reſtrain my ſympathy. ] affected to 
applaud this ſentimental folly, as a proof 
of his ſenſibility, &c. &c. &c. but told 
him I was too much intereſted in his 
happineſs, to permit its being diſturbed 
by undeſerved compaſſian. That the 
| 14 idea 
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ea of a ſeparation from D'Aubighe oc- 
cafioned her low ſpirits, for he really poſ- 
ſeffed her affections, though ſhe was 
ready to facrifice him to her ambition; 
and this oppreſſion of ſpirits had made 
her readily give vent to her tears; be- 
ſides, as ſhe wiſhed to ſecure him by 
pretending an attachment, ſhe would 
naturally affect jealouſy and ſenſibility on 
ſuch an occaſion; I then, to complete 
my victory, told him, he would find, on 
inquiry, che houſe ſhe went to, was D'Au- 
bigne's. © This laſt coup. de main ld 
ced the deſited effect, he was ready to 
execrate her; that the very moment ſhe 
pretended to. be ſo intereſted about bim, 
ſhe ſhould 'be going 19. andther loyer, 

his "was fuch art, ſuch wickednels, a as: 

ratified any conduct of his. a diſco- 
vered that he had not waited to de 
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neatly) « Moubray, | F or 
46 win not condemn me ;” added he 2 
L 1 Is. 


i my 3 


I inquired who Moubray, was, I had 
heard, but forgot; he told me he was an- 
Engliſhman, his particular friend; they 
had travelled together, and continued 
their intimacy by a correſpondence. 
The Marquis explained to me the mean- 
ing of. his expreſſion; from all he ſays, | 
L find, my, dear, this Engliſhman is one 
of your moral men, (I deteſt morality) 
and of that deſcription of friends, who 
obtrude good advice. It ſhall be my, 
buſineſs to undermine him, Niyelon, be 
might influence Beaumont to the der 
druction of my ſcheme, and not halls 
in love with me, will be more quick 
ſighted | than is convenient. We quit 
Paris in a few days, and I ſball haye the, 
pleaſure. to ſee you again, were it Dot, 
for that idea, I. own, I ſhould greatly re. 
gret our departure from this charming 
place. I ſeem to moye in my natural 
ſphere here ; drefs, viſits, public Places, . 
and dear admiration, 7 preſent their ſeveral. 


ads to. baniſh + ennui; not one moment 
Tc 5 | have 
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have Thad to devote to ſerious reflection, 

that hateful intruder ! While my good 
mother chought I was paying my vows 
at the altar, I was better employed, my 
dear, I was worſhipped myſelf, inſtead 
of worſhipping ; and I really think I look 
a little more like a Divinity, than the 
wooden dolls, bedecked with frippety, 
that we are taught to bend the knee to. 
P*Aubigne will ſoon follow me to Vil- 
lars-Coteret, and the Marquis will war 
1 dare ſay; remain long at Paris.. 

rhe ſpring” approaches, the country — 
prove the beſt place to cultivate Beau- 
mont's paſſion, your love · ſick fwain, 
like purling ſtreams and ſhady groves ; 

and 1 ſhall have no rivals there; for there 
is nobody but yourſelf,” who has ag 
pretenfions to beauty; and thot ough you 
have no objection to Airtatihs or aditite 
ration , which your Deary Judiciooſly ad- 
mits, as 4 confirmation of your chartns, 
and a as. a true Frenchman ought ; ; ye, on 
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boch an octaſſon as the preſent, my dear, 
I know 
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I know you won't attempt to rival me. 
We muſt lay our plans well, Nivelon, 
to preyent D'Aubigne's having any ſuſ- 
picion: I build much on your aſſiſtance, 
and you may be aſſured I ſhall not prove 
ungrateful, when power ſtrengthens my 
will. I muſt take care to keep Beau- 
mont from wandering about the neigh- 
bourhood, as he will hear Julia's pane- 
gyric ; you know all the good people 
bigh and low, have agreed, in their wiſ- 
dom, to make an idol of her. Should 
he, however, obſerve this, my wit, and | 
my power, will perſuade him of any 
ching. If poſſible, I ſhall ' keep that 
little ſentimental - ſimpleton, Louiſa de 
Ranct away; ſhe might do me miſchief 
if ſhtfhould gain Baumonr's.car : I know 
the bates me, and I moſt cordially return 
the ſentiment. I can turn and wind my 
mother as I pleaſe, therefore, hope to 
accompliſh this point. Adieu, dear Ni- 
velon, I am hurried. to. death, thopgh 


l have rien you uche a a long | letter; E We 
112 can 
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can always find time to do what is agree - 
able, and, I truſt, you will believe no- 
thing can be more ſo to me, than commu- 
ning with her, for whom I feel all that 
1 to the character of a 

Faithful and affectionate friend, 


oö Vieronr4 DE ST. CLA. 
[hag 2 þ 1200 blue Dai 
6 — — — 1 


The aue. Aa ner to Hir urn * 
MouznaAr. 1003's 26 H3Y 
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by £1 F h Paris. 
Fra we: n Vidunie, - rar Mouic 
bray; ſhe ſer out yeſterday, and has 
taken my heart, ſoul, and ſpirit with her. 
It is ſo natural, hen we are prieved,: to 
turn towards a friend for conſolation, chat 
L make no apology for addreſſing yon 
under the influence of melancholy. I 
look to your! ſympathy for relief in my 
ſortowfuli ſenſations and am convinced L 
0 ee I admire your 
ſenti- 
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fentiments on argument, and thank you 
for ſparing admonitions that would only 
pain me; for, I confeſs, highly as Iva 
jue your judgement, on the preſent occa- 
ſion, it would not influence me. Had: 
there been any thing really wrong in the 
plan, my Victoria, who is virtue perſoni- 
fied, could not have deviſed it; and I. 
have had ſuch ſtriking proof of the du- 
plicity and wickedneſs of her artful ſiſter, 
as leaves me no regret. in puniſhing her. 
Well as I thought I was prepared againſt 
her, I affure you ſhe had ſo completely 
deceived me, . that ſhe excited a degree; 
of-tenderneſs in my boſom, an intereſt ſo 
powerful, that ſcarcely: could it be ex- 
ceeded: by what J felt for her angelic; ſiſ· 
ter; it required all the proof I received 
to cmpower me to judge of the extent of 
her art. Sbe is a deteſtable character, 
and I/ ſhall have a pleaſure in turning her 
ſchemes againſt herſelf: hut Iwill quit 
a ſubject on which. we differ, andichuſe 
nn. to your taſte, In fact. 
ik there 
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there is a ſatisfaction in dwelling on the 
topic of love, to a heart deeply affected 
with the paſſion that ſoothes even when 
the immediate object is not concerned; 
therefore, I will not claim the merit of 
abſolute diſintereſtedneſs, in making your 
paſſion for la belle Elwina my theme. It 
is even ſo, my friend; you have imbibed 
the delicious poiſon, and abſence is your 
only antidote:; fly to Paris before the in- 
fection ſpreads too far at preſent you 
may be recoverable; but only a little 
longer, and it is too late. 1 am, alas! 
too well qualified to judge; yet, though 
k now: feel the pangs, I would not, for 
worlds, part with the cauſe of them. 
This ſort of poiſon, my dear Chevalier, 
is ke the opium taken by the Turks. 
it places ſuch ſweet ideas and ſenſations 
is the boſom . the intoxication is ſo, be- 
wiching, chat, though fure of the ſuffer- 
ings- it will produce, we would ſooner 
ceaſe to exiſt, than give it up. If it he 
not * too late, for you are more 
- affected 
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affected than you ſuppoſe, come away 
inſtantly, my friend: you will, perhaps, 
ſmile at my urging you to take advice, 
which, in my own cafe, T would not 
adopt ; but though our circumſtances are 
in ſome reſpects alike, yet there is this 
material difference, that the one obſtacle 
which oppoſes my wiſhes may be remo- 
ved, whereas your's is inſurmountable; 
as you ſtate the caſe. Pardon me, Mou- 
bray ; but I muſt think Lady Moubray's 
conduct highly reprehenſible. Knowing 
your ſenſibility, your ſtrong ſenſe of filial 
duty, and your peculiar ideas of a wife, 
to bring the exact original ſuch your 
deſcription marks her of the portrait 
yout fancy had formed to your view; to 
place her, with all her lovelineſs, and 
what you regard more, ber boeh attri- 
bütes, perpetually in your preſence; and 
to ſignify that you forfeit ber affection, 
and render her wretched, if you make 
her your wife. To ohe you; Moubray, 
T won't call this conduct unjuſt; inconſiſ- 
| tent, 
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tent, and tyrannical ; but, upon my ſoul, 
if it were my own mother, I ſhould. It 
will be charity to me, as well as yourſelf, 
to come over now, as I want the conſola- 
tion your ſociety would give. The ſea is 
ſaid to have ſaved lives as well as deſtroy- 
ed them—to have cured as well as lk 
ed ; perhaps, it may. prove a lethean 
draught to your diſorder; try it, at leaſt; 
and that it may cure you of your care, 
as ſurely as it will, in conveying you to 
me, bring happineſs to your friend, 1s the, 
ſincere wiſh of, dear Moubray, SEED 
Ever your's, 7 1 
CHARLES DE BEAU MONT: 
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hail v write to Lauſan in a a day. or. Fr 
ſalute my belle couſine for me on ihe 
nuptial morn. I have prepared a LY 
. fling bijoux for her acceptance, on the 


bridal occaſion. If you think they 


2 


will not come ſoon, I ſhall forward it. 


Aae ; tell ber 1 am cop 


fark 9 Ki ber fair band. 
Sir 


E 
* * 
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Si Hanna 4 1 5 to thi Marge 6 & 
REAUMONT. 


Kforitiray Caſtle, 


My > & firſt ſubject, dear Beaumont, will 
be announcing the nuptials of the Count 
de-Lauſan and Clara; they. were united 
yeſterday in- my chapel, and proceeded 
immediately for London. Our belle cou- 
fine was extremely affected. The ſo- 
lemnity of the ceremony, where the en- 
gagements it involves. are properly conſi- 
dered, is a very ſerious affair. The idea 
of quitting the family, the. manſion. in. 
which ſhe had been brought up, and go- 
ing to! a foreign country, were calculated: 
to excite her ſenſibility. She wept much: 
but Lauſan's tender aſſiduities, with the 
ſoothing conſolation offered by the gentle 
Elwina, reſtored, ber to, tolerable compo- 
ſute before ſne depatted. Mis Mel 


combe took her aſide after the ceremony. 
and, 


F 
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and, I ſuppoſe, repreſented, that the in- 
dulgence of, immoderate grief, on the 
preſent occaſion, might hurt the delicacy 
of the Count de Lauſan, and at the ſame 
time greatly augment Lady Moubray's 
diſtreſs, (who was ſo affected at parting 
with her favourite niece, whom ſhe loved 
as a child, that ſhe; was unable to take 
leave of her.) Whatever were her repre- 
ſentations on the occaſion, they proved 
ſo effectual, that Clara returned with a 
much more cheerful countenance than 
the had departed: She is a; truly ami- 
abk-girl—you will, IL am lure, love her; 
Beaumont, ſoon as much for her own- 
ſake as yon vill at firſt for mine. Lam 
charged with innumerable felicitations on 
the-part of Lady, Moubray, to the Duke, 
Duchefs, and yourſelf: do me. the fa- 
vour to add mine to them, and believe 
me moſt fincere in my aſſurance of the 
fatisfaction it gives me, that che connec- 
tion of blood is added to ſtrengthen the 
we of friendſhip; As your letter was evi 
of * | dently 
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dently written under the influence of a 
diſcompoſed mind, T won't be very an- 
gry with your animadverſion on my mo- 
ther's condut—indeed, your ingenious 
way of pointing out her errors, by ſigni- 
fying, what you will not call her, induced 
a ſenfation quite incompatible with re- 
ſentment. I cannot juſtify her, and I 
every day become more ſenſible to the 
ſevere trial ſhe expoſes me to; but I can- 
not bear to blame her, tlie leſs, as it is her 
confidence in me that probably occaſions 
her conduct. She yeſterday expoſed me 
to a trial, which it required all my forti- 
tude to ſurmount. Obſerving Miſs Me- 
combe appeared dejected, though the 
made ſeveral efforts to rally her ſpirits, in 
confideration of Lady Moubray, ſhe pro- 
poſed her walking, and requeſted me-to. 
attend. Elwina objected to leaving 
her alone, but her Ladyſhip ſaid ſhe had 
letters to write, and as the air would be 
be begged her to go. I ventured 

ae S arm; ſhe ſrankly accepted it, 
4 (perhaps 
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(perhaps you will trace all my. ideas at 
that monient) and began immediately to 
ſpeak of Clara, whom ſhe loves tenderly. 
She expatiated on her virtues - expreſſed 
withes for her happineſs, and adverting 
to the ſenſibility ſhe had evinced, the 
fubject led to conjugal and domeſtic feli- 
city. Ah, Beaumont ! every ſentiment 
F had'entertained on this important point 
found had its counterpart in the mind 
of the lovely Elwina. She drew a pic 
ture of ' domeſtic happineſs, ſo intereſt- 
ing !- deſcribed the ſatisfaction of diffu- 
ſing comforts- to all within our reach, 
with" ſo: much energy, and ſo: fweetly 
marked the genuine and permanent feli- 
city.of a life devoted to the diſcharge of 
our duty, as convinced me the original 
of che picture my imagination had often 
dwelt on, as the companion wWwho alone 
could make me happy, was found, as 
Clara. prophoſied, in Elina Melcombe..: 
Encaptured- at hearing ſack ſentiments, 


Sam. one whole charms were calculated. 
| a; 
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to obtain the aumiration of the univerſe ; 
to find ſo lovely a creature prefer the calm 
pleaſures of domeſtic life, and the per- 
formance of her duties, to the faſcinat- 
ing pleaſures of the world, I, for an 
inſtant, forgot the bar to my wiſhes, and 
was on the point of giving vent to the 
emotions of my heart, of devoting myſelf 
to her for life. I had ſcarcely conquer- 
ed the emotions that ſo powerfully agi- 
tated me, when ſhe reſumed the diſcourſe 
by ſaying, ſhe- had frequently thought 
thoſe, beautiful lines of Cowper's, on 
friendſhip, in his poem of Converſation, 
were equally adapted to the communica- 
tion of um tn, 5 he can. 
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Daily derive increaſing light and force 
From ſuch communion, in their pleaſant courſe ; 
j F eel leſs the journey's roughneſs, and its length; 
Meet their oppoſers with redoubl'd ſtrength, 
And one in heart, in int'reſt, and deſign, 
1 eee eee race divine. 7 


She recited theſe ne in an accent 00 
ſweet, and the ſentiments were ſo perfect- 
ly analogous to my ideas on the ſubject, 
that my very ſoul hung on her lips; ſo 
ſtrong, indeed, were my ſenſations, that 
they precluded utterance. It was, how- 
ever, unneceſſary I believe to mark 
my approbation by words, ſhe muſt 
have perceived the impreſſion her con- 
verſation made. When 1 had recovered 
ſome command of my feelings, I expreſ- 
ſed my ſurprize and admiration, that one 
_ who. poſſeſſed ſo many of thoſe advan- 
tages the world looks to with admiration, 
ſhould not wiſh for a ſituation that would 
place thoſe advantages. in a conſpicuous 
point of view, and obtain the admira- 
tion ſo univerſally ſought. She obſer- 


ved, 
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ved, that allowing ſhe might obtain that, 
the opinions ſhe had formed influenced 
her to, conceive. the pleaſures of vanity 
were ſo blended with mortifications, and 
ſo productive of uneaſineſs, that the 
thought the pain they occaſioned ſeemed 
greatly to over-balance the gratification; 
and that the extreme peeviſhneſs ſhe had 
retnarked in thoſe old ladies, who, ha- 
ving ſought their ſole happineſs in admi- 
ration when they were young, were left 
now comfortleſs, and made every body 
feel their diſcontent, had taught her to 
ſeek felicity from ſources more perma- 
nent, than the tranſient gratification of 
admiration. You will recollect, Sir 
Henry, the different conduct of thoſe 
two ladies, who viſited Lady Moubray 
laſt week; how cheerful, how pleaſant, 
was Mrs. Hawkeſby. Univerſally re- 
ſpected, her ſociety is ſought after by the 
young and the old; ſhe is the delight of 
every party ſhe comes into; whereas 
Mrs. Deacon is as univerſally ſhunned. 
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The reaſon is obvious. The former has, 


though a very pretty woman in her youth, 


ſought to cultivate eſteem, attended to 
the claims of duty and propriety, in 
every ſtage of life, and made it her ſtudy 
to contribute to the happineſs of others. 
Mrs. Deacon, on the contrary, ſeeking 


Mer gratification pnly in the homage paid 


to her beauty, delighted'to obſerve, that 
her approbation gave the tone to every 
ſubject, and, indifferent to the ſenti- 
ments or feelings of others, found, as 


advancing years robbed her of the pro- 


perties which alone had procured atten- 
tion, nothing to reſt on for happineſs ; 
hence her temper is ſoureddiſcontent 
pervades every cireumſtance that attends 
her, ſne has no comfort at home, and is 
indebted to mere politeneſs for her recep- 
tion elſewhere. Lady Moubray gave 
me theſe particulars ; they ſtrengthened 
my own opinions, and T hope to profit 
by the impreſſion they made on my mind 


as long as I live; for it is my wiſh, and 


endea- 
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endeavour to form my conduct by thoſe 
examples my reaſon teaches me are right; 
to let the influence of the leſſons I draw, 
either from the obſervation of others, or 
my own, be exemplified in my conduct.“ 
And ſo they are, lovelieſt of women! 
thought I; for never did I meet a being 
ſo amiable, fo conſiſtent, ſo good. How: 
ardently did I wiſh to give utterance to 
the emotions with which my heart. glow- 
ed to expreſs my admiration as emphati- 
cally as it was felt; but duty forbade, 
and I contemplated, in ſilent adoration, 
this maſter - piece of the creation. When 
we returned, Lady Moubray inquired if 
we had had a pleaſant walk. I marked 
my affirmati ve with ſo much energy, un- 
conſciouſly, that her Ladyſhip ſmiled, 
and ſaid, ſhe would adviſe me to repeat 
it, if Miſs Melcombe had no obje&ion/ 
I bowed ;. and I fear, though I know my 
danger, I ſhall not have fortitude to-refalt; 
theſe. delightful communings; however, 
I am determined to return with Lauſan 

Vol. 1, K to 
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to France. Wiſhing to dwell on a 
theme which recalled the ſentiments of 
the ſweet Elwina to my remembrance, I 
introduced the ſubject of our neighbour, 
Mrs. Deacon, and aſked ſome queſtions 
about her. My mother, in conſequence, 
related an anecdote of her, which may, 
perhaps, divert you as much as it did me. 
I-will firſt give you a little ſketch of her 
hiſtory. She was the daughter of a gen- 
tleman, who had made a conſiderable 
fortune in a profeſſional line, and retired 
to this neighbourhood. Soon after his 
ſettlement, the wife of a dignified cler- 
gyman in the neighbourhood died: her 
huſband was inconſolable; for ſhe was a 
truly amiable woman—remarkable for 
her charity to the poor. Miſs Fanny 
Tilfon, who had ambition as well as 
vanity, marked the prelate as an object 
worthy of her attention, and, in ſpite of 
the obſtacle his attachment to the me- 
mory of his wife preſented, reſolved to 
attempt the conqueſt of his heart. In 

| order 
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order to this, ſhe called in to the aid of 
her perſonal attractions the adoption of 
every ſentiment, and the whole ſyſtem of 
conduct ſhe had heard his lady celebrated 
for. The plan ſucceeded ; for, in the 
courſe of ſome months, ſhe became the 
wife of the inconſolable biſhop. But, 
alas! happineſs is not a certain con- 
ſequence of the attainment of our 
wiſhes. Mrs. Deacon obtained a ſplen- 
did fituation, and every thing her heart 
had ſighed for ; but content was not her's. 
The general admiration ſhe had been 
accuſtomed to, ſhe was obliged ina great 
meaſure to give up, and ſhe was fo un- 
fortunate as to viſit in houſes more elegant 
than her own; to aſſociate with choſe 
who took place of her. Theſe circum- 
ſtances poiſoned all her happineſs ; ſhe. 
grew peeviſh, and wretched, as her years 
advanced, the laſt prop of comfort, occa- 
ſional admiration, failed her; ſhe now 


remains the identified re preſentation of 


diſcontent. The promiſed anecdote will 
K 2 | illuſ- 
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trate her character. Ever diſſatisfied with 
what ſhe meets at home, it is her con- 
ſtant cuſtom to lament; that ſhe can ne- 
ver have things like other people, at the 
ſame time that nobody has leſs cauſe to 
complain. Engaged to dine at a neigh- 
bouring gentleman's houſe one day, the 


maſter of it came, (unknown to her) in 


the morning, to beg my Lord Biſhop to 
lend him ſome pines, as his gardener had 
Juſt informed him he had none fit to cut. 


The Biſhop inſtantly ordered ſome, and 


ir was agreed the gentlemen ſhould re- 


turn together. After dinner Mrs. Dea- 


con began to praiſe the delicious flavour 
of the pines, and, turning to the Biſhop, 
added, it is very extr aordinary, my 
Lord, that, though you are at ſo great 
an expence in your hot-houſe, we never 
cam get ſuch fruit as this. You will judge, 
my dear Beaumont, that this was caleu- 
lated to make even a biſhop ſmile ; how 
ever, to ſpare the Jady's bluſhes, the de- 


refine af her error was > nas but 
the 
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the joke was ſoon circulated in the 
neighbourhood, and as you will con- 
ceive, greatly enjoyed by every body. 
As I am in a ſcribbling mood, I will 
indulge a few reflections ; I am ſure I 
need make no apology to you on the 
occaſion. To thoſe, who form their 
eſtimate of happineſs from external ad- - 
vantages, and. connect inſeparably the 
ideas of ſplendour and luxury with fe- 
licity, I wiſh I could introduce the two 
ladies I have had occaſion to ſpeak of. 
I have exhibited the one poſſeſſing every 
advantage wealth can beſtow, without 
one enjoyment; I would point out the 
other as a proof how attainable happi- 
neſs is without the aid of fortune. To 
exemplify this, I will give you the out- 
line of her hiſtory, Beaumont : ſhe was 
the wife alſo of a dignified clergyman; 
beloved and reſpected ;, he was honoured 
in his public character, and venerated 
in domeſtic life; a happier pair, I am 
told never exiſted: the nuptial band 
| K 3 Was 
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was united by, the ties of good ſenſe, 
amiable conduct, and rational affection. 
He died; his widow felt all the ſorrow 
incident to ſuch a loſs, but the ſuſtained 
it as a, Chriſtian: in addition to this 
heart · felt calamity, the loſs of fortune 
was ta be borne; her huſband's. income 
aroſe from church-preferment, conſe- 
quently was alienated at his death. In- 
ſtead of ſinking under theſe accumulated 
inflictions, this noble- minded woman 
fought the remedies calculated to dimi- 
niſh them. In piety ſhe found the balm 
for a wounded mind, it enabled her to 
bear the ſevereſt ſorrow, and her friends 
aſſiſted in the proſecution of a plan that 
adminiſtered relief to her pecuniary diſ- 
treſs. She has taken the daughters of 
ſome reſpectable families, chiefly or- 
phans, to board; this produces a gen- 
teel maintenance, though far different 
from her former ſtile of life. But accom- 
modatiug her feelings to her circum- 


ances, no murmur ever paſſed her lips, 
no 
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no diſcontent ever clouds her brow, ſhe 
has ſerved her God in ſpirit and in truth; 
and he has rewarded her with his beſt 
gift, a contented mind. I cannot help 
wiſhing, in the ſpirit of philanthropy, 
my dear friend, that my young fernale 
acquaintance here would, like' my El- 
wina, draw ſuch inferences from the con- 
templation of theſe characters, as would 
influence them to adopt the conduct 
calculated to render them reſpectable and 
bappy at every period of their lives. 
Adieu, dear Beaumont, let en 
you ſoon. Be aſſured I am ever | 


0 Faithfully yours 
|  Heaxzy Movzar. 
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The Marquis dE BEAUMONT t0 Sir HENRY 
_ _ MovBrar. | 


Paris. 


Tae ſpirit of vexation 1s ſo ſtrong 
upon- me, dear Moubray, at this mo- 
ment, that it will be well if you do not 
feel ſome of its effects. Judge if I have 
not cauſe ſufficient ; you are now com- 
petent to decide, for the kindred ſenti- 
ment in your boſom will empower you 
to conceive my feelings on the point in 


queſtion. Unable longer to exiſt with- 
out ſeeing my Victoria, I was preparing 
to depart for Villars-Coteret, when a 


curſed order came for me to join my 
regiment, on account of the war which 
is expected to commence with the Spa- 
niards ; if it does take place, I will make 
thoſe fellows feel the effect of my ven- 
geance. I wiſh I had not choſe the pro- 
feſſion, it is no better than ſplendid ſer- 


vitude, to be always at the command of 
others; 


is BW 


others; when one wants to go to the eaſt 
to be driven to the weſt. You are a 
happy fellow, Moubray, ſubje& to no 
controul, ever preſent with your lovely 
miſtreſs. I would tell yon how much 
I admire her, but I am not in a humour 
to praiſe any thing, and ſhe, I am con- 
ſcious, merits more than I can fay, 
even if I were in a diſpoſition favourable 
to panegyric. Were I in your ſituation, 
Moubray, I ſhould not ſcruple to marry 
her; you are convinced ſhe will make 
you happy, it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
not like you, and you will ennoble the 
woman you - marry: - Lady Moubray 
may pout at firſt, but who has to 
blame? and if her aim is your happineſs 
ſhe will! ſoon be reconciled. But I have 
obſerved, Moubray, your old folks in 
general, pretend to have their children's 
happineſs in view, when, in fact, it is 
only their own propenſities they favour. 
Vour avaricious parents, for inſtance, 
affect to ſay it is the advantage of their 
K 5 chil- 


202 J 


children that induces them to hoard and 
deny. comfort to themſelyes.ang all with- 
in their reach; whereas they would. be 
equally penurious, had they no poſterity 
to provide for; this the tenor of their 
conduct plainly proves. Your ambitious 
fathers and mothers claim the merit of 
ſtudying their children's welfare in ſeck- 
ing. ſplendid alliances, whereas, it is 
merely to gratify their own darling paſ+ 
ſion: rare, indeed, are the proofs of 
people conſulting the real happineſs. of 
thoſe they pretend to love; becauſe they 
like turtle, they will cram-it down our 
throats. Were I as independent. as you 
I would marry my. beloved Victoria im- 
mediately, if ſhe would conſent. You 
will, perhaps, think I run the riſk. of bo- 
traying my ſentiments by going to Vil- 
Jars-Coteret ſo ſoon ; but the matter was 
ſo managed, as to prevent its coming, to 
the knowledge of any body. I ſhould 
have told the Duke I was going on a 

ſhooting party, and Victoria has a friend 
6 whoſe 
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whoſe houſe is at her diſpoſal; there 1 
could have had opportunities unobſerved, 
of breathing out my vows at the feet 
of my divinity.. What happy moments 
ſhould I have known! the. diſappoint- 
ment is intolerable ; I muſt: ſee her. It 
has juſt occurred to me, that I may 
plead the chance of my never ſeeing. 
them more, as an excuſe for going to 
viſit Madame de St. Clair; and ſo I 
will, it is but riſking the being put under 
arreſt, and that is a trifle. when balanced 
againſt the gratification of ſeeing Victo- 
ria; fo I am determined. I. ſuppoſe 
Lauſan will be called home; for, unleſs 
ſome conceſſions are made on the part 
of the Dons, it is expected war will be 
declared in leſs than a fortnight. I hope 
this circumſtance will not prevent your 
coming over, I ſhall be mortified by not 
having much of your company, but I am 
ſure your ſociety will give infinite ſatis- 
faction to your friends here; and it will 
be kindneſs to accompany and conſole 
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the mourning . bride, as Madame de 
Lauſan will be, ſhould her huſband be 
ordered to his regiment ſo ſoon. This 
deviliſh diſappointment ſo completely 
poſſeſſes my mind, that I cannot long 
think on any other ſubject. I forgot at- 
moſt to return congratulations on the 
happy event that connects our families, 
or to thank you for your laſt epiſtle, 
though it gave me ſuch peculiar ſatis- 
faction in the peruſal. If you will ad- 
mit the axiom, that love is an excuſe for 
every thing, you will readily pardon my 
omiſſions. Adieu, dear Moubray, con- 
tinue to addreſs your letters to Paris, as 
my route, at leaſt the length of my re- 
ſidence in any place, is uncertain, and 
they will always be forwarded with the 
moſt expedition if directed there. Ex- 
cuſe this ill humoured manuſcript, and 
believe me, in all humours, ̃ 
Sincerely your friend, 


CHARLES DE BEAUMONT. 


Sir 


. 
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Sir \'Hexzy een the Marg 
| - DE BEAUMON Tr. * WISE 
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1 CAN n perſuade myſelf, my 
dear Marquis, that the letter I read a 
few days ago with your ſignature, was, 
in reality, of your writing. ls it poſſible 
that a diſappointment, though in a ten- 
der point I grant, can have ſo totally 
overborne every degree of fortitude, as 
to render you ſo unreaſonable, as I am 
ſorry to ſay you are. I cannot wonder 
that you forget what is due to your 
friends, when you no longer recollect 
what you owe to yourſelf, You lament 
your being engaged in a profeſſion that 
ſubjects you to the will of others; and 
though your own choice, though you 
ſee thoſe of higher rank, who were older 
than yourſelf too, ſubmitting to it; the 
firſt obſtacle it oppoſes to your wiſhes, 
you wiſh to relinquiſh it. Oh Beau- 
1 | mont ! 


| 
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mont ! is this acting like one of the he- 
roes you formerly ſo warmly praiſed? 
Reflect that thoſe who are not engaged 
in profeſſions which ſubje&t them to 
others, are bound by ties to ſociety that 


equally demand the facrifice of their 


inclinations. You envy my indepen- 


_ dence; but, believe me, I find the duty 


I owe: my excellent mother, as powerful 
an. obſtacle to my wiſhes, as any other 
bar could prove. People are ſometimes. 
apt, I obſerve, to ſuppoſe they ſhould 
act differently from what they uſually 


would, if placed'in the ſituation of others, 
only their attaining that fituation can 
undeceive them. You believe, that in 
-my circumſtances, you ſhould. marry 
the lovely object of your affect ion, and 
employ ſpecious arguments to juſtify it. 
You think you ſhould be happy. I am 
convinced, my dear Beaumont, this idea 
was the fruit of a tranſient fit · of vexa- 


tion; you are incapable of returning tie 
unremitted attentions of a parent; .evin- 
ced 
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ced from infancy to maturity in the ten- 
dereſt care; the moſt aſſiduous efforts to 
promote your happineſs, by oppoſing 
her in the point which is of moſt conſe- 
quence to her's. I grant the juſtneſs of 
your obſervation in reſpect to many pa- 
rents, but you muſt allow, that in ma- 
king us feed on turtle, as you ludicrouſly 
ſtile it, becauſe they like it themſelves, 
they mean to. act kindly. Conſider, my 
dear Beaumont, if young. people were 
allowed to follow the impulſe of their 
own fancy, what would be the conſes 
quence ? at an age in which they know 
not what would conſtitute their happi- 
neſs; if you would judge by a fair cri 
terion, inquire among us, of thoſe who 
have | braved parental authority, and 
gratified. a tranſient impulſe by taking 
a trip to Scotland ; it is well known that 
there is not above one in an hundred of 
thoſe pairs, who do not bitterly repent 
it; who are not truly wretched. You 
think my happineſs would be ſecured 


by 
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by an union with the lovely Elwina ; 
no, Beaumont though ſhe poſſeſſes 
every lovely attribute, every amiable 
property, that ever adorned. human na- 
ture; though our taſtes and ſentiments 
are perfectly congenial, though I love 
her with the moſt ardent affection, and 
eſteem, even more than I love her, yet 
do I not believe happineſs would be 
mine, if I was united to her againſt the 
wiſhes of my mother: never, never, 
can a heart ſenſible to the claims of rec- 
titude, know peace while infringing any 


of its laws. Nor would Miſs Melcombe, 


1 am convinced, hear me on ſuch a ſub- 
ject, even though ſhe might, as your par- 
riality influences you to ſuppoſe, ap- 
prove me as a lover; ſhe would ſoon 


loſe her power over me, were I to believe 
her capable of it; for if on examination of 


my own heart, (an inveſtigation I often 


make, for I conſider it a duty) I found 
it corrupted rather than improved, by 


the influence of my miſtreſs; T Would 
ſuſ- 
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ſuſpect her of being unworthy my affec- 
tion, and would, therefore, exert my 

fortitude to conquer it. 7 
Were I leſs your friend, Beaumont, 
or were my principles leſs fixed, I might 
heſitate to ſpeak ſo freely as I mean to do 
on a delicate ſubject; but, feeling as I 
do, I hold it incumbent on me to be ſin- 
cere. I own to you 1 was ſurprized 
and concerned to find, that Mademoiſelle 
de St. Claire ſhould conſent to private 
aſſignations with you, which violate what 
ſhe owes herſelf and her family. I was 
much hurt, too, to obſerve you ſpeak ſo 
lightly of a diſgrace that you invite, that 
vill put you on a level with the diſſolute 
and the cowardly, who will know the real 
cauſe? you cannot avow it; liable to be 
judged by each according to the-impulſe 
of their minds, the worthy will pity 
you: can you brook pity, Beaumont? 
and the unworthy will afcribe to you the 
motives which would have actuated them. 
Your ſubalterns, pleading your example, 
wHl 
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= will think themſelves juſtified in incur- 

| ring che puniſhment you have brought on 
yourſelf, If this comes not too late, let 
me entreat you, dear Beaumont, to poſt- 
pone your journey. Think of your 
fame, of the eſteem of good minds re- 
flect how ill you could bear to have the 
finger of ſcorn pointed at you, and to 
bear through life the reproach of your 
own heart, as well as chat of others. But, 
1 truſt, any farther repreſentation will be 
ſuperfluous ; you will, after the firſt im- 
pulſe of paſſion, recollect the claims of 
duty, and, Lam convinced, acknowledge 
them as you ought. Lauſan is recalled; 
he ſets out in a few days. I meant to 
have accompanied bim to France. I 
wiſhed to conſole Clara, who will feel 

this ſtroke acutely; I ſignified my inten- 
tion to my mother, but ſhe was ſo ex- 
tremely hurt at the idea, that I was ob- 
liged to give up the plan. She repre- 
ſented' the pain ſhe had recently ſuffered 


from my long abſence, which, however, 
7 ſhe 
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ſhe hat borne patiently, becauſe it was 
to promote my advantage; but; now no 
ſuch eireumſtance claimed ſo great a ſa- 
crifice from her, ſhe thought her comfort 
ought to be more an obje& with me than 
thar of any other perſons, and as it eatirely 
reſted on my-ſociety, to deprive her of it 
unneceſſarily would be an unkindneſs, 
ſhe thought, ſhe had not merited. 
Penetrated by reproaches which had 
heir ſource in genuine affection, and not 
empowered to give the moſt powerful rea- 
ſon that influenced my intention to abſent 
myſelf, I felt obliged to yield the point, 
and promiſed to remain in England, but 
ſnall go up to town to-morrow to take 
leave of LBauſan and poor Clara. A little 
circumſtance engaged my attention du- 
ring the above converſation between 
Lady Moubray and myſelf, from which, 
lover-like, I have drawn an inference 
very ſoothing. to my heart. When 1 
mentioned my deſign of going to France, 
Miſs Melcombe ſtarted, and caſt a look 

in 
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in which I thought 1 traced much anxiety, 
at my mother, meeting her Ladyſhip's 
eye, the countenance of the lovely El- 
wina was tinged with a bluſh of the 
deepeſt dye. Whether ſhe obſerved my 
notice, or Whatever was the cauſe, I can- 
not determine; hut her confuſion in- 
creaſed ſo much, that ſhe at length aroſe 
and quitted the room. Lady Moubray 
took no notice; I, of courſe, did not, 
though greatly agitated and perplexed 

what to think. On her return, 1 thought 


her eyes bore the veſtiges of tears, though 


her countenance was ſerene. Lady Mou- 
bray ſaid to her, with a ſmile, I wguld 
have aſked you, my dear Miſs Mel 


Combe, to employ; your influence in pre- 


vailing on Sir Henty to give up his plan 
of going abroad, but I have ſucceeded 
without the aid of {uch an auxiliary. My 
ſon has yielded to my falicitations—never 
indeed, ſhe kindly added, did he oppoſe 
the wiſn of his mother; had he, for the 
firſt time, been refractory, I ſhould have 
5 depended 
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depended on your perſuaſive powers, 
dear Elwina. My mother ſpoke this with 
a ten derneſs in her voice and manner that 
affected me much—I looked at Miſs 
Melcombe! She replied, * Your Lady- 
* ſhip 4 is too partial in your opinion of 
e my powers —I eſtimate a more 
% humbly and more juſtly :* —a ſigh ſhe 
attempted to ſuppreſs interrupted her— 
ſhe ſtopped. Were any body but 
„ yourſelf ta ſay that, ſweet Elwina, re- 
turned Lady Moubray, „I ſhould ſadly 
* quarrel with them. Truſt me, my 
«© love, no heart you could deſire to have 
os any influence over, would be inſenſible 
to your powers.“ Little did her Lady- 7 
ſhip think of the particular application I 
made of this general obſervation : how 
did I wiſh to mark my coincidence in a 
point ſo ſtrongly felt! my looks how- 
ever, I believe, gave ſome indication of 
my ſentiments; for Lady Moubray re- 
earded me fo intenſely, that, apprehen- 
ding a diſcovery, I made an excuſe to 

fetch 


. 
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fetch a book, and quitted the apartment. 
It is ſo natural for lovers to extract hope 
from every circumſtance that appears to 
favour them, that you will make allow- 
ance for me I know, my dear Beaumont, 
if I have miſconſtrued this little incident 
to accommodate it to my wiſhes. Alas 
my wiſhes—fruitleſs wiſhes ! but I will 
not indulge my melancholy reflections. 
Adieu, dear Beaumont, I ſhall not ſend 
this by Lauſan, though he goes ſo ſoon, 
as I am in hopes you will receive it even 
| ſooner by the poſt. I am anxious for 
your ſpeedy peruſal of it, as I flatter my- 
ſelf it will lead you to reflections that 
may influence you to adopt a mode of 

conduct, worthy the a A de — 
mont. Believe me, | vt 
Faithfully your's, | 
HENRY MouRA v. 
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The Marquis DE BEAUMONT to Sir Hzuxv 
Movnray. 
Yo UR letter, dear Chevalier, was 
forwarded to me here, ſo you will per- 
ceive yon give me credit for more pru- 
dence than I have a claim to. But ſurely 
your melancholy climate (as the gay Prince 
de Ligne ſtiles it) has ſhed its gloomy in- 
fluence over you, and made you fitter for 
our cloiſters than the world: you were 
grave with us but, pardon me, you are 
now almoſt moroſe. Why my confeſſor 
could not have read me a lecture more 
moral and ſententious. You treat the 
gay ſallies of youth as if they were the 
moſt heinous offences; and repreſent my 
being ſhut up for a few days as ſeriouſly 
as if I were to deſert my poſt in the time 
of action. To prove your miſtake, in 
reſpect to its being an impeachment of 
that heroiſm you know I ſo much ad- 
| | | mire, 
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mire, to abſcond, for a ſhort time, from 
the ſtandard of Mars to the altar of 
Beauty, I can quote the example of the 
greateſt hero this kingdom, or, I think, 

any other, ever produced: remember 
our great Henri Quatre, who left the camp 
diſguiſed, and paſſed the enemies quarters 
to viſit his fair Gabrielle. Own, therefore, 
that J am juſtified in playing truant a few 
days to behold a nymph fairer than all 
the Gabrielle's, Helen's, or Cleopatra's, | 


that ever heroes expoſed themſelves for. —T 


give you leave to apply the ſenſe that 
pleaſes you to the expreſſion of—expoſed, 
provided you allow me to indulge my 
opinion on the matter. I own 1 ſhould 
Not reliſh' the conſequences you depict; 


the Duke and Ducheſs would approve 


them ſtill lefs, for they are extremely 
tender on the point ef family honour, 
which has been unblemiſhed through 
ages by the ſmalleſt ſtain; they would, 1 
know, agree with you, in thinking it a 
heinous offence, were I to be put under 

arreſt 
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arreſt for my excurſion, but hope to rome 
off without detection. Though I muſt 
think your zeal carries you rather too far, 
Moubray, yet, as it appears to be the 
reſult of friendſhip, I take in good part all 
that relates to myſelf; but your ideas 
reſpecting my divine Victoria, I cannot 
brook. Making no allowance for the 
different cuſtoms of different kingdoms, 
you pronounce a fevere ſentence on an 
act, becauſe it differs from what you are 
accuſtomed to. Your women, I am 
told, would think it a great indecorum to 
Aut a gentleman to their toilets; and 
that the very idea of dpprodching their 
chamber, would make them die with 
confuſion, Engliſh women are all prudes, 
I hear; and becauſe you have taken your 
leſſon at the ſchool of one of them, you 
reprobate All that the diſapptoves. © Your 
goddels is, 1 doubt not, as charming as. 
you repreſent her; but be not ſuch a 

got, dear Moubray, as to expect all 
Ane ſubſcribe 1b ber dodines, 
Vor. I. L You 
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You have taken the privilege of friend- 
ſhip to animadyert freely reſpecting my 
miltreſs: you will, of courſe, allow me 
the fame, freedom. I think it right to 
| repreſent to you, that I fear Miſs Mel- 
combe is actuated by ſiniſter views in re- 
ſpe&.to. you; there appeared to me a 
degree of deſign in her apparent confu- 
ſion, on your. ſpeaking of .quitting Eng- 
land, and in the whole of what you 
relate reſpecting that circumſtance, which 
ſtrikes me much. It would be ſo fine an 
eſtabliſhment for a friendleſs girl, without 
a farthing, that one could hardly blame 
her for employing a little art to accom- 
<3 pliſh.. ſo, material a point. A little vexa- 
| tion, at finding ber deſign not anſwer as 
the expected from your mention of quit- 
ting her. might draw thoſe cryſtal drops 
you traced the marks of -from her eyes. 
Beware, dear Moubray, 1 think you are 
in great danger. I fear. your heart too 
readil y ſeconded Lady Moubray's ſoli- 
don to remain at Moubray Caltle. 

Hey 


LE 
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How the ſentimental Julia would affect 
to admire your Elwina—l » with they may 
not prove too much alike, That young 
hypocrite aſſumes the air of charity, and 
beſtows her pin- money on the poor, to 
purchaſe a good name. I am more con- 
vinced of her hypocriſy every day. I was 
fo fortunate as to procure a commiſſion 
for young St. Clair, which I went to ſo- 
licit as ſoon as I had diſpatched my letter 
to you, for I thought it would be a paſſ- 
port to Madame de St. Clair: in fact, 
the old Lady received me in a manner, 
that proved how highly I was in favour 
with her. Victoria being prepared, was 
ſo compoſed. in her reception of me, that 
nobody could have ſuſpected her of en- 
_tertaining any partiality for me ; but that 
artful baggage, Julia, fo over-afted her 
Part, that had not Madame been too 
much engaged i in aſſuring me of her hap- 
; pineſß ſeeing, me, to attend to .any 
thing 05 the muſt have obſeryed her 
' daughter's agitation. | She affected to 
; 3 tremble, | 
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tremble, and actually forced the tears 
into Her. eyes: whether ſhe knows how 
| .peculiarly lovely. ſhe appears when . ſhe 

aſſumes this garb of ſenfibility—for, 1 
dare ſay, ſhe practiſes all her airs in the 
glaſs—or whether ſhe obſerved how ſuc- 
. ceſsfully it was practiſed before on me, I 

cannot decide; but it is evident ſhe is 

ſenſible to her forte, and is conſcious 
that feminine ſtrength lies in its weakneſs, 
as it: gratifies our vanity. in ſuperiority, J 
believe but, faith, ſhe practiſed on my 
- fooliſh heart ſo well, that I beheld her 
with delight, till Victoria, giving her:a 
ſignificant glance, a bluſh of guilt over- 
ſpread her countenance; ſhe muſt feel 
that her ſiſter knew her Arts, and was not 
ſo loſt to ſhame, but that the detection 
of a new trick muſt. excite a ſuffuſion. 
This occurred to me as the cauſe of her 
babes and her influence. that moment 
was loſt. I have, however, oppoſed art 
to art, and perſuaded her that I came 
Bede or the purpoſe of. ſeeing her; and ic 
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to ſtrengthen the proof of my regard, 
told her the riſk 1 run. She, pretends to 
be frightened extremely—read r me a lec- 
ture, the counterpart of your's, but a 
little ſoftened, and urges my departure 
in the ſtrongeſt terms. The cauſe of. 
this is, I find, D'Aubigné's being in the 
neighbourhood ; ſhe fears he ſhould hear 
of our attachment, and my preſence is a 
reſtraint on her, as ſhe dare not go to 
meet him now. This I learned from my 
ſweet Victoria at our private conferences; 
theſe are ſo well contrived by my inge- 
nious miſtreſs, that we eſcape the poſſi- 
bility of detection. I ſha'n't tell you 
how, or I ſhould have another lecture, 
which Jam in no humour to bear. A 
muſt tear myſelf away. to-morrow—l take 
Louis de St. Clair with me; he is a fine 
ſpirited lad, of about eighteen. I ſhould 
like him better, were he not more par- 
tial to J ulia than Victoria z but young 
lads like him, of an ingenuous nature, 
are ſo eaſily duped. Adieu, dear Mou- 

L 3 bray; 
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beg way more ſparing of your ſevere 
trictures, and you will find me, as ever, 


Your ſincere friend, 
CHARLES DE BEAUMONT. 


; - . 
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JuLia DE ST. CLAIR fo the Marquis 
DE BEAUMONT. 


EY: Villars-Coteret. 


Ox: an decafion like the preſent, I feel 
. myſelf juſtified in deviating ' from the 
rules I preſcribed to you and myſelf, Sir. 
F have learnt, with heartfelt grief, that 
your ſtay at this place has ſubjected you 
to a ſevere: reprimand from your com- 
manding officer. As you have taught 
me that your affection for me influenced 
you to riſł this, I conſider it a duty to 
enforce my ſentiments on the occaſion. I 
have owned the intereſt your merits, cre- 
ated in my heart; I have conſented to 
unite our deſtiny, if ever it ſhould be in 
our 
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our power, without infringing our dutyz 
hence I ſcruple not to ſpeak of my affec- 
tion. Acknowledging it, points out the 
ſatisfaction your ſociety gives me—l 
have never known a happineſs: beyond 
it ; but, I hope, I ſhall ever be ready to 
make a ſacrifice of inclination when it 
oppoſes rectitude. I would rather give 
you up for ever, painful as the ſacrifice 
of all my hopes muſt be, than that you 
ſhould. ſuffer ignominy or reproach. on 
my account. Severe has been my. fuf· 
ferings, from the knowledge that I have 
brought diſgrace on you, though inno- 
cent as to the intention. It is my heart's 
moſt fervent wiſh, that my influence 
ſhould incite you to virtue, ſhould pro- 
mote your glory as well as your happi- 
neſs. Never can you ſo effectually re · 
commend yourſelf to your Julia, my 
Lord, as when you prove that ſhe has 
ſtrengthened your virtues, and:confirms 
ed your regard to rectitude. Let me 
been” you, if my happineſs is dear to 
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you, never fo. ritk, your fame for the 


rrankent gratification of ſceing me. My 
heart bleeds to think hat you muſt have 


felt, while enduring the reprimand in- 


curred by. your abſence. I know your 
high ſpirit; I honour the cauſe on Which 
it is grounded; in no caſe, but the pre+ 
ſent, would you have infringed what 
juſtifies i it. Think how much this aggra- 
vates my pain ! I needed not the intel- 
hgence, how acutely you were. ſenſible 
to this; 1 know your heart, your innate 
principles of bonour. It was ſome alle» 
viation, however, that the rebuke was 
given fo ſecretly, I ſhall ever honour 


© your commander, for his regard to your 


feelings, and thoſe of the Duke and 
Nuchefs ; they would have been deeply 
aſſected at any public mark of reproba · 
tion caſt on your conduct. Let me re · 
iterate my earneſt requeſt, chat you will 
never, for my ſake, expoſe your fame, or 
your feelings, to à wound! Lou will 
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intelligence that occaſions my writing. I 
knew you would, to ſpare my feelings, 
conceal from me the knowledge of any 
ill conſequence, which ſhould ariſe from 
your viſit here; I, therefore, charged 
him to inform me, and accuſtomed from, 
his infancy to communicate his eve 
thought to me, he would, without my 
injunction, I believe, have communicated 
a circumſtance, in which he takes ſo deep 
an intereſt : he is not ignorant of my ſen» 
timents towards you, and really already 
regards and honours you fo much on your 
own account, that he feels what has be- 
fallen you as ſenſibly as yourſelf. Do 
not be angry with the poor youth, my 
Lord, for he is fo ſenſible, that it will 
wound him deeply if he thinks he has of- 
fended his benefactor. Iwill notimpart my 
fears or dwell on my grief, incidentto your 
preſent ſituation ; the dangers you will 
encounter, or the perpetual riſks you will 
tun: Iwill not ſoften your heart or 
make you participate my feelings, when 
L 5 the 
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the fortitude of a ſoldier, not the tender- 
neſs of a lover, ſhould be awakened: but 
as the ſubject is now too full on my heart, 
to admit of my writing on any other, will 
conclude with the affurance that my ar- 
dent prayers are daily offered up for your 
preſervation from every danger, for your 
health, and every bleſſing Providence 
can beſtow. Be aſſured my affect ion will 
be your's as long as you defire and deſerve 
its continuance, and that, I have no doubt, 
will ever empower me to ſubſcribe my- 


= My: Lord, | 
\ Yours, | 
. Moſt fincerely, 


Ir DE sr. CAI. 
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Sir Hewzy Movikiy to the Morgue DE 
 » [BEAUTMONT: /> {1} 511 2: 

| Moubray Caſtle.- 

Your former letter ſurprized me 
greatly, Beaumont; but my aſtoniſhment 
was excited, beyond all deſcription, 'by 
your laſt. You think me altered, and call 
me ſevere; would you ſearch your own 
heart, and compare your preſent ſenti- 
ments with thoſe you were influenced by 
a few months ago, I am ſure you would 
be more juſt. Your ingenuity I give due 
credit to, in the inſtances you have ad- 
duced, as authority for-your error; but 
give me leave to obſerve, that it is not 
the way to become an hero, to copy the 
weakneſſes they have been guilty of, 
whom you quote. I really do think. 
your term of expoſure perfectly adapted 


to the conduct of Henry the Great, 


Mark Anthony, and thoſe Trojans and. 
Grecians 


2 
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Grecians who fought in the cauſe of the: 
faithleſs wife of Menelaus. I moſt ſin- 
eerely hope you vill on every account 
eſcape a diſcovery, for lightly as you 
treat the matter, I am convinced you 
would feel any diſgrace ſenſibly. Lou 


accuſe me of not making due allowance 


for the different cuſtoms of different coun- 
tries; your opinion on this ſubject was, not 
long ago, more favourable to me. You 
certainly miſtake; I think no harm of 
thoſe you have named, becauſe not adopt- 
ed here; but I know there is in every 
country a rule of conduct, a ſyſtem of 
rectitude, which is univerſally adopted 
by the reſpectahle members of ſociety. 


I ſhould. moſt, willingly, have admitted 


your right to employ the ſame freedom 
you confined . yourſelf to what is pre- 
ſcribed by friendſhip: and - propriety ; 


dot this you have not done, Marquis. 
Jour retort on me for what ſince- 
Ou wy * regard prompted, is 


tinctured 
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tinctured more with the ſpleen and bit- 
terneſs of a vindictive woman, chan the 
friendly admonitions of a man. I ſhall 
make no other reply to your animadver- 
fons and inſinuations reſpecting Miſs 
Melcombe, than to obſerve, that time, 
which is the teſt of truth, will make her 
character and eonduct clear; it is a teſt 
which from my ſoul I believe her's will 
bear. If ſhe proves what you ſuppoſe 
her, I ſhall deſpiſe her as heartily as you 
can. do. Tou may rely on it, Beaumont, 
that T ſhall be as ſparing of my ſtrictures 
as you wiſh, fince I find they produce 
only the effect of irritating you. I will 
only hazard one more obſervation, that 
we ſhould dread the danger of a wound 
when it will not bear the probe, and 
though we may fear the pain of examina- 
tion, ought from that fear to judge the 
neceſſity of it. Had not a ſecret ſenſe 
of my being right ſtruck you, however 
unuilling to acknowledge it, you would 
nok. ne borne my ſtrictures ſo impa- 

diendiy. 
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mity reaches them. She ſenſibly feels 
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tiently. Of this truth I wiſh you to be 
convinced; that though I may not have 
adopted the mode of advice calculated 
to convince or to pleaſe you, in my in- 
tention I was actuated by real kindneſs; 
for I am, what I ever have 1 11 
myſelf, 


Dear Marquis, 
Lour ſincere friend, 
HENRY Movzkav. 


P. S. You will probably have heard of 
the arrival of Lauſan ere you receive 
this. I accompanied him and Clara, 
with a fair friend whom ſhe has pre- | 
voailed onto attend her, part of the way 
to Dover: I hope the change of ſcene; 

and the neceſſity of exerting her ſpi- 
rits among ſtrangers, will engage Ma- 
dame de Lauſan to become more 
cheerful. She is naturally very lively; 
but I have obſerved that your lively 
people are moſt depreſſed when cala- 


the 
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the approaching ſeparation from her 
- worthy huſband, as chat ſeparation too 

s required by an occaſion that expoſes 
him to danger. I am convinced ſhe 
will meet every conſolation, kindneſs, 

or:ſympathy can beſtow „ from your ex- 
celleni parents. 


| 


Counteſs DE LAus Ax e Sir Henry 
MouzzAr. R & 

MW” F Paris... 
AT.THOUGH I have fo lately writ- 
ten to Moubray Caſtle, I again take up 
my pen to addreſs a few lines to one of its 
ever dear inhabitants. I might have 
been afraid to apply this term to you, 
though my couſin, Sir Henry, ſome months 
ago. Matrimony gives great licences. 
to us women. I cannot help wiſhing, 
though, for the honour of my ſex, which 
you know I have much at heart, that - 
young married women would not think 
themſelves. 
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themſelves entitled to ſuch freedom as 
they too often uſe ; it looks as if modeſty 
were only a garb which they had aſ- 
fumed for the fake of form, and which 
they were glad to throw off as a trou- 
bleſome reſtraint. But, as uſual, I am 
running wild from my fubje& $ you 
will, however, excuſe it; and, with your 
accuſtomed politeneſs, ſtile it one of my 
graceful wanderings. The occaſion of 
this peculiar addreſs to you, dear Sir 
Henry, is to thank you for your kind at- 

tention to me, in making a journey to 
ton for the purpoſe of bidding me adieu, 
and offering me all the conſolation, the 
ſympathy of a friend beſtows in the hour 
of grief. I felt your kindneſs moſt ſen- 
ſibly, and Laufan is more enraptured than 
ever with your character. He thinks you 
the moſt eſtimable of all the men he ever 
met. - My friend Adelaide Dormer, too, 
is charmed to fuch a degree, that when 
my Panegyric is to be made, her wude 
runs 
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runs as faſt as mine; and let me tell yo 
this s a great feather in your cap, for ſhe- 
has infinite penetration and judgement. 
Her good opinion muſt be deſerved to be 
won. But does not this appear as if I 
were making my own panegyric? I did 
not mean it, however. You will perceive 
that my ſpirits are a little more elevated 
than when I wrote to my revered aunt. 
This is partly owing to the effect of reaſon 
ing with myſelf, partly owingto the kind at» 
tentions of the Duke and Ducheſs de Beau- 
mont, with whom we ſtill remain, as our 
houſe is not yet ready and partly owing 
to Lauſan's not goiag ſo ſoon as he expect · 
ed. To the poor culprit who expected to 
be executed on the morrow, it is a matter 
of great joy to be reſpited only for a week. 
They forget in the moment that the time 
mult come. I am afraid Fought to place 
more of my cheerfulneſs to the fame ac- 
count that inſpires it in the above- men: 
tioned caſe, than to philoſophy. The 
houſe not being prepared, as we arrived 
ſo 
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ſo much ſooner than was expected, gives 
me à pretext I am extremely glad to 
make uſe. of, not to receive the world. 
When Lauſan goes, I may require 
to be drawn from my own. reflec- 
tions; therefore, perhaps; it may be uſe- 
ful, at preſent, an inundation of viſitors 
would be a ſad break up of our domeſtic 
and pleaſant evenings. This I mention 
as excuſing me from giving an account of 
gay folks, fine aſſemblies, &c. &c. but I 
believe I need not apologize to any body 
at Moubray Caſtle for omitting ſuch de- 
ſcriptions, ſuch frivolities enter not into 
the liſt of their entertainments. I ſaid I 
ſhould write only a few lines. I thought 
all I had to ſay could have been compriſed 
in à page; but I never could write a 
ſhort letter to a perſon L loved in my 
life. I am a chatter-box on paper, as 
well as vive voce. There is one ſubject, 
yet I muſt touch upon. I was too much, 
diſpirited when we. laſt. met to rally 


upon it, though I find Lauſan has; he 
made 
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made the diſcovery long ago. Now 
would I wager an hundred guineas that 
your heart palpitates, and that the name 
of Elwina Melcombe is preſented by 
conſcience to your imagination. Confels, 
dear Sir Henry, that you are ſenſible to 
the beauty and uncommon merits of that 
angelic woman. You may as well, for 
it 1s in vain to deny it. I, who from feel- 
ing the influence of the little miſchievous 
deity, was rendered clearſighted to the 
marks that diſtinguiſhed his 'vafſals, ſaw 
that you were among the number of his 
moſt zealous votaries, and it would be 
ſuch an impeachment- of your judgement 
and ſenſibility not to be affected by we 
an aſſemblage of all that is lovely, amia- 

ble, or good, as give pre- eminence to El- 
wina Melcombe, that IJ declare I ſhould 
almoſt hate you if you did not love her. 
I doubt not you will be ſurpriſed at my 
ſpeaking ſo openly on a point that you 
muſt know there are ſuch alnaſt inſurmount-· 


able obſtacles inthe way ofaccomplſhings 
the 
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| from particulars' ta generals to obſerve, 
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the more ſo, as they reſt on the difoblig: 
ing my aunt I will, therefore, give you 
my ſentiments: on the occaſion. Were 
me ſcircumſtance any other than it is, I 
ſhould hold myſelf extremely blameable 
and ungrateful to encourage an idea that 
rended to counteract my beloved aunt; 
but in ſuch an inſtance as the preſent, I 
hold myſelf juſtified. After having ſeen 
Elwina Melcombe, you will never, I am 
=> think of marrying any other wo · 
She is exactly what your heart re- 
pre in a wife; the moſt perfect conge- 
niality ſubſiſts between you. She is, in 
fat, what my friend Adelaide calls a 
kindrell fpirits. Now, where the charac- 


ters correſpond fo exactly, the chief ob- 


ject (of che little million that are requiſite 
to be conſulted in an union for life) is 
gained, if no obſtacle very momentous 
therefore ariſe, it s my opinion that 
an union which promiſes 10 fair for bap- : 
pineſs ſhould take Place. 1 muſt wander 


that 
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rhat I ſha'n't allow the parties to be judges 
in their own caſe. One obſtacle pre- 
ſents itſelf to oppoſe your happineſs, and, 
(forgive me good aunt) that has its foun- 
dation in prejudice ; where want of high 
birth on the womart's ſide is the only bar 
to rendering two amiable characters hap- 
Py, I think it ought to be jamped over. 
To encourage you a little, for I think you 
are inclined to deſpond on this ſubject. I 
will give you a crumb of hope to feed on. 
Being convinced, as I before obſerved, 
that you can never condeſcend to regard 
any other woman as a wife, after having 
ſeen Miſs Melcombe, I am diſpoſed to 
think Lady Moubray, rather than riſk 
the annihilation of the family name, will 
conſent in time to your marriage; and 
the more ſo, as you muſt-ſee how ex- 
-tremely attached ſhe is to her. Do not 
deſpair, therefore, my dear Couſin; fer 
e unleſs the ſhould not be ſenſible to jour 
merits, an impoſſibility 1 in my opinion, ot 
nome rival ſhould ſnap her vp, Ithink 


* 
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you will obtain her with Lady Moubray's 
conſent ſome time or other. Though 
the period may be diſtant, I dare ſay, if 
you could look with certainty to its arrival, 
you would {wear you could wait with the 
patience of a Socrates, and till that cer- 
tainty was fixed ſome time in your mind, 
and produced the uſual effect, of awaken- 
ing impatience, would not believe it poſ- 
ſible you could recede from your reſo- 
lution. The progreſs of love ſeems to 
me to reſemble the Progreſs of Diſ- 
content.“ If I were but ſure that my 
love loved me, I ſhould be ſatisfied, ſays 
the ſighing ſwain; the fair one attends 
propitiouſly to his ſuit. Well, then, deſ- 
tiny having thrown ſome obſtacle in the 
way, he ſays, if I could butbe certain that 
by waiting ten, or even twenty years, I 
ſhould obtain you, I would conſent to it, 
without uttering a complaint : ſome event 
promiſes him the attainment of his wiſhes 
in three or four years, then jt is, how hea- 
vuvily time moves! how! inlupportable- is 
hope 
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Hope defer'd ; a thouſand cauſes may ariſe 
to deprive him of his beloved; he urges 
her to conſent to be his privately ere the 
time expires ; he only requires that to 
make him the happieſt of men. He at 
length prevails, and, as fame ſays, is more 
miſerable then than ever. I believe this 
is not merely the hiſtory of Diſcontent, 
or of Love, it is the hiſtory of the human 
heart. That there are ſome exceptions, 
I grant: I am one; and ] hope all thoſe 
I love will be among the choſen few; 1 
am ſure you will if you wed Elwina. 
Adieu, dear Sir Henry, J have a thou- 
ſand loves, compliments, and reſpects to 
diſtribute, diſpoſe them according to your 
diſcretion, and believe me, dear Sir 
Henry, 
Your affectionate Friend 

wn and Couſin, N 

CLARA DE LAusAx. 


Ho lucky t is ſince Lauſan, has ſuch 


an unconquerable averſion to writing, that 
| | his 
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bis wife ſhould be ſo accommodatingly fond 
of ſerihhling; but I realty think be is un- 
commonly fortunate in a wife. Don't you, 
Couſin? I will “ couſin my relations, 

if I pleaſe, though it is not the polite 
thing.” Thadalinoſt forgot to ſay I have 
not yet had it in my power to call on your 
favorite Lady Auguſta Mortimer, but 1 
will in a few days, and you ſhall learn if 
my opinion coincides with your's. 1 
ſhould be ſurpriſed that ſhe chuſes a refi- 
_ dence here in preference to England; 
could I wonder at any thing ſhe did. 


97 Hangar Wer jo the aun 
| DE LAUusacxx. 


| Noubray Caſtle. 


I Congraulas: you ſincerely, my fair 
Couſin, on che recovery of your ſpirits; 1 
hope you will preſetve them i in the hour 
E trial. N calculated to excite 

ſenſibility 


ſenſibility in its moſt acute degree, but 
you well know tis only in the hour of 
trial that we can mark our ſubmiſſion to 
Providence and reliance on his protection. 
Your's, I am convinced, dear Clara, is 
not the devotion of the lips only. The 
conſequence, as well as the cauſe of your 
gaiet? de crur delighted me in the agreeable 
ſallies of your pen; I beg you will ne- 
ver reſtrain its effuſions as you value my 
ſatisfaction. I was ſure you would be 
pleaſed with your reception by the Duke 
and Ducheſs; they are as amiable as they 
are reſpectable. Their accommodating 
you with apartments in their hotel was 
truly kind. If I could, 1 would thank 
you for the civil things you ſay; I am 
much flattered by your good opinion, I 
aſſure you, my ſweet couſin, and do. plume 
myſelf on your fair friend's favourable 
ſentiments; for I think with you, tis one 
of the faireſt feathers in my poſſeſſion. 
It would be ſerving you tight to anſwer 
your next ſuhject in your own ſtile, and 

Vor. I. M tell 
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{ 


L 142 J 
tell you that it is needleſs for me to give 
you any intelligence on a point which 
vou ſay you are perfectly well-informed 
of; but I will confeſs it is a topic on 
which I cannot be gay. You have read 
my heart. "Hopeleſs as my affection is, 


Tlove Miſs Melcombe with an ardor that 
only you-who:know her perfections can 
judge of. Moſt true js your judgement 

that I can never love another woman, 

but I dare not encourage the idea that 

Lady Moubray will ever conſent to our 
union; opinions that we have held 
© throughout life, whether founded on pre- 


Judice or truth, are rarely given up, and 
when originating in our ſtrongeſt paſſion, 


become a principle ſo fixed, as to be no 
leſs dear than our exiſtence. People of a 


certain age, too, from their opinions ac- 
quiring ſtrength with their years, are ſo 
tenaeious of them, that they are ſcarcely 
ever yielded. I would fain cheriſh hope, 
my dear couſin, but reaſon forbids me to 
encourage an illuſion that may lead to de- 
ſpair. 
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ſpair. Happy at preſent i in the ſociety of 
this charming woman, I will not indulge 
hopes e or fears in reſpect to futurity, each 
might prove a ſource of ſorrow. If you 
had not excepted me from the child ren 

of diſcontent 3 in your lively parallel, I 
ſhould have expected you to accuſe me of 
being frightened from attempting the 
commencement of a journey, the progreſs 
of which unreaſonable man marks with 
diflatisfadtion. Were 1 to attempt the 
firſt ſtep, 1 might, if ſuccels attended me, 
perhaps become as unreaſonable in ſome 
of the ſtages as others ; but my laſt, 1 
am-ſure, would baniſh diſcontent for eyer 
from my boſom. Yet I think Miss 
Melcombe would rationaliſe even love. 
The man who ſought to deſerve her would 
diveſt himſelf of every quality which ſhe 
diſapproved, of every thing that tend- 
ed to error. I am among the number of 
thoſe 3 who ſubſcribe to the powerful in- 
fluence | of your ſex. All I have read, 
heard, or ſeen, convinces me that eight 

M 2 ont 
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caradrn of us are juſt what you fon to 
make us though ſorry Tam to add, that 
the worſt wamen have generally the moſt 
power: the cauſe is evident, hecauſe they 
| will employ means to obtain it which an 
| amiable woman would not make uſe of. 
| As your influence is ſo great, how/incum- +» - 
| bent is it on parents to be careful what 
connections their ſons form. Iadividuals 
complain of the community, but who 
can ayer that chey ever conſider the gene- 
ral good when their own intereſts or 
0 views interfere with it. Were a mother 
* to conſider how much the welfare of 
numbers depended on making her daugh- 
ter amiable, ſhe would ſtudy that, inſtead 
of giving her the accompliſhments, and 
teaching her the allurements that will 
gain her a ſplendid eſtabliſhment, with- 
out conſidering whether her huſband be 
good, bad, or indifferent. You will ſmile 
at my turning reformer, but you are acenſ- 
tomed to hear my ſerious reflections, and 
1 know that they are not irkſome to you 
+88 
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as they would be to ſome young women, 
probably thoſe who have cauſe to ſhrink 
from reflection. I ſhall be impatient to 
learn your ſentiments of Lady Auguſta, 
though I am ſatisfied we agree too well in 
our opinion of what is amiable to differ 
here. Lady Moubray requeſts, too, that 
you will be minute in your obſeryations;. 
ſue ſuſpects me of being pre-determined 
not to like her, from a ſuſpicion that ſhe 
was deſigned for me; your report will, I 
am ſure, juſtify me. I ſhould have judg- 
ed that Paris was more calculated to pleaſe 
her than England. Superficial attain- 
ments ſeem more adapted to a woman of 
her diſpoſition, than the folidity of cha- 
racter that marks the Engliſh.---Pray 
have you heard any thing of the Marquis 
de Beaumont? I have not had an anſwer 
to my laſt letter, though written ſome 
time ſince; I am very anxious for ſeveral 
reaſons on his account. Pray tell Lau- 
fan chat I ſhall never quarrel with his, not 
writing while he employs ſuch an agree- 

0 moll . | able 
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able amanuenſis. I ever gave the ſu- 
periority in this point to your ſex, my fair 


couſin. A ſummons from the tea-table 


calls me away. Adieu, dear Clara. The 
kind remembrance of your friends here, 
and the compliments to. be preſented to 
the Duke and Ducheſs, are. ſo, much in 
courſe, that] peed not 'particularize! them, 
Believe me, j : 
Dear 88985 TE! 
Your affectionate F riend, 
| Hzxxr Mov3RAy. 


The. Marquis DE Baanmonr, to Joria 
DE ST. CLAIR. 


Every ſentiment that proceeds from 


you, lovely Julia, confirms the opinion [ 
have ſo long entertained of you: equally 
amiable, judicious, and affectionate are 
all your expreſſions. I am more and 
more aſtoniſhed every time 1 contem- 
plate your character, to find one ſo young 


as 
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as you are poſſeſſed of ſich uncommon 
talents ;. but your reproofs are ſo ſweet, - 
that 1 fear I ſhall be tempted to incur 
them again, in order to draw from you a 
repetition of what afforded me ſuch ſa- 
tisfaction. Is it not enough to tempt me 
to behave ill, when that is the only cir- 
eumſtance which can obtain me the hap» 
pineſs of hearing from you? There need- 
ed not the repetition of your wiſhes, 
deareſt Julia, to influence my compliance 
with vour requeſt; your requifttions are 
commands with me; I ſhall obey chem 
more implicitly than thoſe of my Gene- 
ral. I have, I own, felt in the puniſh- 
ment inflicted, all the pain of wounded 
pride, but my chief regret on the occaſion 
has ariſen from your ſuffering in conſe- 
quence of my fault. I am vexed with 
your brother, for communicating what. 
was. calculated to give your gentle bo- 
ſom pain, but my ſubmiſſion to your 
will precludes my marking my diſappro- 
bation, It will give you pleaſure to 
A 
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learn that he is improving every day, and 
has gained the regard of the whole regi- 
ment. I will not give you any military 
intelligence, becauſe I fear to alarm your 
tender apprehenſions; other information 
is out of my power, and I truſt, my ſweer 
Julia, it would be fuperfluous to e how 
truly, how tenderly I am ict lol 
Her devoted | 
| CHARLES DE B&AUMONT: 


P. S. The apprehenſion of incurring your 
diſpleaſure, were I to take the advan - 
tage of the preſent occaſion to pour 
forth all the feelings of my heart to- 
wards you, reſtrains my pen, and pre- 
vents me, lovely Julia, from expreſſing 
the ſentiments I am 0 ardently ſeaſi- 
ble to. ar | 
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Tie Marg DE ; "OS ODS: Vacronrd 
vp Sr. CLAIX. 


The Ga 


W rr what different ſenſations do I 
addreſs you, adored of my heart, to 
thoſe which I juſt now felt in writing to 
your ſiſter. I have written to her, ſweet 
Victoria, in anſwer to a letter from her. 
The fair hypocrite is completely our dupe, 
or rather her own. She believes my ſtay 
was on her account; and as it produced a 
ſlight reprimand from my General, which 
Louis told her of, ſhe wrote me one of 
her pretty ſentimental epiſtles; what a 
complete miſtreſs of her plan is the little 
artful minx! But for you, divine Victo- 
ria, I might have fallen a victim to her; 
for there is ſomething ſo ſeducing, 
ſo apparently ingenuous in her looks, 
her voice, her tears, that, without the 
key of knowledge which opened her 
heart to me, I ſhould have believed 


hewan angel. I tremble to think that 
| M 5 her 
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her deteſtable arts might have ſuperceded 
even your influence over me, lovelieſt of 
women; but T will talk no more of her, 
than to ſay, that the painful reſtraint I 
felt in writing to her, made me addreſs 


her in very cold language. I hope ſhe 
will impure it to reſpect, or, as ſhe does 


not in reality love me, ſhe may not be 
ſtruck as the would, did affe&ion quicken. 
her obſervation.---Let me now ſpeak, 
deareſt of women, of the ſubje& neareſt 
my heart, my unabating paſſion, and the 
hourly pangs of conſidering the diſtance 
between us. How long it ſeems ſince 
ſaw you! How inſupportably diſtant the 
period is that will permit me to approach 
you again. I know not how to endure 


it; my patience is exhauſted, and forti- 


tude dead in my breaſt, Cruel as you 


are, you will not alleviate the anguiſh of 
my heart, by tracing a few lines to aſſure 


me I am remembered. Pardon me, di- 
vine Victoria, pardon the ſallies of a paſ- 
fion which only charms like your's could 
2 5 1 h ave 
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have inſpired, I reſpe& as much as 1 
love you. I will endeavour to curb my 
impatience. To be reaſonable, I muſt 
revert to ſome ſubje& leſs intereſting. 
Lauſan is, I find, come over, and has 
brought his Engliſh bride. He is expect- 
ed to join in a fortnight. I ſuppoſe he 
will come fraught with reproaches and. 
remonſtrances from Moubray ; but he 
may ſpare himſelf the trouble. Thoſe 
who can inſinuate ought to the diſadvan- 
tage of my adored Victoria are unworthy 
my regard. The tears you ſhed over 
that hated letter fell on my heart; they 


- waſhed away his image for ever. Had 


you not inſiſted, from obſerving my un- 
eaſineſs on ſeeing it, believe me, I would 
never have riſqued giving you the pain 
of reading it. Your penetration is as ad- 
mirable as your every other characteriſtic. 

Since you pointed it out, every circum- 
ſtance confirms the point of his being un- 
der the influence of a deſigning woman; 
yet it would not have ſtruck me, ſo infe- 
_:--: rior 
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rior am I to you in this as in every qua- 
lity ot the mind, adored Victoria. I can 
never forgive Moubray's ſaying my retort 
breathed the ſpirit of a vindictive wo- 
man: no malice, no baneful paſſion, in- 
fluenced you, I am ſure, in the ſuggeſ- 
tions that aroſe on reading his letter: 
ſuch could as ſoon dwell in the boſom of 
an angel, as find a place in that of the 
faireſt of women. You will probably 
hear that an action is expected ſoon—your 
gentle heart will tremble for your lover's 
ſafety; but be not alarmed, lovely Vic- 
toria, it is by no means certain; and if it 
were, reflect how many eſcape to thoſe 
who fall a ſacrifice. Should a battle en- 
ſue, however, rely on hearing from me 
as ſoon as time will permit me to write. 
May I flatter myſelf that, though 
you will not aſſure me of your remem- 
brance, you ſometimes think of your 
abſent Beaumont. Could I but hope 
you ſometimes caſt a look of tenderneſs, 


on my reſemblance, how would it re- 
lieve 
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lieve my anxious boſom, in which a thou 
ſand doubts and fears, arifing from the 
conſciouſneſs of my own unworthineſs, 


perpetually occur ? Should Julia ſhew 


you my letter, which, however, I ſup- 


poſe ſhe will not, I think you would be 


diſpoſed to ſmile at the equivoque I have 


employed in my tile; you would, by 


placing the word contempt in the poſt- 


ſcript, where ſhe will vainly ſuppoſe love 
is meant, read the real ſentiments of my 
heart towards her. Need I add, divine 
Victoria, what feelings actuate it in your 
reſpect? Ah, no! you will do me the 
juſtice to beheve that I am, 


With the moſl exalted reſpect, 
| Thetrueſteſteem, _ 
And the tendereſt affection 
Vour faithful lover, 
CHARLES DE BEAUMONT. 
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The Counteſs DE LLAUSAN to Sir Henry 


Movznar. 
8 , 


Paris. 
LAusAx is gone to join the army, 
my dear Sir Henry, and I am in trem- 
bling expectation of hearing « of a battle. 
I will, however, endeavour to prove I 
merit the favourable ſentiments you en- 
tertain of me, by exerting my fortitude 
in the hour of trial. Lou are too conſi- 
derate, I am ſure, to condemn me for 
baving given to grief, on an occaſion 
that ſo well juſtified it, ſome days of 
acknowledgement; the firſt impulſes of 
ſuch a natural ſenſation it is neither poſ- 
ſible nor deſirable to conquer; but when 
reaſon reſumes her rights, we are repre- 
henſible if we do not attend to her ſug- 
geſtions. Four letters are ever moſt tru- 
ly welcome to me; the gravity of the 
laſt was adapted to the tone of my mind : 


it 
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it would be ſtrange, indeed, if I denied 
you the privilege I make uſe of ſo am- 
ply, of indulging the humour of the mo- 
ment when I addreſs you particularly 
where the advantage is ſo much mine 
for I profit by your ſeriouſneſs; whereas 
my flippancy can at beſt but amuſe you. 
Your haridſome conceſſion, in favour of 
the epiſtolary powers of our ſex, claims- 
an acknowledgement. I will not give you 
a compliment as a return; but aſſure 
you, in the very ſpirit of truth, that 
though, I think, we write more pleaſant- 
ly, yet, that the advantage of uſe and 
information is clearly in your favour. If 
I wiſhed to be entertained, I would ſeek 
the correſpondence of an agreeable wo- 
man; but, if I ſought improvement, I 
would commune, as at preſent, with a 
well-informed man. Juſt before I re- 
ceived your's, I heard that Lady Auguſta. - 
Mortimer was on the point of being mar- 
ried, and that ſhe and her caro ſpoſo in- 
tended to depart, immediately after the 

cclebra- 
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celebration of the nuptials, on a tour thro” 
Germany and Switzerland. Though my 
ſpirits were not very equal to the taſk, as it 
was your wiſh, and my deareſt aunt's, to 
have my opinion of her Ladyſhip, I put 
on reſolution with my finery, and pro- 
ceeded to pay my reſpects to her. Now, 
which will you be moſt ſolicitous to know” 

—my ſentiments, or the name of the 
happy youth who is to bear away this 
rich prize? As I cannot decide for you on 
this queſtion, I will follow my own incli- 
nation: you ſhall not yet know who the 
enviable man is, that the incomparable. 
Lady Auguſta Mortimer honours with | 
her hand —ſo to my opinion of her. 1 
will not ſay that I diſagree with you; but, - 
as I love a little miſchief, defire you to 
tell Lady Moubray, I chink the woman 
your uncle "deſigned you the paragon of 
human nature ; ſhe is lovelineſs in its ful- 
leſt perfection; elegant, ' graceful, ſen- 
ſible, good · natured, delicate, and poſ- 
ſeſing a ſweetneſs and ſenſibility beyond 
what 
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what Jever met in any other character 
Now, perhaps, my dear couſin, out of 
vegard to my conſcience; to ſave me the 
remorſe of propagating ſuch ſibs; or be- 
cauſe you may ſuppoſe Lady Moubray: 
will think the above deſcription ſerious, 
you may be influenced to ſuppreſs this 
account; but, as I am reſolved to have 
my way, if you don't read it, in fullaſſem- 
bly too, I ſhall write to Lady Moubray ;; 
I know ſhe will ſmile, and give due credit 
to my deſcription. I fear, if you were 
near me, you would almaſt beat me; but. 
reſtrain your wrath till we meet, and. 
then, if you continue your diſpoſition to. 
chaſtiſe me, I'll bear it very ſubmiſſively. 
The man whom Lady Auguſta, has. 
choſen to honour with the title of huſ- 
band, is a Prince Gallitzin, one of the 
ten thouſand noblemen of that name in 
the Court of Ruſſia: as. I concluded ou 
would not be very anxious for intelli- 
gence of a happy rival, I have not made 
much inquiry reſpecting him chere can 
| be 
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be no doubt, however, that her Ladyſhip 
will make a choice worthy of her. Badi- 
nage apart, I really think exact iy as you | 
do of Lady Auguſta Mortimer. Thus 
much-for general communication ; now 
for ſecret intelligence. I really think, 
my good couſin, that you are too prone 
to view the gloomy ſide of your proſpects 
in reſpect to the lovely Elwina; but, 
however, I am ſure, whatever your feel - 
ings may be, your conduct will: ever be 
_ guided by the utmoſt propriety, aud the 

completeſt rectitude - would only wiſh 
pol not to defpond. Von fay you have 
not heard lately from your friend Beau- 
mont; that being the caſe, and a heart ſo 
penetratedas your's requiring fome ſym- 
pathizing confidant to unfold its feelings 
to, T offer myſelf as his ſubſtitute, and 
think, for ſome reaſons, you will not be 
4 loſer by the exchange; for IJ am ac- 
quainted with the perfections of your 
adored, and love her almoſt as well as 
you do; therefore ſhall have an intereſt 
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in the ſubject beyond what he could. In 
anſwer to your inquiry of your friend, 1 
muſt inform you, I have apprehenſions 
of ſomething wrong in that quarter. The 
Duke told Lauſan he found him greatly 
altered of late — complains of his inat- 
tention, and obſerved an abſence of mind 
and peeviſhneſs in him which were quite 
new to them. They impute it to ſome 
connection he has formed, and ſeemed to 
with to learn from Lauſan if you knew 
any thing on the ſubject. Were they 
aſſured the attachment was not of a na- 
ture to injure his principles, they would 
be more eaſy, for they rely on his ſenſe 
of duty for precluding his uniting him- | 
ſelf aner to their Wines. * 


The poſt has this moment brought me 
2 letter from Lauſan—a battle has been 
fought—the day was favourable to the 
French. Thank God, Lauſan has eſca- 
ped without a wound. Beaumont too is 
fate. There is much on this ſubject in 

the 


— 3 — — 


L 260 J 


che letter; I think you will wich to hears 


e e though the agitation of 
my mind almoſt incapacitates me for 
No ae Iwill impart it. It ſeems, he” 
incurred a reprimand from his General, 

for ſome miſdemeanor, whieh, thoughs 
he ſeemed to make light of it, affected 
kim much, and induced a reſolution, 
either to loſe his life, or wipe off the diſ- 
grace; he, therefore, ſo afſiduouſly ſought» 
an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing himſelf, 
that his valour met the object, and the 
reward it ſolicited. He gained ſuch an 
adyantage;.as contributed in. a great de · 
gree to decide the fate of the action, asd 
received. the public thanks of the Com- 
mandant; he is alſo. to have the order of 
Le Saint Eſprit; but Lauſan ſays, 
thaugh thus ſucceſsful, thus honoured; a 
gloom very unuſual hafigs 6 over him, and. 


be obſerves a diſtance in him towards him 


ſelf, which he cannot account for. I de- 
ſired him to ſay how anxious you 16 fink 


on his account ne made 'fo 
1 07 651 l 318 UC cold 


11 
ald anſwer, and ——_— he hads1 not 
time to write, There is ſomething very 
myſterious in all this; but, perhaps, you 
can ſolve it. The Duke and Ducheſs 
are all rapture, as you will ſuppaſe. *T 
was ſo impatient to communicate imelli· 
gence to you, my dear Sir Henry, that I 
knew your affection would render inte- 
reſting, that I left half my gratulations 
. unſaid 3 they will be as, impatient to talk 
over and over this communication; there - 
fore, leaving to you the arrangement of 

duty, love, and compliments, Hoey 
myſelf, ; 
| Dear Sir. Henry, 


Your ſincere friend, 
I. CA DE LAUSs AN. 
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Jones DE Sr. CLAIR 70 the Marguis * 
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Tin TOE will convince yan, tongs 
Lord, that. you are not indebted to. the 
- deſire of. reproving you for my, correſpon- 

dence: 
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dence : believe me! I have heart-felt 
ſatisfaction in the occaſion that induces 
this addreſs. Your fame has reached 
Villars-Coteret—all take a ſincere plea- 
ſure in your glory 3 but only thoſe who 
have experienced the unſpeakable hap- 
| pineſs of hearing the commendation of 
thoſe whom their hearts prefer, of finding 
a new proof of that preference being de- 
ſerved, can judge the glow of rapture, 
the ſtrong emotions that poſſeſſed me. 
You have occaſioned me ſome tears of 
ſorrow, Marquis; my apprehenſions for 
your ſafety, and the ſenſe of what you 
experienced from the ſubje& adverted to 
in my laſt, drew them from my aching 
heart ; but how amply are they compen- 
ſated by thoſe now preduced ? Theſe 
are the delightful overflowings of a 
heart, ſenſible to the moſt exquiſite 
happineſs, that of finding a beloved ob- 
Ject as eſtimable in the eyes of the world 
as in my own. My laſt letter was the 
offspring of necefſity—l felt it a duty to 
expoſtulate ; this is the reſult of inclina- 

tion, 
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tion. I could not bear to be the only 
perſon who withheld congratulations, 
when I was the moſt intereſted. Your 
glory cannot be ſo dear to any body as 
to me- not even to your reſpectable pa- 
rents; and you have taught me to believe, 
that no perſon's ſuffrage is ſo eſſential to 
you as mine. The moſt effectual means 

to preſerve it, my Lord, is to perſevere 
in that amiable conduct, in the practiee 
of thoſe virtues which obtained it. In 
my frequent reveries reſpecting vou, it 
occurred, that you would ſeek an occa- 
:fion of ſignalizing yourſeif the woman 
trembled at my heart; but I truſted that 
my fervent prayers - would be heard ; 
they are—and my thankſpiving is offered 
with the ſame energy ; but let me hope, 
as your fame is now eſtabliſhed, my Lord, 
that you will not unneceſſarily riſk your 
ſafety; remember that, though fear is a 
ſtranger to your boſom, there is one 
whom, where you are concerned, it ago- 
nizes. 1 would not, though I were to 


02 pur- 
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r by it a certainty of the highett 
felicity attainable by mortals, influence 
you to tarniſh your glory out of conſide- 
ration to me; but I would wiſh to reſtrain 
the impetuoſity of a valour, that may 
lead you unneceſſarily into danger. When 
duch temptations to acquire new laurels 
ariſe, think of your Julia, my Lord, and 
be . fatisfied with the wreath fame has 
already fo laviſhly beſtowed. Louis's 
letters are a continued panegyric on you; 
how does he gratify me while thus in- 
dulging the grateful emotions. of his own 
heart! Your kindneſs to him is the 
ſureſt teſtimony :you .could give of your 
regard for me. Adieu, my Lord; re- 
volve in your mind the recommendations 
I have given you, and, as you value my 
happineſs, attend to them. Believe me, 
With the trueſt regard, 
Your friend and humble ſervant, 
JuL1A DE Sr. CLAII. 


e 
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